
TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH FRONTENAC 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

AGENDA 

 

 

 

TIME:      7:00 PM, 

DATE:      Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

PLACE:     Council Chambers. 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Declaration of pecuniary interest and the general nature thereof 

3. Scheduled Closed Session - n/a 

4. ***Recess **** - n/a 

5. Delegations 

(a) David Bucholtz, Cambium Inc, re: Waste Disposal Site Update 

 

4 - 35 

(b) Lindsay Mills, Planner, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

36 - 59 

(c) Larry Arpaia, President, GBCLA, re: Housekeeping Changes to the 
30 metre setback. 

 

60 - 63 

(d) Graeme Watson, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

64 - 83 

(e) Bev Mahon, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

84 

(f) Donald Vogan, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes (material to 
follow) 

 

(g) Don Stricelj, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

85 - 86 

(h) Timothy Ross, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

87 - 88 

(i) Carol Sparling, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

89 - 90 

(j) Todd Colbourne, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

91 - 92 

(k) Brian Larmon, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes  

(l) Gary Knox, re: Trailer on vacant lot on Howes Lake Lane  

6. Reports Requiring Action 

(a) Lindsay Mills, Planner, re; Closing of Road Allowance in Part of Lot 
10, Concessions XII and XIII, Loughborough District 

 

93 - 97 

7. Reports for Information - n/a 

8. Rise & Report 

(a) Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority  



 

(b) Quinte Region Conservation Authority  

(c) Rideau Valley Conservation Authority  

(d) Portland Heritage  

9. Information Items 

(a) Premier Kathleen Wynne, re:  response to letter regarding Solar 
Energy Projects 

 

98 

(b) Laurie Scott, MPP Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock,re: Human 
Trafficking 

 

99 - 
101 

(c) Tara Mieske, Clerk/Planner Manager, Township of North Frontenac, 
re: IESO Review of Request for Proposal for the Award of 
Renewable Energy Contracts 

 

102 - 
103 

(d) Kevin Flynn, Minister of Labour, re: Bill 163  Supporting Ontario's 
First Responder's Act, 2016 

 

104 - 
105 

(e) Jamie Curragh, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

106 - 
124 

(f) Edwin P. Wilson, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

125 - 
127 

(g) Ed Wilson Jr, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

128 - 
131 

(h) Alan & Mary Pearson, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

132 - 
134 

(i) Tiffany Langille, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

135 

(j) Norm & Nancy Hart, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

136 

(k) Ed Koster & Joanne Irvine, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

137 

(l) Mary Smeaton, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

138 

(m) Jessie Cronister, re: Proposed Zoning By-law changes 

 

139 - 
140 

(n) Trevor Owen, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

141 

(o) Austin & Frances Young, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

142 

(p) Andrew Robb, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

143 

(q) Susan O'Brien Mactaggart, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

144 - 
145 

(r) Stan and Donna Brown, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

146 - 
160 
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(s) Gary Kielo, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

161 

(t) Barry Black, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

162 

(u) Mac Prescott, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

163 - 
164 

(v) Lisa & Andrew Parker, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

165 - 
169 

(w) Norm Mole, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

170 - 
171 

(x) John Seidenspinner, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

172 

(y) Carol Whyman, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

173 

(z) Mark Cooke, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

174 

(aa) Tim Edge, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

175 

(ab) R. Bruce Pritchard, re: Collins Lake Subdivision Proposal 

 

176 

(ac) Peggy Boucher, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

177 

(ad) Troy Buchanan, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

178 

(ae) Lyle Turner, re: Proposed Zoning By-law Changes 

 

179 

10. Notice of Motions 

11. Announcements 

12. Question of Clarity (from the public on outcome of agenda items) 

13. Closed Session (if requested) 

14. Adjournment 
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ANNUAL UPDATE
WASTE DISPOSAL SITES

Township of 
South Frontenac

April 26, 2016
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OVERVIEW

• Current System Overview
– Annual Monitoring & Reporting
– 5 Active Waste Disposal Sites (landfill)
– 5 Closed Sites (former landfills)

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
2
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
3
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OVERVIEW (CONT’D)

• Annual Monitoring & Reporting
– Collection of required groundwater, surface 

water samples and landfill gas annually.
– Completion of updated topographic 

capacity surveys.
– MOECC Guidelines and Accredited Lab
– Inspection
– Operational information
– Summarized in annual report to the MOE, as 

required by ECA
Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016

4
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OVERVIEW (CONT’D)

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
5
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PORTLAND WDS
– Operating as a landfill with diversion material transfer
– Groundwater (10 x 2) & Surface Water (5 x 4) 

sampling
– Annual survey & Report
– Groundwater flows towards the north-northeast in 

the overburden
– Mound partially closed/capped, mantle installed
– Groundwater meet Compliance Assessment, surface 

water is ongoing with new locations. Surface water 
has been a challenge but action has been taken.

– A remaining volume of 178,800 m3 (8,100 m3 in 2015) 
and an average annual fill rate of 6,445 m3, the 
remaining life is approximately 28 years

– Scales recently installed
Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016

6
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
7
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
8
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LOUGHBOROUGH WDS
– Operating as a landfill with diversion material transfer
– Groundwater (27 x 2),   no surface water sampling
– Annual Monitoring Report
– Groundwater flows towards northeast and southeast
– Groundwater Compliance requires review and 

further assessment.  Additional action/studies may be 
required in 2016/2017.

– A remaining volume of 19,690 m3 (1,030 m3 in 2015) 
in Phase 2A and an average annual fill rate of 3,575 
m3, the remaining life is approximately 5 years in 
Phase 2A.

– Remaining capacity of Phase 2 can be realised upon 
confirmation of groundwater compliance.

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
9
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
10
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
11
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
12
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BRADSHAW WDS
– Operating as a landfill with basic diversion material 

transfer
– Groundwater (7 x 3), surface water (4 x 3) sampling & 

landfill gas monitoring
– Annual survey & Report
– Groundwater flows towards the southeast 
– Groundwater Compliance Values trigger 

sporadically. Surface water stable, continue 
monitoring.

– A remaining volume of 3,230 m3 (210 m3 in 2015) 
and an average annual fill rate of 300 m3, the 
remaining life is approximately 11 years.

– Old site closed and no monitoring or reporting 

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
13
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
14
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
15
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SALEM WDS
– Operating as a landfill with basic diversion material 

transfer
– Groundwater (8 x 2) & Surface Water (6 x 3) sampling
– Annual survey & Report
– Groundwater flows towards the east to northeast
– Groundwater meets Compliance Triggers and RUC
– Surface water meets Compliance Triggers.  Sporadic 

exceedance, continue to monitor.
– A remaining volume of 11,060 m3 (2,000 m3 in 2015) 

and an average annual fill rate of 830 m3, the 
remaining life is approximately 13 years.

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
16
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
17
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
18
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GREEN BAY WDS
– Operating as a landfill with basic diversion material 

transfer
– Groundwater (7 x 3) & Surface Water (4 x 3) sampling
– Annual survey & Report
– Groundwater flows southeast
– Groundwater and surface water meet Compliance 

Triggers
– A remaining volume of 4,030 m3 (170 m3 in 2015) 

and an average annual fill rate of 220 m3, the 
remaining life is approximately 18 years.

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
19
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
20
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
21
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FISH CREEK WDS
– Closed landfill (10 years), no operations
– Groundwater (4 x 1) & Surface Water (3 x 1) sampling
– Annual Report
– Groundwater flows north
– Impacts to groundwater and surface water are 

minimal, continue monitoring
– Observed to be in good condition with no evidence 

of erosion, seeps, litter or vermin present 

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
22
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
23

Page 26 of 179



CAMBIUM |  Environmental  | Geotechnical | Planning  | Construction Testing & Inspection | Building Science

CROW LAKE WDS
– Closed landfill (2002), no operations
– Groundwater (2 x 2) & Surface Water (3 x 3) sampling
– Report…every 5 years (2018)
– Groundwater flows southeasterly
– Groundwater and surface water meet Compliance 

Triggers
– Observed to be in good condition with no evidence 

of erosion, seeps, litter or vermin present 

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
24
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
25
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MASSASSAUGA WDS
– Closed landfill (2012), no operations
– Groundwater (5 x 2) & Surface Water (4 x 2) sampling
– Annual Report
– Groundwater flows east to southeast 
– Impacts to groundwater and surface water are 

minimal, continue monitoring
– Observed to be in good condition with no evidence 

of erosion, seeps, litter or vermin present 

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
26
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
27
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
28
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BURRIDGE WDS
– Closed landfill (1991), no operations
– Groundwater (1 x 2) & Surface Water (2 x 3) sampling
– Report
– Approval to reduce monitoring and reporting after 

2015
– Minor impacts observed in groundwater and surface 

water, continued monitoring. 
– Observed to be in good condition with no evidence 

of erosion, seeps, litter or vermin present 

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
29
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Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
30
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SITE CAPACITY

Portland Loughborough Bradshaw Salem Green Bay Municipality
Approved waste disposal 
capacity (m3): 380,100 173,440 16,200 59,000 10,000 638,740

Volume of capacity used (m3): 201,300 153,710 12,970 47,940 5,970 421,890

Capacity Used in 2015 (m3):
8,100 1,030 210 2,000 170 11,510

Remaining volume of capacity 
(m3): 178,800 19,690 3,230 11,060 4,030 216,810
Average annual waste 
placement (m3): 6,445 3,575 300 830 200 11,350
Remaining site life (years): 27.7 5.5 10.8 13.3 20.2 19.1

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
31

*Loughborough values for Phase 1 and 2A only.
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COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS

Waste Disposal Site Update - April 2016
32
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PLANNING REPORT 
 

Township of South Frontenac    Planning Department 
 
Prepared for Committee of the Whole      
 
Agenda Date: April 26, 2016     

Date of Report: April 19, 2016           Applicant: Township-Initiated 

 
Subject: Township-Initiated Housekeeping Amendments to the Township of 

South Frontenac Comprehensive Zoning By-law 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Recommendation: 
 
The recommendation is that Council receive the Planning Report dated April 19, 
2016 for information and discussion regarding amendments to sections 5.10.2 
and 5.11 of the Comprehensive Zoning By-law.  

 
Purpose of the Report: 
 
The purpose of this report is to bring back to the Committee amendments to two 
sections of the Comprehensive Zoning By-law to clarify the intent of the wording. 
The matter was brought to the Committee on September 22, 2015 and January 
26, 2016 and a public meeting was held on the proposed changes on March 15, 
2016 as required under section 34 of the Planning Act. Attachments include a 
letter from the Township’s solicitor supporting the amendments, a municipal law 
publication and letters of concern from property-owners.  
 
Background 
 
The Comprehensive Zoning By-law for the Township, has been in full force and 
effect since 2005 and was prepared to implement the policies of the Official Plan 
as required by the Planning Act. Using the By-law since 2005, staff periodically 
become aware of minor errors/omissions in the text of the by-law and in the 
zoning schedules (maps). On March 15, 2016 Council passed a by-law to correct 
most of these. However, two of the proposed amendments needed further 
discussion and were not passed. These were the changes to sections 5.10.2 and 
5.11 dealing with legal non-complying structures. 
 
Discussion 
 
There has been concern expressed by Planning and Building over interpretation 
of sections 5.10.2 and 5.11. The following is a discussion of the proposed 
amendments to clarify these sections along with an explanation and rationale. 
  
 
1. Section 5.10.2 Existing Buildings Within 30 Metres (98.4 ft.) of a Waterbody 

or Watercourse does not permit buildings to be reconstructed. The 
definition reads as follows: 
 

“Where a building has been erected prior to the date of passing of this By-
law on an existing lot and said building has less than the minimum 30 
metre (98.4 ft.) setback from the highwater mark of a waterbody or 
watercourse, then said building may be repaired, renovated or 
strengthened to a safe condition provided there is no enlargement of the 
gross floor area or increase in height. In addition, no living space shall be 
added below grade to any existing building or structure.”   

 
This wording allows any building within the 30 metre setback to be 
renovated, strengthened and made more structurally sound but it does not 
permit it to be taken down and reconstructed.  
 

Page 36 of 179



This section is meant to implement the intent of the Official Plan which is: 
 
i) that all new construction should be well setback from any waterbody 

with a minimum setback of 30 metres, 
ii) that existing buildings within the 30 metre setback, once removed, 

should be set back further so that, some day, all buildings will be well 
set back from waterbodies to ensure protection of our lakes into the 
future, 

iii) that existing buildings within the setback may stay as legal non-
complying structures but they lose this legal status when they are 
removed. 

 
The Township’s position has been that, when the walls of the building are 
removed, the building is considered to be gone and it cannot be 
reconstructed at its present location without a minor variance. However, this 
interpretation should be ‘built-in’ to section 5.10.2 so that the meaning is 
more clear. A letter, dated April 20, 2016, from the Township’s solicitor 
supports this view. The letter is attached hereto as Attachment #1. 
Attachment #2 is a copy of a municipal law digest publication referred to in 
the lawyer’s letter. 
 
When the proposed change was first brought forward for section 5.10.2 the 
proposed added wording read: 

 
“For the purposes of interpreting section 5.10.2, once the walls of an 
existing structure within the minimum 30 metre setback have been 
removed, the land is deemed to be vacant and the structure may not 
be reconstructed within the 30 metre setback.”   

 
However, following comments at the public meeting it is agreed that the 
sentence should be changed to include an explanation of reconstruction so 
that the whole section would read as follows: (changes in bold type) 
 

“Where a building has been erected prior to the date of passing of this By-
law on an existing lot and said building has less than the minimum 30 
metre (98.4 ft.) setback from the highwater mark of a waterbody or 
watercourse, then said building may be repaired, renovated or 
strengthened to a safe condition provided there is no enlargement of the 
gross floor area or increase in height. Reconstruction of the building is 
prohibited. In addition, no living space shall be added below grade to any 
existing building or structure.  
  
For the purposes of interpreting section 5.10.2, once more than fifty 
percent of the exterior load-bearing walls have been removed of a 
structure located within the minimum 30 metre setback have been 
removed, the land is deemed to be vacant and the structure may not 
be reconstructed within the 30 metre setback.”   

 
2. Section 5.11 of the by-law REPLACEMENT OF BUILDINGS OR 

STRUCTURES, should be removed completely. This section reads as 
follows: 
 

“5.11 REPLACEMENT OF BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES 
A building or structure, including a legal non-conforming and/or legal 
non-complying building or structure, may be replaced with a new 
building or structure in the case of partial or complete destruction 
caused by fire, lightning, explosion, tempest, flood or act of God, or 
demolition permit required by the Corporation of the Township of 
South Frontenac or other authority for safety, health or sanitation 
requirements,  providing such building or structure is serviced by a 
potable water supply and sewage disposal system approved by the 
appropriate responsible authority.  A building permit will only be 
issued, in the absence of zoning relief, provided no enlargement of 
the footprint or increase in gross floor area is proposed and provided 
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the permit is applied for within 12 months of the partial or complete 
demolition/destruction.  The replacement building shall be located on 
and not increase the footprint or gross floor area of the non-
conforming/non complying building.  The applicant shall provide proof 
to the satisfaction of the Chief Building Official that there will be no 
increase in the size of the building footprint or gross floor area and 
that the replacement building will be located within the same footprint 
as the non-conforming/non-complying building. Where applicable, 
floodproofing and avoidance of erosion hazards should be 
considered.” 
 

This section is intended to permit any building within the 30 metre setback to be 
reconstructed if it is destroyed by fire or storm or if it is dilapidated to the point 
where the Township orders it to be removed for safety reasons. This section is 
meant to permit property-owners to rebuild after destruction that is beyond their 
control. 
 
However, it has been the subject of some controversy because some property-
owners  argue that they should be allowed to reconstruct because their structure 
has deteriorated to the point where it is unsafe and unusable. However, this state 
of dis-repair is often the result of neglect where the building has been allowed to 
deteriorate – perhaps moss has grown on the roof for example resulting in water 
entering into the walls. 
 
It is proposed that section 5.11 be removed completely and deal with each 
proposed reconstruction through the minor variance process. 
 
 
The rationale for this is that, in the past, when structures near the water have 
been destroyed, the owners have applied to expand the structure as part of the 
plan to rebuild. This has always required a minor variance. If section 5.11 is 
removed, a MV application could be just a nominal application fee (or no fee) 
and any proposed expansion of the building would also be considered by the 
Committee of Adjustment as part of the proposal to rebuild – at this nominal fee. 
A minor variance application is normally processed within two months. 
 
However, as an alternative to completely removing section 5.11, Council might 
consider the following options: 

 
1. Change the wording to simply say that when a building or structure is 

damaged or destroyed due to forces beyond the owner’s control then it 
may be rebuilt…. (words to this effect). 
 

2. Leave section 5.11 the way it is. 
 
It should be noted that, under the present wording of section 5.11, if it is claimed 
that a building is unsafe due to structural weakness etc.., the owner would need 
to provide an engineer’s report to this effect. Council could require that this report 
be peer-reviewed as well. 
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
This Committee of the Whole meeting was advertised to the public inviting their 
views on the matter. Attachment #3 is copies of letters received from property-
owners expressing concerns. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The recommendation is that Council receive the Planning Report dated April 19, 
2016 for information and discussion regarding amendments to sections 5.10.2 
and 5.11 of the Comprehensive Zoning By-law.  
 
Submitted/Approved by: Lindsay Mills   Prepared by: 
Lindsay Mills 
attachments 
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ATTACHMENT #1

-:i:::a.-.::,, Cunningham Swan
Tony E. Fleming

Direct Line: 613.546.8096
E-mail: tfleming@cswan.com

LSUC Certified Specialist in Municipal Law
(Local Government / Land Use Planning)

April 20, 2016

Township of South Frontenac
p.o. Box 100

Sydenham, Ontario
KOH 2T0

Attention: Mr. Lindsay Mills
Planning Coordinator/Deputy Clerk

Dear vr. Mills:

RE: Proposed Amendments to By-Iaw 2003-75; Legal Non-complying Strudures
Our File No. 12955-433

We reviewed the proposed amendments to By-)aw 2003-75 as well as your further
suggestions for amendment to better reflect the intent of the Township"s waterfront
development policies. You asked for our' opinion as to the enforceability of the
proposed amendments and our opinion as to whether the Township can enact zoning
controls with respect to legal non-complying structures.

As we understand the Township"s goats, it is to ensure that the Official Plan polices
i-especting waterfront development are implemented unambiguously in the zoning by-
law. The Official Plan provides:

5.2.7

As undeveloped waterfront property becomes increasingly scarce;
as existing properties become more intensively user3; and as
pressures mount to permit higher density development; there is a
need to ensure that appropriate Official Plan policies are in place
that emphasize the importance of protecting the Township's

CUN NINGHAM, SWAN, CARTY. LITTLE & BONHAM LLP

SMITH Romssox Buaotsc. SUITE 300 - 27 Ptuiqcess ST.. KJNGSTON ON K7L 1A3 TEL: 613-544-0211 FAX: 613-542-9814 WEBSTTEI v=twW.csww.Cohi
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waterfront areas' unique physical, aesthetic, natural and
environmental character.

2

i
t

i

i
}
)

s.2.7(bXi)

... it is the intent of this Official Plan that all buildings, campsites
and structures not related to the use of the water and all sewage
disposal system Ieaching beds be well set back from the highwater
mark. More specifically, a minimum setback of 30 metres (98.4
ft.) from the highwater mark shall apply ... These measures are
intended to minimize environmental and visual lake impacts by
reducing phosphorus inputs, preventing erosion and by
maintaining a natural appearance of the shorelines. ....

s .2.7(b)(ii)(2)

On vacant lots existing on the day of adoption of this Plan, a
minimum 30 metre (98.4 ft.) setback from the high watermark for
all proposed structures shall be required. Consideration may be
given to very slight reductions to the minimum 30 metre (98.4 ft.)
setback requirement but only if it is not physically possible to
meet the setback anywhere on the parcel. Where it is not
physically possible to meet the setback, then the structure shall be
constructed as far back as possible from the highwater mark.
[emphasis added]

The goal of the Township is to ensure that all development is set back as far from the
water as possible so that the shoreline does not reflect urbanized development, but
rather portrays a natural aesthetic. This will also better protect water quality and the
"ribbon of Iife? concept. Ideally, a 30m setback is the goal, but in cert?ain
circumstances some reduction of this setback may be approved, provided it can be
demonstrated to be good planning.

(

I
t

i

i

l

l

k

!

!

*

m

ti

N

%

M

m

a

a

@

!

In order to implement this policy, the Township seeks to amend its zoning to clarify
and strengthen the intent that legal non-complying structures are not demolished and
rebuilt within the 30m setback without a planning analysis and permission pursuant to
the Planning Act. This will ensure that if a reduction in the setback is proposed, that it
is assessed and determined to be appropriate, rather than allowing demolition and
reconstruction as of right.
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Analysis:

m
a

CUNNINGHAM. SWAN. CARTY. Lln'LE & BONHAM iyp W
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3

The first step in the analysis is to understand the distinction between Iegal non-
conforming uses and Iegal non-complying structures. Each is dealt with differently in
the Planning Act and in case law.

l

[

!

Legal non-conforming uses are uses of land or structures that commenced before
zoning made the use illegal. Section 34(9) of the Planning Act and a long series of
cases in Ontario establish that the use may continue so long as the user maintains their
intent to continue the use. In certain circumstances a brief cessation of the use may be
permitted provided that the user continues to maintain their intent to resume the use.
The facts of the situation and the part.icular intent of the user (and evidence of this
intent) are critical to making a determination as to whether the use may continue
legally.

m

l

0

ffi

The Township has no Iegal authority to pass a zoning by-law that eliminates a Iegal
non-conforming use; this is codified in section 34(9) of the PlanningAct. If alegal non-
conforming use is undertaken in a building and the building is destroyed or
demolished, that use may continue, provided the user has not abandoned the use
(which again is a matjer of the evidence of intent to continue). The building itself must
comply with performance standards (height, setbacks etc. in the zoning by-law). A
non-conforming use does not exempt the user from other aspects of zoning related to
setbacks etc.

*
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A Iegal non-complying structure is a ? that was in place before a zoning by-Iaw
rendered certain of the physical attributes of the structure non-compliant with the
performance standards of the by-law (for example the height at the time of
construction may be compliant, but after an amendment to zoning, the height may no
longer be compliant). The non-compliant structure may continue to exist, may
continue to be used (provided the use conforms to zoning) and it may be repaired and
renovated. The structure may not be expanded unless the expansion conforms to
zoning standards (setbacks, for example) and the non-complying aspect of the
structure may not be increased without Planning Act permission (a minor variance or
re-zoning).
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Where structures are Iocated within the 30m setback from the water the Township
may face requests for demolition and rebuilding. In these cases, the structure is non-
complying; the use is compliant, and so it is not a non-conforming use, it is a non-
complying structure.

We have heard arguments that the TDL v. Ottawa case stands for the proposition that a
municipality cannot regulate non-complying structures, and specifically that such
structures can be demolished and rebuilt without Planning Act permission. We do not
agree with such an interpretation of this case, or the law generally.
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In our opinion, once a legal non-complying structure is demolished, it loses its legal
non-complying status and the zoning by-law is applicable to the lot on which the
structure sat as the Iot is now considered vacant. The TDL case is applicable to the
Ottawa zoning by-law amendment it dealt with and in our view does not stand for the
broader proposition that a municipality cannot enforce zoning on a Iot where a non-
complying structure exists (or existed).
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Section 34 of the Planning Act permits a municipality to enact zoning regulations for
structures. There is no prohibition in the Act that eliminates or Iimits this authority
simply because a structure pre-existed the zoning regulations; there is no analogous
section for non-complying structures as there is for non-conforming uses.

!

The best way to describe how the Planning Act applies to a structure is to understand
the Plannjng Act as only looking forward; it regulates what people want to do with
their land. When an owner wants to build a home, they must comply with zoning in
order to obtain a building permit; the use must be permitted and the structure must
comply with setbacks and other performance standards. Once a building permit is
obtained and the structure is built the Planning Act no Ionger regulates that structure -
until the owner wants to make a change to the physical structure or how it is used.
The zoning by-Iaw is still applicable to the land; it is simply not able to regulate an
existing structure, only changes to the structure (or its use).

N

a

If a change is made to zoning and the structure, if built under the amended by-law,
would not comply, the structure can remain as it exists as the Planning Act is not
retrospective; it does not regulate after the fact. Thus a structure may be considered to
be legally non-complying.
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We are aware of no case law that stands for the proposition that non-complying status
imbues a structure with any special status such that a municipality"s powers to zone
the land no longer apply, regardless of what the owner does with the structure. There
are very few cases that specifically speak to non-complying structures. Of the few
cases we are aware of, the cases indicate that the zoning performance standards are
fully in effect for the land and will apply to any alteration of the structure.
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It is our opinion that there is a good legal argument that if a non-complying structure is
demolished, that it no longer retains any non-complying status and the zoning by-Iaw
applicable to the parcel of land applies to regulate the reconstruction of the structure.
It may be possible to reconstruct, but permission under the Planning Act in the form of
a minor variance or zoning amendment would be required unless the performance
standards in the by-Iaw are complied with.
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An interesting variation on this analysis is the situation where a non-complying
structure is only partially demolished. The legal question is at what point does the
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structure Iose its non-complying status? Or put another way, at what point in
demolition does the zoning by-law apply to the reconstruction?

There are no cases that we are aware of that deal directly with this partial demolition
scenario. In our opinion this is a decision for the municipality. The decision must be
based on sound Official Plan policy and be drafted well so that land owners can
understand their rights and obligations under the By-law. Because there are no cases,
we cannot state with certainty how a court would interpret the amendments to your
by-law dealing with partial demolition.
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Given the clear Official Plan direction as excerpted above, we are of the opinion that it
is reasonable to enact zoning provisions to give effect to the policy and to seek to have
currently non-complying structures moved further back when those structures reach
the end of their natural lifecycle. It is reasonable to allow repairs and renovations to
extend the Iife of such structures, but it is equally reasonable to provide that the
structure be moved further back from the water when it is at the end of its Iifecycle. It
is equally reasonable to enact regulations to prevent the piece-meal reconstruction of
such structures that has the practical effect of allowing reconstruction in stages, which
defeats the intent of the official Plan.

K

m

Zoning Amendments

We reviewed the original zoning amendments and the proposed modifications to the
amendments.

a

s

We have some concern with the language in the original amendment that it may
introduce some ambiguity around whether all walls must be removed in order to find
that the structure has been demolished.

}

We suggest below a further modification for consideration, which meets the intent of
the Official Plan and attempts to better define and confine the regulations of non-
complying waterfront structures:

5.10.2

Where an existing structure has been erected prior to the date of passing
of this By-law on an existing lot of record and said structure has less than
the minimum 30 metre (98.4 ft.) setback from the highwater mark of a
waterbody or watercourse, the following restrictions shall apply:

(a) the said structure may not be reconstructed where it
demolished;

(b) no Iiving space shall be added below grade to the said strudure;

15
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(C)
(d)

the height of the said structure shall not be increased; and
the extent of the non-compliance with the setback from the
highwater mark shall not be increased.

A definition of ?demolished? would need to be included as well:

?demolished" means, for purposes of section 5.10.2, removing or
replacing more than 50% of the load bearing exterior walls of a structure
for any reason.

We hope this opinion is of assistance. Should you have any questions or wish to
discuss our suggestions, please give me a call.
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Sincerely,

Cunningham, Swan, Carty, Little & Bonham LLPn, Swan, Carty,
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Tony"E. ?ing, c.s.

TEF:kj I

It

W

k'
[1

J

ff

€

*

}
R

Th

CuNNlNGHAM. Sll'AN. Chll:!"1. LlTrLE & BONi-IAM ur

!

[
&

t

!
it

!

g

}

t

Page 45 of 179



ATTACHMENT #2

The Digest of
MUNICIPAL & PLANNING LAW

ISSN 1181-9006

Editor in Chief: John Mascarin, M.A., LL.B.
Aird & Berlis LLP

Cited 4 D.M.P.L. (2d)

Published 12 times per year by
CARSWELL, A D?VIS?ON OF
THOMSON REUTERS CANADA LIMITED
One Corpora}e Plaza
2075 Kennedy Fload
Toronto, Ontario
M1T3V4

Production Editor: Tara Russell

(2010) 4 D.M.P.L. (2d), January 2CllO, Issue 13

Subscription Rate is $480 !or 12 issues per
annum

@ 2009 Thomson Reu{ers Canada Limi}ed
Printed in Canada by Thomson Reuters.

Customer Relations
Toronto 1-416-609-3800

Elsewhere in Canada/U.S. 1-800-387-!5164
Fax 416-298-5082
vmw.carswell.com

E-mail www.carswell.com/email

THE EVOLUTION OF LEGAL NON-CONFORMING RIGHTS

by Michae} Polowin and Elad Gafni

" Introduction

Many, if not most, municipalities across Ontario have provi-
, sions in their zoning by-laws that purport to limit repair, ren-

ovation or use of buildings that are non-conforming as to use
or non-complying as to performance standards. The intent
and effect of these by-laws are to "encourage" property own-
ers to bring non-conformity or non-compliance to an end.
Two recent decisions, TDL Group Corp. v. Ottawa (City),
2009 CarswellOnt 7336 (O.M.B.), striking out a portion of
the City of Ottawa's zoning by-law regarding non-con-
forming rights, and Ottawa (City) v. TDL Group Corp., 2009
CarswellOnt 7)68 (Ont. Div. ct.), which denied the City of
Ottawa's leave to appeal of an order of the Ontario Munici-
pal Board (OMB or Board), signifies a clear and unambigu-
ous ruling that municipalities may not limit or coercively
bring to an end non-conforming or non-complying rigbts be-
yond the narrow constraints permitted by the'Plaiming Act,
R.S.0. 1990, c. P.l3 and at common law.

Background
In 2001, the new City of Ottawa (the City) was created by
the amalgamation of the Region of Ottawa-Carleton and 11
local municipalities. On June 25, 2008, following approxi-
mately five years of public consultation, the City enacted
Comprehensive Zoning By-Law 2008-250 ("CZBL"). The
CZBL harn'ionizea the existing 36 zoning by-laws from the
former municipalities comprising the new City, into a single
zoning by-law, arid was designed to implement the new Offi-

cial Plan of the City, which was adopted on May 14, 2003
and amended in July 2005.
Over seventy appeals regarding the enactment of the CZBL
were received by the Ontario Municipal Board. One of these
appeals was brought by The TDL Group Corp. ("TDL") to
challenge the validity of section 3 of the CZBL which con-
cerned non-conformity and non-compliance. TDL alleged
that section 3 of the CZBL was contrary to section 34(9)(a)
of the Planning Act and was outside the City's authority.

Legislation
Section 34(9)(a) of the Planning Act creates an exemption to
the scope of zoning by-laws that municipalities may enact.
The effect of section 34(9)(a) is to establish legal non-coii-
forming uses which are lawful violations of current zoning
by virtue of the fact that the use of the land or s'lrucmre ex-
isted in compliance with applicable by-laws before the by-
laws with which there is non-compliance was passed. Sec-
tion 34(9)(a) provides:

34. (9) No by-law passed under this section applies,
(a) to prevent the use of any land. building or stmcture for any
purpose prohibited by tbe by-law if such land, building or struc-
rure svas lawfiilly used for such purpose on the day of the pass-
ing of the by-law, so long as it continues to be used for that
purpose;

The impugned section 3 of the CZBL reads, in part, as
follows:

3. (l) Notliing in this section affects subsection 34(9) of the Planning
Act, R.S.0. 1990, Excep{ed Lands and Buildings, whkh addresses
non-conforming uses.
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(2) No person svill repair or rebuild any part of any building housing
or other'wise used in connectiori svith a non-conjorrning use, e.vcept as
set out iii subsection (3).

(3) 'vVheri (l building, structure. .ftrcility or othenvise, iiicludiiig septic
trod other servicing systems, used rn connection svrth a non-con-
forming use is damaged or demolished, the non-conforming right is
not exririguislied if: (By-law 2008-462)

(a) the damage or demomiori 111(IS invoLuntary;
(b) rhe buikling is repaired or re-occupied befoi'e the expiiy of
two years: and

(c) the b?iilding cominues to be used for }he same purpose itfter
it is repaired as it was used before it was damaged or
demolished.

(4) Nori-conforming rrglits are exlinguislied:
(ii) where the damage, demolition or remosial of a building is
not invohmtary:
(b) where a damaged building is not reparred or re-occupied
b4ore t]ie expiry of two years: or
(c) where (he non-conforming use,

(i) is abandoned, or

(ii) is changed without permission from {he CommiFtee of
Adj1i5tmen(.

(5) This section applies, with all necessary modification, to a non-
complying building.

. . . [Emphasis added]

Ontario Municipal Board Decision
The position of TDL before the Board was that sec6on 3 of
the CZBL unlawfully attempted to narrow, amend and re-
strict the non-conforming rights of property owners beyond
the jurisdiction of the City pursuant to the Planning Act. Spe-
cifically, TDL took issue with the fact that subsections 3(3)
and (4) of the CZBL purported to extinguish property own-
ers' legal non-conforming rights where "damage, demolition
or removal of a building is not involuntary", as contrasted to
circumstances where repair or rebuilding is done as a result
of "involuntary" damage, demolition or removal (i.e. causes
beyond the control of the owner).
TDL referred the Board to numerous cases standing for the
proposition that as long as the intention of an owner is to
continue a long-established pattern of usage, then there can
be no loss of a non-conforming use as a result of damage or
demolition, whether it was voluntary or non-voluntary.
Moreover, TDL took the position that the decision of the Su-
preme Court of Canada in Saint-Romuald (Ville) c. Olivier
(2001), [2001?2 S.C.R. 898, 22 M.P.L.R. (3d) 1, 2001 Car-
swellQue 2013, 2001 CarswellQue 2014, [2001] S.C.J. No.
54, REJB 2001-25834, 2001 SCC 57, 204 D.L.R. (4th) 284,
275 N.R. l (s.c.c.) stood for the, proposition that non-con-
forming ?and non-complying use's' arae not fixed, but can
evolve over time, provided that the impact on the surround-
ing neighbourhood was minimal. As Binnie J. held, "[u]nder
the doctrine of "acquired rights", the respondents were not
only entitled to continue to use the premises as they were
when the new by-law was passed, but was given some flexi-
bility in the operation of that use", including the right to
"normal evolution" and to "adapt to the demands of the mar-
ket or the technology that are relevant to it" (para. 19). Sec-
tion 3 of the CZBL unlawfully frustrated this right to the

"normal evolution" of non-conforming uses by prohibiting
activities such as the installation of energy-saving windows
or the repair of a decrepit roof because such renovations
would run afoul of the prohibition on voluntary damage,
demolition or removal contained in subsections 3(3) and (4).
In contrast, the City argued that section 3 was air appropriate
vehicle to encourage or "cause" the "evolution" of land use
over time from "a legal non-conforming use to one in con-
forn'iity with the zoning by-law" (pages 8-9). In oral evi-
dence before the Board, the City's land use planner con-
firmed that the effect of section 3 of the CZBL was that "if a
property owner repairs or rebuilds voluntarily, to maintain,
upgrade or modernize the building, the non-conforming or
non-complying right is lost" (page 3). In fact, according to
the City's planner, the City's intent [of section 3 was] to
gradually phase out existing legal non-conforming uses
(page 3).

The OMB re'3ected the City's argument in this regard and de-
termined as fouows at page 10:

[Qln a clear rcading of section 34(9)(a) of the Act . . . such a munici-
pal in(ent arid errect of a zoning by-law is not permit(ed by the Act.
[. . .?

The cases ci(ed by }he Appellant, especially lhe decisions of (he Su-
preme Court of Canada, Central Jesvish [nstitute v. Cigi of Toronto
aird Saint-Ronutald (Ci5i) v. Olivier affirm the right of a landowner to
continue wi}h a legal non-confomiing use. In fact, the Supreme Court
of Canada decisions stand for the proposition that such a use may be
expanded wilhin (he confines of the building, may be intensified as
part of }he pre-existing ac(ivity, and finally, of particular relevance to
the case at hand, may see "renewal and change" (Saiiit-Romuald
(City) 11. Olivier).

The Board finds that section 3 ot' the CZBL specitically operates to
prohibit such "renewal itnd cliange". [Emphasis in original?

The City also argued that voluntary cessation of use, includ-
ing for voluntary repair or replacement of elements of the
building, brings legal non-conforming and non-complying
uses to an end, and that such will not be the case only if such
cessation is beyond the control of the property owner. How-
ever, once again, the Board disagreed, holding that the inten-
tion of the property owner was paramount. The Bowd stated
at pages 10-11:

The appellant would not lose its rights (O its legal non-conforming use
during a c}osure for a voluntary repair or even replacement of the
building. The Board notes the words of the court in Rotstein v. Oro-
Medonte (Township of): ". . . inten(ion is a relevant factor to be con-
sidered in the case of a long-established pattern of use."

Finally, the Board rejected the two-year Iimitation period for
repairing and reoccupying specified in sections 3(3)(b) and
3(4)(b) of the CZBL. The Board wrote at page 11:

Again, there is nothing in section 34(9%a) which allows for the extin-
guishment of a landowner's right (o a legal noti-conforming use if re-
pairs or renovations are not completed tieFore the expiry of two years.
As noted above, "in(ention" is determinative. If a landowner demon-
slrates a continuous intention to continue a long-established pattern of
usage. therc is no loss of its right, regardless of the time it takes to
complete repairs.

The Board then ultimately concluded that "section 3 of the
CZBL, in its entirety, improperly narrows, atnends and re-
stricts the right of a property owner to a legal non-con-
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formiiig ?ise, contrary to section 34(9)(a) of the Planning Act.
Section 3 is beyond the juxisdiction of the City" (page 11).

Divisional Court Decision

The City sought leave to appeal the decision of tlte Board
repealing section 3 of the CZBL to the Divisional Court. As
a preliminary matter, the City sought that subsections 3(6) to
(8) of the CZBL be restored. There was no evidence before
the Board that these three subsections were unlawful pursu-
ant to the Planning Act. In fact, both the planners for the City
and TDL supported these provisions. Justice Toscano Roc-
camo ordered, on consent of both parties, that subsections
3(6) to (8) be remitted to a rehearing of the matter before the
OMB pursuant to section 43 of the Ontario Municipal Board
Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. 0.28.

After reviewing the parties' submissions with respect to the
standard of reviesv, the court held the appropriate standard of
a review of a decision of the Board to be reasonableness,

given that "the Board has specialized expertise in interpret-
ing the provisions of the Planning Act, including Section 34,
and in applying its underlying policies" (para. 19).

While adn'iitting that "the interpretation of Section 3 of the
CZBL is open to considerable debate, such as to arguably
run afoul of Section 34(9) of the Plaiming Acf' (para. 28)
and that its position with respect to the definition of "dam-
age" in the CZBL was "evolving" (para. 29), the City never-
theless asserted that:

[V]olun(ary "demoli(ion" of a stnicture as ?inder Section 3(4) of (he
CZBL justifies termination of legal non-conforming rights in the ab-
sence of airy intention to cominue the non-conforming use at the time
ilie by-law was passed, co?ipled with an interruption in continuity or
physical existence of the simcture. (para. 29)

TDL argued that the Board's reasoning was an appropriate
application of the Ontario Court of Appeal decision in Ot-
tawa (City) v. Capital Parking Inc. (2002), 28 M.P.L.R. (3d)
223, 212 D.L.R. (4th) 342, 2002 CarswellOnt 1197, 158
O.A.C. 174, 59 0.R. (3d) 327, [2002] o.y. No. 1511 (Ont.
C.A.), which concerned whether the defendant, which en-
joyed a legal non-conforming use as a public garage, could
be subject to performance standards in the City of Ottawa's
zoning by-laws.

All zoning by-laws fall under one of either of two categories:
(l) land use provisions; or (2) performance standards provi-
sions. In Capital Parking, Doherty J.A. applied the reasoning
of the Supreme Court in Saint-Romuald and held that per-
formance standards will fail where they are found to interfere
with acquired rights, in that they alter the nature of a legal
non-conforming use or interfere with the real and reasonable
expectations flowing from a legal non-conforming use (para.
35). TDL took the position, supported by the Court, that sec-
tion 3 of the CZBL, which was a performance standard be-
cause it did not purport to regulate the types of uses of land,
ran afoul of the holding in Capital Parking because the pro-
hibition on voluntary repair or renovation unlawfully inter-
fered with the real and reasonable expectation for the right to

"renewal and change" of non-conforming ?ises as articulated
in Saint-Romuald.

After reviewing the submissions of both parties, Toscano
Roccamo J. found that "the Board's decision in this matter

was well reasoned and correct" (para. 39), and stated at
paragraphs 36-37 that:

In specific reference to Capital Parkiiig, supra, where it engaged the
reasoning applied in Saint-Roinuald, the Board concluded that ac-
quired rights entitled property owners to some flexibility in ilie opera-
tion ot' the use, including nomial evolution of some uses. The Board
concluded thai normal evolu(ion of use could encompass demolition
and rebuilding of a property wi(hin i(s footprint with (he intention tg
contirme (he tise of the building or str?icture as it existed prior to the
enactment of a by-law. I find no error in the Board's reiisoning in this
respec(.

In concluding that Section 3 of the CZBL operated to fnistrate the
normal evolution of a legal non-confomiing ?ise (hrougli reneml and
change, }he board accepted (he reasoning in Rotsteiri v. Oro-Medome
(Township of) (2002), 34 M.P.L.R. (3d) 266 (On(. Sup. Ct.) and Mo-
hammed v. Dysart (Munrcipalit?i) Building qfficial (2003), 45
M.P.L.R. (3d) 282 (Om. Sup. Ci.) in support of the proposition thiit
svherc a landowner demons}rates a long established pattern of use.
there is no loss of rights that tlows rrom interruption in use ror reno-
vations or repairs, whether or not wi}hin (he comrol of the property
owner. and regardless of the time needed to effect repairs. Again, I
find no carise (o doub} the Board's reasoning in this regard.

Accordingly, the City's motion for leave to appeal to the Di-
vision Court was dismissed.

Discussion

As noted above, municipalities across Ontario purport to re-
strict property owners' rights to repair, renovate or use build-
ings that are iron-conforming as to use, in apparent (and now
confirmed) contravention of section 34(9)(a) of the Planning
Act. This is not surprising given that acquired rights are a
thorn in the side of municipal planners since they interfere
with the achievement of the City's vision articulated in mu-
nicipal official plans.
The decision of the Board and the Divisional Court in the

matter of the Ottawa (City) v. TDL Group Corp. represents a
warning to cities across the province that the courts will not
tolerate attempts by municipalities to overreach their powers
under the Planning Act and the law to contravene legal non-
conforming rights. As noted by Killeen J. in 382671 0ntario
Ltd. v. London (City) Chief Building Official (1996), 32
M.P.L.R. (2d) 1, 1996 CarswellOnt 1388, [1996] 0.J. No.
1352, 28 0.R. (3d) 718 (Ont. Gen. Div.) by-laws that seek to
restrict non-conforming rights are "nothing more nor less
than a clever attempt by the municipality to trench upon and
even disembowel section 34(9) of the [Planning? Act" (para.
25).

Indeed, many municipalities across the province of Ontario
are arguably running afoul of the law with respect to non-
conforming rights. At the time of writing, zoning by-laws in
the City of Oriuia, the Town of Haldimand, the City of
Sudbury, and the Town of Dunnville all essentially permit,
with minor variances in wording, the strengthening or resto-
ration to a safe condition of any non-conforming building or
structure, while restricting the right to rebuild or repair only
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for situations where the non-conforming building or structure
is damaged or destroyed by causes beyond the control of the
owner. See City of Orillia's By-laws No. 2005-72, ss. 3.4.3
and 3.4.5; the TOW?I of Haldimaiid's By-laws 1-H 86, ss.
6.3.1 and 6.3.2; the City of Sudbury's By-laws No. 95-5002,
s. 4(4)(a); and the Town of Dumwille's By-laws l-DU 80,
ss. 6.3.l and 6.3.2. The effect of these by-laws is to prohibit
voluntary repair or renovation other than for the purpose of
improving the safety condition of a iron-conforming building
or structure. Consequently, renovation for upgrading or mod-
ernizing a building, such as the installation of energy-saving
windows, would arguably not be permitted. However, as the
Board noted in the TDL decision, such restrictions on volun-

tary repair and renovation are in direct conflict with Binnie
J.'s ruling in Saint-Romuald that municipalities cannot frus-
trate the normal evolution of non-conforming uses through
"renewal and change".
Even more egregious violations of non-conforming rights
can be found in zoning by-laws that prohibit the restoration
of non-conforming buildings or structures when they are
damaged or destroyed even in cases where the destruction is
due to causes beyond the control of the owner. For example,
the City of Guelph prohibits "the rebuilding of a non-con-
forn'iing use if it should be destroyed" (Zoning By-law
(1995) - 14864, s. 2.5.3.4). No definition is provided for
the term "destroyed". The City of Barrie prohibits the resto-
ration of any non-conforming building or structure "other
than a single detached dwelling, converted dwelling or a
multiple fan'Thly 'dwelling which has been destroyed to the ex-
tent of more than fifty percent of the structure (exclusive of
walls below grade)" (Zoning By-law 85-95, s. 4.2.6). While
residents of the City of Thunder Bay who own legal non-
conforming "occupied dwellings" that are "damaged or de-
stroyed by accidental fire or a natural disaster" are permitted
to reconstruct their buildings, osgtners of legal non-con-
forming buildings or structures "other than a dwelling . . .
which has been damaged by accidental fire or natural disas-
ter to the extent of more than sixty percent (60%) of its value
are precluded from restoring their buildings or structures"
(Zoning By-law 177-1983, s. 5.11.l(a) and (b)).
Such attempts are contrary to Toscano Roccamo J.'s holding
in the TDL Group Corp. case that "where a landowner dem-
onstrates a long established pattern of use, there is no loss of
rights that flows from interruption in use for renovations or
repairs, whether or not within the control of the property
owner" (para. 37). It should be noted that nowhere in the
Planning Act are distinctions made with respect to repair and
renovation rights between different types of non-conforming
uses, and therefore such attempts in the above noted by-laws
are unjustified and unlawful.
Finally, there are also examples of zoning by-laws from
across the province that place time limits on the repair or re-

construction of a non-conforming building or struct?ire simi-
lar to the two-year limitation period in subsections 3(3)(b)
and 3(4)(b) of the City of Ottawa's CZBL that were repealed
by the Board and the Court. The City of Kingston permits
the replacement of a non-conforming building destroyed by
any means beyond the control of the owner "provided that
construction is commenced within one year from the date of
destruction and provided that the buildiiig is compfeted
within a reasonable time thereafter" (Zoning By-law No.
8499, s. 5.24(a)). Similarly, the City of Orillia allows the re-
building or repair of airy building or structure that is dam-
aged or destroyed by causes beyond the control of the owner
"provided such rebuilding or repair is conducted within two
years" (Zoning By-law 2005-72, s. 3.4.5). However, as the
Board held in its decision at page 11, and which was af-
firmed by the Divisional Co?irt, "[i?f a landowner demon-
strates a continuous intention to continue a long-established
pattern of usage, there is no loss of its right, regardless of the
time it takes to complete repairs."

The above examples of zoning by-laws from across Ontario
demonstrate the extent to which municipalities attempt to
"encourage" or ca?ise the "evolution" over time from legal
non-conforming uses to ones in conformity with current zon-
ing by-laws. The judgment in Ottawa (City) v. TDL Group
Coip. represents for the first time a clear and ?inambiguous
ruling that such efforts by municipalities are contrary to sec-
tion 34(9)(a) of the Planning Act and are, therefore, beyond
their jurisdiction. Municipalities must ensure that their zon-
ing by-laws conform to the law with respect to legal non-
conforming rights.

Michael Polouiin is a partner with Gowling Lafleur Hender-
son [1,P in Ottawa, practicing in Developinent and Planning
Law. Mr. Polowin advises and represents clients through the
fidl spectrum of the development process. He has acted for
some of the largest developers in Canada, and has beeyt in-
volved in developments throughout the Ottawa area and
Eastern arid Soydhern Ontario. Mr. Polowin also acts on be-

half of inuiiicipalities in Eastern Ontario on planning and
development and public-private partnership matters.

Elad Gafni is air Articling Student with Gowling Lafleur
Henderson LLP in Ottawa, where he also worked as a Sum-
mer Student. He graduated in 2009 with an LL.B. (Cum
Laude) from the English Common Law Program at the Uni-
versity of Ottawa. Prior to law school Elad attended Queen's
University on a Chancellor's Scholarship where he received
a B.A. (Hons.) in Economics, as well as the University ofTo-
ronto on an Ontario Graditate Scholarship where he re-
ceived an M.A. in Economics.

Judgment orders: (416) 609-3800; Fax (416) 298-5094
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ATTACHMENT#3
Lindsay Mills

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Hans J Kummer <kummer@mast.queensu.ca>
April-16-16 3:15 PM
Lindsay Mills; peck.ja@kos.net
the proposed bylaw for grandfathered structures

Dear Ms Mills,

l possess a house at 4594 Red Maple Lane which is situated less than the required 100' distance from the Iake shore of
Loughborough Lake on a Iot whose size is approximately one acre. l fear that the proposed bylaw concerning
grandfathered structures would negatively effect the sale value of my home. I have paid higher and higher property
taxes for my property, because it has 200' waterfront. l think there are a great number of property owners in South
Frontenac who are in a similar position as l am. l therefore ask you to reconsider the implementation of the proposed
bylaw.

Sincerely yoi.irs
Hans J. Kummer

1
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Lindsay Mills

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:

kfrancis@kos.net

April-21-16 12:53 PM
Wayne Orr
Lindsay Mills; Angela Maddocks; rvandewal@southfrontac.net
Proposed By-Law Changes

Dear Mr Orr,
l am writing to express my concern reg,arr3ing the proposed by-law changes
5.10.2 and 5.11. The dwellings on my property were built in the 1920's and are located within the 30 meter setback.
Like many other SF property owners, the proposed changes would have a very negative impact for me.

My second concern is with another 'housekeeping' item from the same document:

Loughborough Mapping Changes
8. Schedule B the zoning map for Loughborough District has three errors that should be corrected. These are:
i) Part of Lot 7, Concession V. A residential lot at Sydenbam Lake accessed by Sheila Lane, is erroneously zoned
Recreational Resort Commercial (RRC). This zone should be changed to Limited Service Residential Waterfront (RLSW).

My questions are:
1) How was it determined that the RRC zoning was an error?
2) Why wasn't l notified of the proposed zone change and given an opportunity to defend or relinquish the zone status?
3) Is making a zone change without notifying the property owner legal?

This property has been in my family since the 1930's, and it was a recreational resort during this time, so one should not
assume that being zoned RRC is an error.

l have left two detailed voice messages with Lindsey Mills, and he has not returned my calls. l would appreciate
clarification regarding the zoning issue and the proposed by-law change.

Sincerely,
Kathleen Francis

613-376-3799

1
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Lindsay Mills

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:

Website Administrator

April-18-16 8:08 AM
Afrobb38@aol.com

Wayne Orr; Lindsay Mills
RE: Planning Proposal d/18 Jan 2016 re Amendment to CZ

Thank you for your email. I have copied it to Lindsay Mills, Planner and Wayne Orr, CAO. We will include this with our
April 26 Committee of the Whole agenda.

-----Original Message-----
From: noreply@esolutionsgroup.ca jmailto:noreply@esolutionsgroup.cal On Behalf Of Afrobb38@aol.com
Sent: April-17-16 2:13 PM
To: Website Administrator

Subject: Planning Proposal d/18 Jan 2016 re Amendment to CZ

My Property: 020-020-40700-0000 (Bobs Lake Poplar lsland)l would liked to have appeared before the Council on 21
April but l am too late to make a request because l have been away and just received this information.
I am generally in agreement with the proposals from staff regarding amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning By-law
with one exception. l disagree that section 5.11 should be removed.
Our cottage property is perfectly viable as a seasonal residence. It was approved and legally built in the early 1980s even
though there is no place on the island that was 30m from the water in every direction. If the cottage was destroyed by
fire or storm, there is no alternate footprint that is 30m from the water. If this sort of disaster should occur, l should be
able to rebuild my cottage on its present foundation without having to go through a costly and Iong minor variance
process.

The cottage has an approved drilled well and an approved septic field.
l feel that section 5.11 should be retained or rewritten in such a way that properties such as ours can be rebuilt on the
current foot print without having the added expense or a minor variance procedure.

Origin: http://www.southfrontenac.net/en/index.asp

This email was sent to you by Andrew Robb<Afrobb38@aol.com> through http://www.southfrontenac.net/.

1
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Lindsay Mills

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Tom McLellan <drtom.mclellan@gmail.com>
April-17-16 8:49 PM
Lindsay Mills
zoning by-Iaw amendments

Hi Lindsay,
As owners of a cottage on Leonard Lane on Green Bay, Bob's Lake, Jane and I would like to provide input
regarding the proposed amendments to the zoning by-law,

First, there are a number of properties that have buildings currently located closer than the 30 metre setback,
which have been grandfathered with past by-laws. If any of these buildings need to be restored or rebuilt
(without destruction by fire or weather) how does the existing amendment handle these situations? For many of
these residents, these grandfathered buildings are part of their summer rental business and rebuilding small
rental cottages 30 m from the water may not be an option. Some of the owners of these businesses that we
know do not own property further than 3 0 m from the water so rebuilding would not be an option. This is their
livelihood and changing the rules could have a huge financial impact on these people.

The other issue is that current owners of cottage properties with buildings within the 30 metre setback have
bought these properties in good faith with the understanding that restoration was permitted on the existing
footprint. Current owners have also purchased these properties, which required substantial financial investment,
for present-day recreational use but also as a long-term financial investment. If you cannot rebuild on the
existing foot print and your lot does not permit a 30 metre setback what are you supposed to do? No one would
consider buying such a property. These proposed changes are really unfair and unethical for current owners. It's
one thing to have rules for new owners who purchase property without existing stmctures on the lot, but it's
totally not right to change the rules for existing owners who purchased their property and their cottage under a
different set of by-laws that pertnitted restoration on the current footprint (even without destmction by fire or
weather). They should still be permitted to rebuild on the existing footprint as should new owners who purchase
their property some time in the future.

Jane and Tom McLellan

Tom M. McLellan, Ph.D. FACSM
Director

TM McLellan Research Inc.

Exercise and Environrnental Physiology Research Consultant
orrom.mcteltan@,gmait.com
905-642-0659 (office)
416-206-9367 (cell)

1
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Lindsay Mills

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:

Parker, Andrew <APARKER@MCCARTHY.CA>
April-20-16 7:11 PM
Lindsay Mills; Wayne Orr
patbarrl@aol.com; councillorrevill@gmail.com; lparker@edc.ca
RE: Objection to Proposed "Housekeeping Changes" to the Bylaws of South Frontenac

Hello Lindsay,

Thanks for the note but l respectfully disagree.

Our view is that the proposed changes are of course about the use of land. The proposed changes can be interpreted to
say that if a grandfathered property is renovated by taking down one wall (even if it is an interior wall) then the owner is
not permitted to do it because it becomes vacant and must be moved. Or if one exterior wall is damaged or in need of
repair it cannot be repaired or replaced unless the building is moved. In our view that is limiting the use of the
property. A property owner should be able to renovate their property within the existing foot print in accordance with
the current by-laws and the proposed amendment goes too far by restricting an owner's rights to do that, which we
believe is against the Planning Act.

Also, l have heard from other sources that your view is that the removal of section 5.11 will just require a minor
variance application in the future if a property is involuntarily destroyed. Removal of such a section from the by-laws
will only provide a future regulator or official the opportunity to say "rebuilding of a structure that is destroyed by an
involuntary event on the same footprint is of course not allowed because there is nothing in the by-Iaw that permits it"
or "silence in the by-laws means it is not permitted and that is supported by the fact that there was an amendment to
remove it". Your proposal will also require an owner to hire a lawyer and apply for that variance which is expensive and
time consuming and has an uncertain outcome. The interpretation of the legislature, by-laws, rules and regulations is
based on the wording of such documents. Without any words there is nothing to interpret. That then leaves a property
owner with no recourse in a situation that was not their fault. So, if there is some concern over the wording in that

section to deal with derelict buildings, deleting the section is not the answer. By the way, our view is that the language
in the current bylaw does not need to be changed in any event.

Respectfully,

Andrew and Lisa Parker

From: Lindsay Mills [mailto:lmills@southfrontenac.netJ
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2016 12:54 PM
To: Parker, Andrew; Wayne Orr
Cc: patbarrl@aol.com; councillorrevill@qmail.com; Iparker@edc.ca
Subject: RE: Objedion to Proposed ?Housekeeping Changes? to the Bylaws of South Frontenac

Dear Lisa and Andrew Parker,

Thanks for your letter.

Just to be clear, we are not talking about the use of the Iand. We are only talking about the placement of buildings on
the Iand.

1
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If there is a structure that pre-dated our by-Iaws that is now Iocated within the 30 metre setback from a waterbody and
the owner voluntarily takes it down then we would want it rebuilt according to the setbacks of the day. If it can"t meet
the 30 metre setback because of certain restrictions on the Iand then we would consider it as part of a minor variance

application.

Either way it is very unlikely that it could not be rebuilt somewhere on the lot.

I hope this helps.

Lindsay Mills

From: Parker, Andrew [mailto:APARKER@MCCARTHY.CA'l
Sent: April-19-16 10:26 AM
To: Wayne Orr
Cc: Lindsay Mills; patbarrl@aol.com; councillorrevill@qmail.com; lparker@edc.ca
Subject: Objedion to Proposed ?Housekeeping Changes" to the Bylaws of South Frontenac

Please see attached letter for your consideration.
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Andrew Parker

Par}nerl Associ6
Business i Affaites
T: 416-601-7939

C: 647-286-7939

F: 416-868-0673

E: aparker@mccadhy.ca

McCarthy TMrault LLP
Sui}e 5300
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Toromo ON M5K 1 E6
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This e-mail may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure. No waiver
whatsoever is intended by sending this e-mail which is intended only for the named recipient(s). Unauthorized
use, dissemination or copying is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please notify the sender and
destroy all copies of this e-mail. Our privacy policy is available at www.mccarthy.ca.

Click here to unsubscribe from commercial electronic messages. Please note that you will continue to receive
non-commercial electronic messages, such as account statements, invoices, client communications, and other
similar factual electronic communications.

Suite 5300, TD Bank Tower, Box 48, 66 Wellington Street West, Toronto, ON M5K 1E6
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JOHN AND B[m SIMIPSON

Box 11080 Carslake Lane

SYDENHAM, ON KOH 2T0

Ph. 613 376 3571 email asdplan@,telus.net

April 19, 2016

Mayor and Council
Township of South Frontenac
Box 100

SYDENHAM, ON KOH 2TO

Dear Mayor and Councillors,

RE: Proposed bylaw changes to Section s of the zoning bylaw

It is my understanding that the Township is contemplating some rather major changes to
the Zoning bylaw and in particular Section s of the Bylaw, without any required public
consultation. These changes have significant consequences to all landowners and
particularly those with waterfront properties. These changes should be rejected by
Council until proper consultation has been undertaken.

The zoning bylaw that was approved in 2005 instantly made in my opinion, over 90% and
likely close to 1 00% of lakeshore cottages, houses and buildings non-conforming in that
it established a minimum 30 metre setback from waterbodies for such buildings. In
establishing this minimum setback, any existing development closer than 30 metres
becomes non-conforming.

By definition non-conforming buildings are limited in terms of being able to renovate and
expand thus limiting the future opportunities for landowners to maximize the use and
enjoyment of their property. The proposed amendment would seek to further reduce the
rights of property owners by denying owners to right to renovate and reconstruct older
and smaller cottage buildings and properties.

The approval of the bylaw in 2005 unknowingly or otherwise has created a huge issue for
the Township in that anyone seeking to purchase an existing cottage is likely purchasing a
non-conforming building and thereby limiting future opportunities for improvement. I
am guessing that this likely wasn't explained to the general public or to Council in 2005.

In my time on Sydenham Lake, over 50 years as a family, I have witnessed the transition
of cottage development to year round residences as well as the expansion/replacement of
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older cottages to newer and larger ones. In most cases, I applaud the improvements that
have been made as the new buildings are well designed, well maintained and are a general
improvement over the previous existing buildings. This should be something that the
municipality should be encouraging not discouraging.

With any new development brings the opportunity to improve lakeside development and
reduce the overall impact on the lake including the requirement for new sewage systems.
This is in addition to creating a larger tax base for the Township.

The proposed amendments consist of 2 major changes. The first would change Section
5.10.2 by eliminating any ability for any reconstruction through adding the words
"Reconstruction of the building is prohibited?.

Based on the information presented in the March 1 5'h memo to Council, the planners
believe that this section has allowed existing dwellings to be demolished and rebuilt on
the same footprint. They appear to argue that this is not consistent with the policies in the
Official Plan and therefore must be stopped.

On the other hand, the Building Officials who deal with the public on a daily basis
understand that strict enforcement of this policy is not practical and have allowed
buildings to be reconstruction on the same footprint. The planners obviously disagree
with this and want to force a different agenda.

The wording to modify this section to prohibit reconstruction is not acceptable. A
landowner should have the right to reconstruct a building on a site provided that the non-
complying portion of the building does not further decrease the area of non- compliance.
In other words, a reconstructed building should not be allow to encroach into a water
front setback more than what was originally allowed.

The second amendment proposes that Section 5.11 be deleted in its entirety. This deals
with the replacement of buildings and structures. It could be argued that this section
provides the opportunity for reconstruction and therefore is contradictory to the Official
Plan.

In the absence of a specific regulation (this section) to deal with existing non-conforming
buildings (90% of all cottages and dwellings in the township), the planners will argue that
the rules do not permit any reconstruction thereby achieving their desire to move
everything back beyond 30 metres. The discussion at the time of a permit application will
be that the municipality is not allowed to approve anything that isn't specifically allowed
under the bylaw. Removal of this section allows them to invoke a zero tolerance policy
to any replacement or renovation to existing non-conforming structures. Moreover they
will argue that section s .2.10 prohibits reconstruction.

The suggestion that without the section, the matter would simply be referred to the
committee of adjustment to deal with. This is simply wrong and misleading.
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It has been suggested that the way around the ?new? rules is for the landowner to apply to
the Cornmittee of Adjustment for approval to relax the rules. This begs two questions,
why have the rules if they are going to be relaxed all the time? Secondly, why have the
landowner go through the added time and expense just to relax the rules? This process
does not make sense. Further, what is to stop the planners from arguing that the
comtnittee of adjustment has no authority to deal with any application as the bylaw
prohibits the reconstruction or that the official plan prohibits reconstruction of existing
structures ?

It is my belief that the current bylaw that created thousands of non-conforming uses is
fundamentally flawed. I have never seen an approach taken to deliberately establish rules
that created so many non-conforming uses without regard for the rights of the property
owners. Indeed, the approach should have been to reduce the number of non-conforming
uses unless there is a specific policy direction that is to be applied in which case it should
only be done after and with the support of the general public. If the Township policy is
"We hate cottages? then the current bylaw and proposed amendments make sense.
However I doubt that is Council's policy. It certainly seems to be the policy of the
Township planners however.

Make no mistake, non-conformity brings hardship to landowners in terms of ability to
obtain and collect on insurance in the event of a catastrophe. It creates issues in terms of
arranging for mortgages. It creates a climate of uncertainty. These proposed amendments
only add to the hardship.

In a note prepared by Jeff Peck, it is suggested that the amendments are not housekeeping
but represent major change. I am in complete agreement that the change to Section s
should not be considered as a housekeeping atnendment but rather a major change as it
represents a fundatnental shift in the application of roles to land and buildings in the
Township. The amendment if approved in its current form will prohibit thousands of
landowners from making substantial improvements to existing dwellings, all without
public discussion.

A housekeeping amendment is normally confined to a typographical error, misplaced
decimal, a rounding error from imperial to metric or other similar circumstances and not
to a significant shift in public policy. This is an abuse of powers.

It is noted that there is a major disagreement between the planners, the maker of policy
and the Building Officers who are charged with implementing policy. It is clear that the
Building Officials recognize the issues with respect to trying to implement this proposed
unworkable policy on a day to day basis. It is further noted that there is no background
information, analysis or factual information on which to base a decision and support the
change, only anecdotal and value based comments.
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Therefore, I urge Council to reject the amendments proposed.

- - th -I will be out of country on April 26 and cannot attend the Cornrmttee of the Whole
meeting but I understand that a second opportunity may avail itself on May lO'h. If
possible and if the agenda has this as an issue, I would be happy to attend and answer any
questions with respect to this submission.

Sincerely,

John A. Simpson
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April 13 2016        
 
Mr. Wayne Orr 
CAO Township of South Frontenac 
4432 George Street 
Sydenham, Ontario KOH 2TO 
 
RE: Proposed “Housekeeping Changes” to the 30 M Setback By Laws  
 
Dear Mr. Orr, 
 
The Greater Bobs and Crow Lakes Association (GBCLA), a lake 
association advocating for over 1430  cottagers, would like to voice their 
vigorous objection to the proposed “Housekeeping Changes” to the 
Township of South Frontenac’s (TSF) Bylaws (Section 5.10.2 and 5.11) 
concerning 30 M Setbacks for “grandfathered lakeshore properties’. 
 
These ill timed, poorly presented and perceived deliberative amendments 
have the appearance of being devious, manipulative and lacking in 
integrity. The Township has made little effort to inform the grandfathered 
property owners that they intend to change bylaws which affect their 
property rights and economic position. This approach has outraged our 
members and we find it to be fundamentally flawed and undemocratic. 
 
Over 30 % of the cottages on Bobs and Crow Lakes are subject to the 30 
M grandfathered footprint clause. We as an Association are concerned 
about the environment  yet the rights of cottage owners; the property 
values of these dwellings; the implication by the TSF that many of these 
building are neglected; and the removal of the “act of God” clause in the 
Bylaws requires consultative attention. We believe that this proposed 
‘housekeeping amendment” takes away ones rights as a landowner. 

 

• Property rights of these grandfathered ‘footprint ‘cottages that 
have been lived in and kept in working order by (in some cases) 
generations of families may be jeopardized.  By denying 
lakeshore owners future improvements within their 
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grandfathered footprint the TSF is taking away their rights as a 
home owner. 

• The reference, within these “housekeeping amendments” of 
“continually neglected buildings”, connotes that cottages within 
the 30 M set back are all subject to undo discrimination. The 
vast majority of cottage owners have maintained their dwellings 
and their sites are structurally sound. The TSF should identify 
clearly that those who do not maintain their dwellings and have 
buildings that are not sound structurally may lose their 
grandfathered footprint. This should be a separate clause and 
not identified with all dwellings within the 30 M setback. 

• The ‘Act of God’ clause should be kept to allow the lakeshore 
owner to rebuild on their grandfathered footprint in a situation 
that has been deemed an act of god . It should not take a minor 
variance to allow such an action. This appears to be a cash 
grab by the TSF. 

• What are the risks proposed by the bylaw changes identified as 
housekeeping? These bylaws could affect property values of 
lakeshore owners who are within the 30 M setback creating a 
two tier buyer market. 

• Finally, we as taxpayers in the Township of South Frontenac 
are concerned about the potential legal challenges and 
associated cost that these unnecessary ‘housekeeping 
changes” will bring to bear upon the Township. 

 
The Greater Bobs and Crow Lakes Association would like to present our 
concerns at the April 26 meeting of the TSF Council to further articulate our 
opposition to this action. 
 
We request that you review and respond to the attached questions that 
have been brought forward by our members. We would appreciate your 
reply by April 19, 2016. We thank you in advance for this action. 
 
Sincerely submitted on behalf of the Board of Directors of the GBCLA, 

Larry Arpaia 
Larry Arpaia, President GBCLA 
306 Island Drive Lane 
RR # 3 Maberly, ON  K0H 2B0 
613 279 3210   
larryarpaia@gmail.com 
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Questions submitted by the Greater Bobs and Crow Lakes 
Association to the Townships of South Frontenac 

concerning the proposed “Housekeeping amendments” to 
Section 5.10.2 and 5.11 of their Bylaws concerning the 30 M 

Setbacks. 
 

Submitted by Larry Arpaia (President GBCLA)  
For the Executive of the Association) 

 
 

1. What are the intent, purpose and long term implications envisioned 
by the TSF in implanting the TSF’s “housekeeping amendment” 
(Section 5.10.2 and 5.11)?  
 

2. The TSF has tried over the past few years to open a dialogue, and 
create an opportunity to communicate issues pertinent to our lakes 
and our lakeshore owners with the Lake Associations within TSF. 
Why did the TSF not directly reach out to Lake Associations 
concerning this “housekeeping amendment”? 

 
3. The Lake Associations within the TSF were not directly contacted for 

their input prior to this ‘housekeeping amendment ‘being brought 
forward to Council’. An attempt to place a notice of such action on the 
TSF web page (in the first week of April) on such an explosive issue 
has the appearance of being devious, manipulative and lacking in 
integrity. What process has been followed to ensure that all 
grandfathered property owners have been informed of the potential 
changes to sections 5.10.2 and 5.11? 

 
4. This Housekeeping bylaw amendment appears to decrease the 

monetary value of ‘older” cottages around the lakes in South 
Frontenac as it takes away long term “security” of that property. Does 
the TSF accept the fact that over 30% of the properties around Bobs 
and Crow Lakes are affected by the grandfathered bylaw and that 
their property value could decrease with such amendments? 

 
5. Will the TSF staff provide an estimation of what the total net 

depreciation in property values and tax revenue would be on all lakes 
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in the township as a result of the implementation of the 
recommendation related to section 5.11? 
 

6. The January 26, 2016 report to Committee of the Whole suggests 
that the rationale for removing section 5.11 (‘damage, safety issues 
or acts of god’) is that people are circumventing the intent of this 
section by deliberately allowing their cottage to deteriorate to the 
point where it is uninhabitable and therefore must be reconstructed. 
How many applications under section 5:11 have been made where 
the staff perceive that the grandfathered cottage was deliberately 
allowed to deteriorate to the point that it needed to be reconstructed? 

 
 

7. Have the staff considered and put a cost forward for the elected 
officials the potential cost to the township of a broad legal challenge 
should the recommendations related to sections 5.10.2 and 5.11 be 
implemented? 

 
8. Lakeshore owners and taxpayers, inside 30 meters, will want a clear 

description (ie. black and white) of what grandfathered rights they will 
still hold under the new bylaw.   It seems impossible that the bylaw 
wording can adequately describe the unmanageable number of 
unique circumstances that exist for hundreds of cottages. Has the 
TSF staff undertaken such research and done the appropriate 
synthesis and analysis to understand the long term concerns? 

 
 
Larry Arpaia (President Greater Bobs & Crow Lakes Association) 

613 279 3210 

larryarpaia@gmail.com 

306 Island Drive Lane 

RR #3 Maberly ON  K0H 2B0 
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Presentation to Council – Graeme Watson, 2086 Little Long Lake Road 

 

Concerns with proposed Amendments to Township of South Frontenac 

Comprehensive Zoning By-law: Sections 5.10.2 and 5.11 

 

Outline 

Concerns with 

1. Process 
2. Legal Aspects 
3. Cost 
4. Intent 
5. Clarity 
6. Removal of 5.11 

Illustration of Impact 

Solution 

Process 

• Large numbers affected 
 

• Not enough time and notice given 
o Even if notification was technically adhered to, the gravity of the changes 

and the fundamental degradation of owner rights dictated that a more 
comprehensive notification process should have been implemented.  This 
is further reinforced by the environmental underpinnings of the changes 
which would also indicate that the more extensive public consultation 
provisions of the Environment protection act should be emulated. 
 

• Not housekeeping, large magnitude of impact 

Legal Aspects 

• Common Law rights of property owner subjugated without consultation and 
without demonstrable need. 
 

• Unreasonable taking of land, through Bylaw amendment, circumventing regular 
Real property instruments such as an Order in Council.  
 

• General principal of Municipality being libel for reduction in land value due to 
conservation amendments to official plan upheld by OMB: 
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 Injurious affection  
 

Claim for reduction in market value -- Development lots - Expropria-  
tion of adjacent lands to create a natural area - Reduction in value based on  
proximity to natural area, conservation amendments to official plan, devel-  
opment inefficiencies and market perception of risk - Claims of 20% and  
50% reduction allowed.  

 Paciorka Leaseholds Ltd. v. Windsor (City) ..................................... .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 99 L.c.R. 269 (O.M.B.)  

 

Cost 

Real costs; 

• Cost of variance 

• Cost of legal representation 

• Survey 

• Reconstruction, including relocation of septic and well. 

Value, investment, retirement plans, savings lost 

• Loss of home, if no room to rebuild. 

• Loss of property value. 

• Financial hardship 

• Retirement plans jeopardized. 

Intent of Amendment 

• Intent unclear; why are seasonal residents specifically identified by South 
Frontenac? 

Invitation to Comment 

“These two changes relate to rebuilding cottages within the 
normally required 30 metre setback from water bodies.” 

• Enacting broad reaching legislation in order to address very limited 
circumstances such as derelict structures is fundamentally democratically wrong. 
 

• Reasonably the legislation should be structured with a mechanism to remedy the 
few intended non-compliance situation, without imposing a significant change in 
property rights, instantly stripping the vast majority of reasonable owners of 
fundamental property rights and forcing them to fight for previously guaranteed 
rights. 
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Environmental Intent 

o Many of examples of achieving equivalent environmental aims of buffer 
zone in existing structures: 

� Environmental compensation 
� Best Practices 
� Zero impact structures 

Clarity of amendment 

• Walls – does one count? 
 

• What is the difference between reconstruction and renovation?  Who 
determines? 
 
If Committee of Adjustment determines; why are there the two terms? 

Illustration of Impact 

Personal situation and possible scenarios: 

• Loss of residence would result in unplanned financial strain 
 

• Severance of property may be necessary; resulting in construction and greater 
environmental impact.  Even given the 30 m setback, new houses would exist in 
place of natural habitat, and have associated environmental ramifications such 
as septic, and increased runoff. 
 

• Natural shoreline, will be supplanted by residential activity and landscaping. 
 

• Construction of new house, outside of 30 m, but having larger environmental 
impact. 

Primary Concern 

Loss of inherent property rights, with detrimental consequences and permanent 
ramifications. 

Invitation to Comment 

“These two changes relate to rebuilding cottages within the normally required 30 metre 
setback from water bodies. One change would clarify that, when buildings are removed 
by the owner to rebuild, they must rebuild according to the setbacks now in place. The 
other change would require a minor variance application to rebuild where a building 
within this 30 metres setback is destroyed by fire or tempest.” 
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Currently with 5.11, responsibility lies with property owners to adhere to the set and 
defined structure of the building code enforced through the Chief Building Official.  This 
“housekeeping” item irrevocability shifts that responsibility to the subjective realm of 
Committee of Adjustment.  This is a proposed situation where the care and stewardship 
of the land has been taken from the owners of the land and given over to a changing 
committee not holding the equivalent emotional affinity to the land. 

Best solution 

Leave 5.11 intact, or have equivalent wording which respects the rights of the numerous 
reasonable land stewards and leaves the jurisdiction of this issue under the aegis of the 
building code. 
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Original Letter to Council read into 12 April, 2016 minutes 

Proposed Amendments to Township of South Frontenac 

Comprehensive Zoning By-law: Sections 5.10.2 and 5.11 

 

Concerns – Graeme Watson 

2086 Little Long Lake Road 

 
As a waterfront owner this issue is of great concern to myself.  
 
Personally, I proactively exercise environmental stewardship of my land, including waterfront protection 
and implementing SAR measures. 
 
I work for the Ministry of Transportation and we routinely practice environmental compensation measures 
such as; developing fish habitat to compensate for lost fish habitat due to construction; and planting 10 
Butternut trees for every one cut down. 
 
I see no reason why equivalent measures could not also be part of the Zoning Bylaw, rather than the 
inflexible amendment proposed. 
 
In fact, my small zero impact structure, acts an environmental placeholder on the waterfront.  If it was to 
be removed for some reason, based on current trends, it would be replaced by a much larger structure at 
the limit of the setback, beyond the waterfront restrictions, and having a large environmental impact.  The 
land clearing for construction alone would have an immediate and long term effect on the current natural 
land cover and the environmental migration it provides. 
 
As a professional whose job entails enforcement of environmental standards, I am aware that there can 
be more effective language for the bylaw, which requires appropriate environmental measures, while 
retaining the rights of the landowner to retain their structure. 
 
The amendment also appears to contradict the practice of the municipality itself regarding waterfront 
roads, for example; Little Long Lake road.  If the road was washed out, would it be relocated further 
inland?  That would result in significant environmental degradation, and have a permanent effect on the 
Provincial Significant Wetland that is located alongside the road, and disruption to Blanding's Turtle 
habitat. 
 
If the argument is made that the environmental concerns I have expressed will still be addressed under 
the amendments, I must stress that the amendments fundamentally moves the governance of the 
waterfront away from the set municipal legislation, and shifts it to the more subjective realm of the 
Committee of Adjustment.   
 
I see this as an unacceptable degradation of property rights through application of and extension of 
Eminent Domain, without examining alternative language which would fulfill the intent of the Planning Act, 
without infringement of current standing individual rights. 
 
At the very least I believe for legal, public consultation, and research requirement reasons,  that council 
should deferred any decision on the proposed amendment, and look to drafting a more environmentally 
aware alternative based on current environment science and practices. 
I am also concerned about the lack of public consultation.  Although this bylaw is being proposed from a 
Planning perspective, it's source is environmental and I would suggest that the EA process must have 
some bearing. 
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Presentation to Council – Graeme Watson, 

2086 Little Long Lake Road

Concerns with proposed Amendments to 

Township of South Frontenac

Comprehensive Zoning By-law: Sections 

5.10.2 and 5.11
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Outline

Concerns with

1. Process

2. Legal Aspects

3. Cost

4. Intent

5. Clarity

6. Removal of 5.11

Illustration of Impact

Solution
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Process

• Large numbers affected

• Not enough time and notice given

o Even if notification was technically adhered to, the gravity 

of the changes and the fundamental degradation of owner 

rights dictated that a more comprehensive notification 

process should have been implemented.  This is further 

reinforced by the environmental underpinnings of the 

changes which would also indicate that the more 

extensive public consultation provisions of the 

Environment protection act should be emulated.

• Not housekeeping, large magnitude of impact
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Magnitude of Impact

Examples of affected Sydenham Lake area proprieties alone:

Little Long Lake 
18 Structures
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Sydenham Lake North Shore

38 Structures within 1.5 km stretch
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Sydenham Village

Structures affected in Village
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Sydenham Lake Water Basin

160 

Hectares 

affected
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Legal Aspects 

• Common Law rights of property owner subjugated without consultation and 
without demonstrable need. 

 

• Unreasonable taking of land, through Bylaw amendment, circumventing regular 
Real property instruments such as an Order in Council.  

 

• General principal of Municipality being libel for reduction in land value due to 
conservation amendments to official plan upheld by OMB: 

  
Injurious affection  
 

Claim for reduction in market value -- Development lots - Expropria-  
tion of adjacent lands to create a natural area - Reduction in value based on  
proximity to natural area, conservation amendments to official plan, devel-  
opment inefficiencies and market perception of risk - Claims of 20% and  
50% reduction allowed.  

 Paciorka Leaseholds Ltd. v. Windsor (City)  ..................................... .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 99 L.c.R. 269 (O.M.B.)  
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Injurious affection  
 

Claim for reduction in market value -- Development lots - Expropria-  
tion of adjacent lands to create a natural area - Reduction in value based on  
proximity to natural area, conservation amendments to official plan, devel-  
opment inefficiencies and market perception of risk - Claims of 20% and  
50% reduction allowed.  

 Paciorka Leaseholds Ltd. v. Windsor (City)  ..................................... .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 99 L.c.R. 269 (O.M.B.)  
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Cost

Real costs;

• Cost of variance

• Cost of legal representation

• Survey

• Reconstruction, including relocation of 

septic and well.

Value, investment, retirement plans, 

savings lost

• Loss of home, if no room to rebuild.

• Loss of property value.

• Financial hardship

• Retirement plans jeopardized.
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Intent of Amendment 

• Intent unclear; why are seasonal residents specifically identified by South 
Frontenac? 

Invitation to Comment 

“These two changes relate to rebuilding cottages within the 
normally required 30 metre setback from water bodies.” 

• Enacting broad reaching legislation in order to address very limited 
circumstances such as derelict structures is fundamentally democratically wrong. 

 

• Reasonably the legislation should be structured with a mechanism to remedy the 
few intended non-compliance situation, without imposing a significant change in 
property rights, instantly stripping the vast majority of reasonable owners of 
fundamental property rights and forcing them to fight for previously guaranteed 
rights. 
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Environmental Intent 

o Many of examples of achieving equivalent environmental aims of buffer 
zone in existing structures: 

� Environmental compensation 

� Best Practices 

� Zero impact structures 
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Illustration of Impact 

Personal situation and possible scenarios: 

• Loss of residence would result in unplanned financial strain 

 

• Severance of property may be necessary; resulting in construction and greater 
environmental impact.  Even given the 30 m setback, new houses would exist in 
place of natural habitat, and have associated environmental ramifications such 
as septic, and increased runoff. 

 

• Natural shoreline, will be supplanted by residential activity and landscaping. 

 

• Construction of new house, outside of 30 m, but having larger environmental 
impact. 
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Primary Concern 

Loss of inherent property rights, with detrimental consequences and permanent 
ramifications. 

Invitation to Comment 

“These two changes relate to rebuilding cottages within the normally required 30 metre 
setback from water bodies. One change would clarify that, when buildings are removed 
by the owner to rebuild, they must rebuild according to the setbacks now in place. The 
other change would require a minor variance application to rebuild where a building 
within this 30 metres setback is destroyed by fire or tempest.” 

  
Currently with 5.11, responsibility lies with property owners to adhere to the set and 
defined structure of the building code enforced through the Chief Building Official.  This 
“housekeeping” item irrevocability shifts that responsibility to the subjective realm of 
Committee of Adjustment.  This is a proposed situation where the care and stewardship 
of the land has been taken from the owners of the land and given over to a changing 
committee not holding the equivalent emotional affinity to the land. 
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Best solution 

Leave 5.11 intact, or have equivalent wording which respects the rights of the numerous 
reasonable land stewards and leaves the jurisdiction of this issue under the aegis of the 
building code. 
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Angela Maddocks

From: Beverley Mahon <mahonwiley@gmail.com>

Sent: April-21-16 7:44 AM

To: Angela Maddocks

Subject: April 26, 2016 Planning meeting - South Frontenac

Angela, 

Thank you for adding my name to the delegates wishing to speak at the upcoming planning meeting. 

My Sister and I jointly own Partridge Island, Con 4, Pt Lot 23 Roll # 020-020-40800-0000 - Bobs Lake. 

My home is 1002 Creek Lane, RR 1 Verona Ontario. 

 

The presentation will take less than the 10 minutes allocated. Areas covered will be: 

1] Review of the history of Partridge Island, 

2] Impact of the changes proposed in the Comprehensive Zoning bylaw -s.5.10.2 for the property 

3] Concern regarding the removal of s.5.11 in the Comprehensive Zoning bylaw. 

Thank you, again for your help. 

Regards, 

Beverley Mahon 

(613) 374-1541 
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Angela Maddocks

From: Don Stricelj <don@ryanmedical.com>

Sent: April-20-16 2:09 PM

To: Angela Maddocks

Subject: FW: Housekeeping by-law ammendment - request to speak as a delegate in front of the 

committee of the whole April 26th

Attachments: Bylaws delegate request April 26th, 2016 - Don Stricelj.docx

 

Hello Angela, amaddocks@southfrontenac.net 

 

 

Housekeeping by-law amendment - request to speak as a delegate in front of the committee of the whole. 

 

I wish to express my views on the proposed housekeeping zoning-by-law amendments on April 26
th

, 2016 to the 

committee of the whole: 

 

• Changes are not minor in nature – infringement of property rights. It imposes restrictions to land use and 

development. 

• Negative property value Impact to property owners if grandfathered structures inside of 30M are not allowed. 

This means boathouses, cottages, workshops, sheds, decks, garages…any structure. This will increase costs to 

owners to fight to re-instate rights from the OMB or provincial courts and taxpayers to fight the mounting legal 

challenges that the Township of South Frontenac will face. Already, we know of 2 such legal challenges and 

others are being prepared. 

• It has not been an open and transparent process. In fact, it has been disguised as a housekeeping amendment of 

text changes, not as what it really is, a major change in how grandfathered, existing structures are managed. 

• Notification was only published in local papers. For such an important issue notification could have been sent 

out with the taxes. It was not posted on the website landing page. It was buried in the meeting notes. The 

housekeeping document refers that debate and discussion would take place in January. Nice timing to exclude 

all seasonal residents away during the winter months. Additionally, the meeting March 15 when it was tabled 

occurred during, spring break. Many families were away.  

• No mandate for council to act was created by the taxpayers/voters to make changes to the section of the official 

plan proposed to be eliminated. Initiated without public debate on the issue. 

• Housekeeping amendment is driven by one individual in the Planning department/Building department not in 

agreement that no reconstruction on same footprint be allowed. 

• Proposed plan to hire director to coordinate planning and building illustrates that there is a need to have a 

unified fair process with the taxpayers 

• Suggest that recommendations by planning department to the committee of adjustments (coa) and the 

committee of the whole (cotw) with any application, minor variance, or Zoning by law, need to be on public 

record. Also, that the information must be to be validated with the applicant prior to, or at the time the meeting 

where the application is being voted on. An applicant has no idea if the information delivered to the 

committee(s) by the planning department has been presented truthfully and accurately. 

• If having a cottage/boathouse/other structure inside the 30M zone is more hazardous to the lakes than outside 

of 30M, where are the scientific studies? Wouldn’t it make sense that if there was a question of sensitivity to a 

structure in this zone that an environmental assessment could capture it and recommend modern technologies 

and building designs to completely mitigate that impact rather than not permit reconstruction at all.  

• The impact from upstream pollution from commercial businesses operating within 30M zones, agricultural lands 

draining fertilizers, cattle operations not containing run off from the pastures into the lake and allowing cattle 

access to lakes would impact the lakes more than thousands of cottagers enjoying their time in the country in 
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structures in the same zone, but using modern tertiary septic ( potable water flows from them ) and modern 

water diversion technologies to protect water and land quality. 

• There are many lots that do not accommodate a structure being moved back to 30M, shape and size of the 

property, terrain, road setbacks ( 10M ), therefore the only logical place to reconstruct is on the same footprint. 

• I would recommend to council to defer the issue until all of the cottage associations and citizens groups, public 

have an opportunity to organize, meet and offer feedback to the council. 

• In summary, simply this housekeeping zoning by-law amendment and does not represent what voters/residents 

want and does nothing to protect our lakes only adds a complexity and additional cost to owning a cottage 

property and the assurance that taxes will skyrocket to pay for litigation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Don Stricelj 

1610 Don Moore Lane RR#3,  

Seeley’s Bay, ON 

KOH 2NO 
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Timothy N. Ross
1026 Anker Lane, RR#1
Sydenham, Ontario

KOH 2T0

April 20 2016

By Email to: worr@southfrontenac.net
amaddocks@southfrontenac.net

Township of South Frontenac
4432 George Street, Box 100
Sydenham, Ontario
KOH 2T0

Attention: Wayne Orr
Chief Administrative Officer

Angela Maddocks
Executive Assistant

Dear Sir, Madame,

I am writing to you because I wish to appear before Council at the meeting to be held next
Tuesday April 26 2016 for the purpose of considering proposed changes to the Comprehensive
Zoning By-law.

I propose to make submissions as the representative of a group of property owners and neighbors
on the north side of Sydenham Lake. All of the properties have legal non-conforming use
attributes, including buildings within the 30 m waterfront set back area. As such, the matters
before Council at that meeting have a direct impact on these properties and their owners.

I am a lawyer and a member of the Law Society of Upper Canada. I am not, however, acting for
or representing anyone as their lawyer. My submissions are made as an affected property owner
and as a member of the community.

In summary, I wish to present the following concerns for the consideration of Council.

1. The proposed changes to s. 5.10 and s. 5.11 are well-intentioned but also encroach too far
into the property rights of individual landowners.

2. The changes may well have impacts which are the opposite of those intended.
Specifically, the changes support and encourage the gradual dilapidation of existing
buildings, with the result that environmental damage would occur as paint chips fall off
and buildings fall to the ground, and into our waterways.

Page 87 of 179



3. The proposed by-laws would not be enforceable. They contravene s. 34 (9) of the
Ontario Planning Act, as well as established case law on the topic. As a result, challenges
to the proposed by-laws would have to be expected. And the Township would be
expected to lose those challenges. All of this would inevitably result in significant (and
in my view, wasted) costs to both the affected landowner and the Township. This should
be avoided. It would also result, inevitably, in the need for further and correcting
amendments to the same by-law provisions — all of which would take time and resources.

4. We wish to review a copy of a legal opinion which we understand has been / is being
prepared by a law firm at the request of Council. I would be grateful if you could provide
me with a copy of the legal opinion, if it is already available.

Depending on what the legal opinion says, I may wish to make submissions in respect of
its analysis or conclusions.

In the meantime I wish to emphasize that there are, in many situations, different opinions
on the same legal questions.

5. Finally, I would seek clarity from Council on whether there is any need to change the
definition of "Top of Bank". The January 18, 2016 Planning Report describes this
change as being important to certain residents of Bob's Lake. The same report goes on to
say, however, that a special provision will be adopted for the Bob's Lake residents. If a
special provision is adopted to cover the Bob's Lake situation, then why would it be
necessary to change the definition of "Top of Bank"? My concern is that the proposed
change would have the effect - whether intended or not — of allowing a great number of
new buildings to be constructed, and other uses to occur, much closer to our waterways
than presently permitted.

Yours sincerely,

Timothy N. Ross
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Request to submit comments and appear as a Delegate at either April 26 or May 10, 2016 Committee of 

the Whole on proposed amendments to sections 5.10.2 and 5.11 of the Comprehensive Zoning By-law 

                              

 April 21, 2016 

To:  Members of the Committee of the Whole and Council, 

Finally, an opportunity for property owners to speak and learn more about these proposed 

amendments.   I look forward to further information on the Township website of an expanded planning 

rationale for these bylaw changes as well as a legal opinion. 

As Council Members, you know that there are more than 75 lakes in South Frontenac (SF) and many 

property owners like myself have “legal non-complying structures” within the 30 m setback and are 

“grandfathered structures”.  Thus there are many seasonal and permanent residents who are affected 

by this proposed by-law.  I am confused, disturbed and questioning what has generated the need for this 

proposed amendment which has the intent to remove longstanding historical rights to rebuild on the 

existing footprint. 

It appears that s. 5.10.2 with the additions will eliminate “grandfathered rights”.  The additional clause 

that “Reconstruction of the building is prohibited” with the further interpretation that “once the walls … 

have been removed, the land is deemed to be vacant and the structure may not be reconstructed within 

the 30 m setback”                  

This proposed amendment is too rigid and excessive. We are using, maintaining and updating our 

buildings consistent with the current by-law. As responsible property owners, we are making 

environmental and renewable changes to these structures with steel roofing, mason and brick 

maintenance , septic and water run-off  updating and other measures to protect the lakes. 

Delete s. 5.11 which permits any grandfathered structures to be re-built in the event of partial or 

complete destruction caused by fire, fallen tree, explosion or act of God  in the same location as long as 

it keeps the same footprint. The proposed deletion eliminates the automatic right of rebuild.   Instead 

property owners will have to apply before the Committee of Adjustment (CoA) and seek an approval to 

rebuild.   This takes time and money for the application and the right to rebuild is not automatic and 

may be denied.  The CoA may recommend moving the building to another location with greater costs to 

the property owner as the original site has foundation, plumbing, septic, geothermal system and the 

alternate site has none of these costly requirements.   With limited property size and geography, the 

proposed site may be unattractive and unworkable with loss of enjoyment to the owner in addition to 

the increased costs of relocation. 

As stated, I remain confused and disturbed by the proposed by-laws:                                                 

Why is SF proceeding to eliminate grandfathered rights of property owners in apparent violation of the 

Ontario Planning Act?  Why is a Township legal opinion only now being sought?          

Why have the many seasonal and permanent property owners not been notified of these proposed by-

laws and afforded an opportunity for input.             

What is the required Notice for proposed by-laws? It remains confusing as recent SF news items refer to 

“rebuilding of cottages within the 30 m setback” rather than the clearer reference to buildings and not 

just cottages. 
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Request                            

1. More time for notice, information and input from property owners, particularly seasonal owners.                

2. Retain existing bylaws to maintain and recognize legal rights of grandfathered property owners who 

use and maintain their buildings.   If the issue is derelict and unmaintained buildings and grandfathered 

rights, then rewrite the bylaws with this direction 

 

Lastly, with these proposed by-laws, the Township can’t penalize property owners who acted in good 

faith at the time of purchase of their properties – many years and decades ago. 

 

Thank you 

 

Carol Sparling                      

Sydenham Lake property Owner of a legal non-complying building for past 16 years. 

613 376-3354               

csparls57@gmail.com 
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Todd Colbourne
1960 Morrison Road
Perth Road, Ontario

April 26, 2016

Att: Angela Maddocks, executive Assistant
South Frontenac Township
4432 George Street
Sydenham, Ontario  K0H 2T0

Re: Request to Appear as A Delegation
Committee of The Whole on April 26, 2016

Please be advised that I request to appear as a delegation at the April 26th Committee of The Whole
meeting in regard to the proposed amendments to 5.10.2 and 5.11 of the Comprehensive Zoning By-
Law.

I own a waterfront home on the south-east end of Sydenham Lake, and it includes a boathouse that was
legally erected under a permit and complied to the zoning by-law at the time.

The Township has advised that they intend to introduce a “housekeeping” by-law to pass amendments
to the Comprehensive Zoning By-law to “correct errors and omissions”.  However, the proposed changes
to Sections 5.10.2 and 5.11 are not minor corrections, but rather an attempt to restrict the enacted
rights of property owners.  The proposed changes would not be legal, and would seriously impact the
rights and property values of land owners in this municipality.

As an architect, I recognize the importance of preserving and protecting our environment.  However, the
rights of property owners must also be weighed in any planning decisions.

I deal with municipal, provincial, and federal regulations on a daily basis, especially zoning by-laws, the
Ontario Building Code, and the Planning Act. A simple rule of law that the municipality seems to be
trying to subvert is that a lower level of government cannot pass a law that overrides or alters a law by a
higher level of government. OMB case law has held that municipalities may not restrict or eliminate a
property owner’s non-conforming or non-complying rights beyond the narrow constraints permitted by
the Planning Act.

The planning Act is very clear on this subject.  Section 34.(9)(a) of The Planning Act says:

“34. (9) No by-law passed under this section applies, (a) to prevent the use of any land, building
or structure for any purpose prohibited by the by-law if such land, building or structure was
lawfully used for such purpose on the day of the passing of the by-law, so long as it continues to
be used for that purpose.”

Case law has stricken out attempts by municipalities to contravene and ignore this right of property
owners as set out in the Planning Act. For example, the City of Ottawa attempted to define a property
owner’s non-conforming rights in a manner that was far less impactful than what South Frontenac is
proposing (in fact, I find Ottawa’s proposal reasonable) however even that bylaw was struck down.  I
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understand that the Township is seeking legal advice on this matter, and I am curious to see what that
advise will be and if the advisor has a clear understanding of the Planning Act and applicable Case Law.

The existing wording of 5.10.2 and 5.11 already infringes on the rights as set in the Planning Act.  The
proposed amendments would further restrict this right of law, and would no doubt be deemed void by
the OMB or by a court.  A better approach would be to repeat the wording from 34.(9)(a) of the
Planning Act or to simply reference it.

As a member of the Sydenham Lake Association, I am in full agreement with preserving and enhancing
our waterfront, both for the enjoyment of adjacent landowners and visitors, and also to preserve and
enhance our natural environment.  A much more effective way to do this would be to further restrict
and control run-off from adjacent and nearby farmland (as that is the by far the most significant
contribution to water degradation on the lake), to enhance rules governing landscaping within the 30 m
setback, and requiring use of environmentally appropriate materials in the renovation of any structure
within the setback.

I trust that the municipality will realize that these proposed amendments will unlawfully attempt to
diminish the established rights of property owners in this municipality, and will not proceed with these
by-law amendments, but rather seek meaningful discussion with residents on ways to enhance our
community without negatively impacting its residents.

Sincerely,

Todd Colbourne
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It starts with Scouts.
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March 29, 2016

Lindsay Mills
Planner/Deputy Clerk
Township of South Frontenac
4432 George st., Box 100
Sydenham, ON KOH 2T0

Re: Camp Otter Lake Road Closure

Dear Mr. Mills:

We are writing to request the closure of an unopened road allowance that exists on the Otter
Lake Scout Camp property Iocated at 6605 Salmon Lake Road. This road allowance runs from
our boundary with Frontenac Provincial Park and ends at a cliff that overlooks North Otter Lake.

The road allowance first came to our attention when we met with the Township's Chief Building
Official to discuss the construction of a new four-season facility. A portion of the preferred
location for this building is on the road allowance.

Camp Otter Lake was established in 1962. Its primary use is a camp for members of Scouts
Canada, including youth from ages s to 26. In addition to an annual use by over 1 ,600 Scouting
youth, the camp has been utilized by other youth-minded organizations. This has included the
Limestone District School Board, the Boys and Girls Club of Kingston, the Navy League, and
the Queen's University outdoor education program and Camp Outlook.

It is our intention to more fully develop this camp property and to build a four-season facility that
would allow us to offer winter programming for the youth in our area. This vision includes a
bunkhouse and in the near future a four-season kitchen and dining hall.

Our request is that South Frontenac Township takes the steps necessary to close the unopened
road allowance and transfer the property to the camp. We are prepared to pay the costs
associated with this process.

Should you wish to discuss this request further or require any further information, please contact
the Camp Otter Lake Property Manager, Dr. William Racz. Bill can tie contacted at 613-389-
0694 or raczw@,queensu.ca.

INCORPORATED BODY FOR SCOUTS CANADA IN ONTARIO

Named: Provincial Council for Ontario; Boy Scouts of Canada
10 Kodiak Crescent, Unit 120, Toronto ON M3J 3G5
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Please advise of any further information or processes that are required to accomplish this
request. Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Yours truly,

4
David Wands

President & Director

L. Brian Moore

Executive Secretary

Copy:
William Racz, Property Manager
Elizabeth Barrow, Operations Manager-Properties & Facilities

INCORPORATED BODY FOR SCOUTS CANADA IN ONTARIO

Named: Provincial Council for Ontario; Boy Scouts of Canada
10 Kodiak Crescent, Unit 120, Toronto ON M3J 3G5

Page 94 of 179



i

t

i

l

i
l
i
i

l
l

t
i
I
i

l

l

l

t

l
l

I

i

!

m
rQ

w
/
/

Birch Lak,a

!

i
{
i

l
i

l l
I
i

!
i

l

i

i
i
)

l
I

I

i
l
}

t

l
l

l

i
?'

:t-o

l

y

Rolhwel% Lake
IT
1111
}
11
11
il11
1.
li
I

11
11

l
l

11
l}

11
li

i
)

11
11

11

!iit
11

11
il
11
11
Ii
t

l
1111

l
l

II
11Ii
11
li
11

1.
I

ji
il

il
ll
li11
11it

l
I

i

/

!l
li

'i li
il

L

l'
11

i

l'
l

}l
jL-
ffl

i! - -4
l {
li
11
l

H

11
li
li
11

,'D
o'a/

'1
!
S
)

l

}
I

l

1

Gould Lake

{

l
t.

l

i

{
l
l

I
i
l
i
i
{
l

!
l

i

i
i

]
l
t
l
l
i

l

l'

m

Arkon Lake

{
!
i
}

!

QTh
c

+V
k%

O?
Arab Lake

,<F

Doe Lake

l

t

l}

11l
l

i
i
11
11
fl

!
}l

I:
l:

'?t?

l

}l
il

i

i

i

Page 95 of 179



t
l

l

l
l

l

11

ATTACHMENT #3
i
l
l

l
l

l
w

t

r
t
l

l
l

s
k

?1 l

l
l

}
L

l

l
l
t

l
l

t
I
l

r

l

l

r
r
l

l

J

t
t
i

r t

14

l
l
l

J
/?

/

A s

I

4R
!:

r

r

' UNOPENED RQAD ALLOWANCE
l
j

/
/

t

i
t

l
l

l

,!-!
d

/'!
V
1

mm

l
l

I
I
I

1

l
1
l
I
I

%

j

a

l

l
l
1
t
t

l

l
l
l

t
r
t

l

%

l
l
I

l
l
r

l
t

l

l

l J l

9
.>

/1
(
y?.

.%,?,
rX
?

M
Sj?

>i4

F.

;'q
2,

/

i

/"
r

r
!/
/

/
/

#
l
l

l

l

L A ?

h

€l e

W!
N ri
D m'

3

!! Q

Page 96 of 179



 
PLANNING REPORT 

 
Township of South Frontenac    Planning Department 
Prepared for Committee of the Whole      

Agenda Date: April 26, 2016     File: RC-16/03  

Date of Report: April 20, 2016            

 
Subject: Closing of Road Allowance in, Part of Lot 10, Between 

Concessions XII and XIII, Loughborough District, Township of 
South Frontenac: Scouts Canada 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Recommendation: 
The recommendation is that the Committee receive the Planning Report dated 
April 20, 2016 and consider the closing and transferring ownership of a portion of 
unopened road allowance in the District of Loughborough. 
  
Purpose of Report: 
The purpose of this report is to provide the background information necessary to 
enable Council to provide direction to staff regarding the closing of an untravelled 
Township road. 
 
Background & Discussion: 
Scouts Canada is requesting to know whether Council would agree to the closure 
and sale of a portion of unopened road allowance that runs east and west 
through their land near Frontenac Park. Their letter dated March 29, 2016, 
explains that it is their intention to more fully develop the camp property and to 
build a four-season facility that would allow Scouts Canada to offer winter 
programming for youth. The vision includes a bunkhouse and in the near future a 
four season kitchen and dining hall. However, one of the proposed structures 
would be located on the Township-owned road allowance. Attachment #1 is a 
copy of the letter and Attachment #2 shows the location of the Scouts’ property. 
Attachment #3 shows the portion of unopened road allowance requested to be 
closed. 
 
The subject portion of road allowance is approximately 270 metres (885 ft.) long 
and is 5,8410 square feet in size. The land is mostly scrub brush land with some 
mature forest cover and it is relatively flat. At its westernmost point the road 
allowance appears to have led to the shore of North Otter Lake at some point but 
approximately 60 metres of the road allowance at the shore has already been 
closed. The east extent of the road allowance ends at the boundary of Frontenac 
Park and does not continue any further.  Ultimately, it does not seem reasonable 
that this portion of road allowance would ever be required by the Township for 
use as a public road.  
 
Direction Requested: 
Staff is seeking direction as to whether Council has any objections to the closure 
and transfer of this unused portion of road allowance. Council policy related to 
the sale of closed Township roads would result in a total price of approximately 
$26, 800.00. 

 
 
Submitted/approved by: Lindsay Mills                    Prepared by: Lindsay Mills,  
attachments 
 
RoadClosureReportScoutsCanadal 
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^A ^my y^

The Premier of Ontario La premiere ministre de I'Ontario
a^zj
naiafc. ^pHIT*^^ f

Legislative Building, Queen's Park ^mar Edifice de l'Assembl6e 16gisiative, Queen's Park
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A1 Toronto (Ontario) M7A 1A1Ontario

April 8, 2016

His Worship Ron Vandewal
Mayor
Township of South Frontenac
4432 George Street
PO Box 100

Sydenham, Ontario
KOH 2TO

Dear Mayor Vandewal:

Thank you for taking the time to send your letter on behalf of council regarding solar
energy projects in your community. I appreciate hearing from you.

Building clean, reliable and affordable energy in a way that respects communities is
a top priority for our government. We will ensure that future long-term energy plans
are cost effective, reliable and clean, while engaging a community and putting
conservation first.

As the issues you raised fall within the area of responsibility of my colleague the
Honourable Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Energy, I have forwarded a copy of your
correspondence to him and have asked that he,or a member of his ministry staff,
provide you with a response.

Once again, thank you for writing. Please accept my best wishes.

Sincerely,

^^lte^^y^£l^ ^^
Premier

c: The Honourable Bob Chiarelli
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LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY

Laurie Scott, MPP Queen's Park Office: Constituency Office:
Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock Rm, 434, Main Legislative £ 'r^. 14 Lindsay St., North

Queen's Park Lindsay, Ontario K9V1T4
Toronto, Ontario M7A '.i\3fflt^ F Tel. (705) 324-6654.-'». -i-v ^c?tfl 9 Tel. (416) 325-2771 1-800-424-24901 ^^T .f

rt*-: Fax (416) 325-2904 Fax (705) 324-6938IT
» E-mai!: laurie.scott :}:c.o:p..f:r:' E-r--.?,il: laurie.scottco@pc.ola.org.^.t.

.^~1
f 1 -_A'

I
11\ f.

1^ ^HPsC April 7, 2016\ "

f^0^fc
Mayor Ron Vandewal souw
Township of South Prontenac
4432 George St., Box 100
Sydenham, ON KOH 2TO

Dear Mayor Vandewal,

I write to you today to ask you to support my efforts as MPP and PC Critic for Women's Issues,
to call on the provincial government to take immediate steps to combat human trafficking in
Ontario and to raise public awareness of this horrid crime.

Human trafficking is a heinous crime that has been referred to as nothing short of modem day
slavery. It is one of the fastest growing crimes, and starts and stays in Canada - over 90 percent
of victims are Canadian-bom. Worse, Ontario is a major hub for human trafficking in Canada, as
the proximity to cities along the Highway 401 corridor provides an accessible thoroughfare for
traffickers, and the ability to keep victims isolated. Victims are lured over the internet, meaning
that this crime is in our neighbourhoods, our communities and our towns.

Victims - predominantly girls averaging the age of 14, and shockingly as young as 11 - are lured
into a nightmare that they can almost never escape on their own. Traffickers recruit, transport,
harbour and control the girl next door for sexual exploitation or forced labour.

On February 18, 2016, the Legislative Assembly of Ontario unanimously supported Bill 158 on
Second Reading, which aims to take immediate steps against human trafficking in Ontario.

The bill provides as follows:
ndDeclare February 22 as Human Trafficking Awareness Day in Ontario;.

Allow for an application to be brought by a parent of a trafficking victim under the age of.

18, a trafficking victim aged 18 or over or an authorized agent such as Covenant House to
obtain a protection order from a judge to prohibit the trafficker from contacting or
approaching the victim. Such an order would remain in place for a minimum of three
years;

1 ) Pa FT e0
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Create a tort or civil action of human trafficking, allowing victims to sue their traffickers.

for damages and an accounting of profits; and
Amend the definition of "sex offender" under Christopher -s Law (Sex Offender Registry),.

2000 to include criminal offences for trafficking of victims under the age of 18 years.
In May of last year, I also received unanimous support for a motion asking the Government of
Ontario to immediately create a provincial task force to combat human trafficking in Ontario.

The task force would have a similar structure and funding model to the Guns and Gangs Task
Force. A multi-jurisdictional task force made up of specially-trained police officers. Crown
prosecutors, judges, and frontline workers would coordinate information sharing, and
collaboratively work to apprehend criminals and rescue victims. Training and education would
also have to be specialized not only for law enforcement and the justice system, but for victims ;

services, health care workers, schools and businesses.

The task force was endorsed by the Select Committee on Sexual Violence and Harassment,
which I had the honour of co-chairing.

The two recommendations are as follows:

57. The Ontario government provide resources for the development of a coordinated
approach to help victims of human trafficking, allowing providers of support services and
the criminal justice system to share information and work collaboratively.

58. The Ontario government develop a multi-ministerial, province-wide strategy on
human trafficking.

Ontario is far behind other provinces when it comes to combatting human trafficking and taking
significant action. For instance, in Manitoba, they have enacted legislation as far back as 2012,
which has seen multiple victims rescued and traffickers put behind bars for breaching protection
orders.

I ask that you and your council members consider putting forward a resolution to support the
following attached draft resolution.

I look forward to your support.

Sincerely,

(^awn. ^c§h~
Laurie Scott, MPP
Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock

2 P£:ge0
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Municipal Resolution on Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force

and Bill 158, Saving the Girl Next Door Act, 2016

WHEREAS human trafficking is a heinous crime that has been referred to as modem day
slavery; and

WHEREAS traffickers recruit, transport, harbour and control the girl next door for sexual
exploitation or forced labour; and

WHEREAS it is one of the fastest growing crimes that starts and stays in Canada, targeting
victims - 90 percent of which are Canadian-bom and predominantly female, averaging the age of
14; and

WHEREAS Ontario is a major hub of human trafficking in Canada, and victims are lured,

manipulated and coerced, often over the internet from every part of Ontario; and

WHEREAS human trafficking is in our neighbourhoods and our communities;

THEREFORE BE TT resolved that the Council of (name of municipality) support Bill 158,
Saving the Girl Next Door Act, 2016, support MPP Laurie Scott's motion for a multi-

jurisdictional and coordinated task force of law enforcement agencies. Crown prosecutors,
judges, victims' services and frontline agencies; and

That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to all Members of Provincial Parliament and

municipalities.
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orth Frontenac
6648 Road 506

P.O. Box 97, Plevna, Ontario KOH2M0
Tel: (613) 479-2231 or 1-800-234-3953.Fax: (613)479-2352

www.northfrontenac.ca

April 13,2016

All Municipalities
Via Email

Attention: All Municipalities within Ontario

Dear Clerks:

Re: Independent Electrical System Operator Review of Request for Proposal
Process for the Award of Renewable Energy Contracts

Please be advised the Council of the Corporation of the Township of North
Frontenac passed the following Resolution at the March 18, 2016 Council Meeting:
Moved by Councillor Good, Seconded by Councillor Inglis #155-16
WHEREAS the Independent Electrical System Operator has requested input on the
RFP process used to award renewable energy contracts;

AND WHEREAS the government indicated that new contracts would be directed to
willing host communities with the Minister of Energy indicating on March 7 that it
would be ‘almost impossible’ for a contract to be granted under the current process
without municipal agreement;

AND WHEREAS three of the five contracts announced on March 10 2016 did not
have municipal support for the project;

AND WHEREAS the current process does not meet the government's standards for
openness and transparency because municipal Councils are asked to support power
projects based on littleor no detail and further, the recipient municipalities are
unable to determine the basis on which individual contracts were awarded;

AND WHEREAS the province has not demonstrated that renewable energy projects
are of sufficient strategic importance in meeting Ontario's electricity generation
requirements and/or carbon emission reduction targets to warrant the province
taking action to override municipal decisions;

Page 102 of 179



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of North
Frontenac requests:

1. That the Municipal Support Resolution become a mandatory requirement in
the IESO process;

2. That the rules be amended to require that the resolution related to this
support must be considered in an open Council meeting held after the
community engagement meeting organized by the proponent;

3. That full details of the project, including siting of project elements and site
consideration reports, are required to be made available at the community
engagement meeting and to the Council before the resolution is considered;

4. That the terms of any municipal agreement related to the project also need be
discussed In open Council and that such agreements cannot contain terms
that limitthe municipa|ity’s ability to exercise Municipal Act powers relative to
the project;

5. That the process includes the requirement for the municipalityto provide
comments on the project directly to the IESO;

6. That any points for Aboriginal participation in a given power project be limited
to the First Nation who has a comprehensive claim on the land where the
project will be built;

7. That any announcement of the successful bidders includes an explanation of
the points awarded to each bid.

AND THAT this Resolution be provided to the President of IESO; Minister of Energy;
All Municipalities within the Province; Randy Hillier,MPP; and AMO.

AND THAT the Mayor is authorized to do a press release.
Carried

Please provide the Resolution to your Council for consideration of the request for
support.

Ifyou have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours truly,
/

/ cum W rm/at
Tara Mieske
Clerk/Planning Manager
TM/bh
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From: Minister of Labour (MOL) [mailto:MinisterofLabour@ontario.ca]  

Sent: April-19-16 12:23 PM 

To: Minister of Labour (MOL) <MinisterofLabour@ontario.ca> 

Subject: Letter from the Minister of Labour / Lettre du ministre du Travail 

 

Message from the Minister of Labour 

 

 

I am proud to write today to inform your municipality that Bill 163, the Supporting Ontario’s 

First Responders Act, 2016, has passed third reading and received Royal Assent on April 6, 

2016. Municipalities across Ontario play a vital role in the delivery of emergency services. 

Consequently, it is important that municipalities are aware of this critical legislation to support 

Ontario’s first responders. 

 

Over the last decade there has been an increased awareness of the effects of post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD). We know PTSD can be serious and debilitating, and that first responders are at 

least twice as likely as the general population to suffer from PTSD. 

 

The Premier asked me to bring forward a plan that addressed prevention of and resiliency to 

PTSD, and she also asked that we create legislation that makes PTSD a workplace presumption 

for first responders. First responders put their lives at risk each and every day to keep all of us 

safe, and it’s important we provide our first responders the same unconditional support they 

provide to us when we need them. 

 

That’s why I committed Ontario to becoming a leader in dealing with first-responder PTSD, and 

we know the solution lies with a comprehensive approach that includes both preventative and 

legislative measures. The Supporting Ontario’s First Responders Act, 2016 is a key component 

of that comprehensive strategy. It will provide a presumption that PTSD diagnosed in first 

responders is work-related, allowing for faster access to WSIB benefits, resources and the timely 

treatment needed to heal and return to work safely. 

 

The specific groups covered under the PTSD presumption include: 

 

• Police, including First Nations constables, and chiefs of police 

• Firefighters (including part-time and volunteer firefighters), including those who are 

employed or who volunteer to provide fire protection services on a reserve, fire 

investigators, and fire chiefs  

• Paramedics and emergency medical attendants, and ambulance service managers 

• Workers involved in dispatching emergency services, including workers who play a role 

in the chain of communications which lead up to the dispatch for ambulance services, 

firefighters and police 

• Correctional officers/youth services workers (including managers) and workers who 

provide direct health care services in adult institutional corrections and secure youth 

justice facilities 

• Members of emergency response teams dispatched by a communications officer. 

 

The Supporting Ontario’s First Responders Act, 2016 also amends the Ministry of Labour Act to 

allow the Minister of Labour to collect information about an employer’s plans to prevent PTSD 

and authorizes the Minister to publish those plans. Collecting this information is intended to 

encourage the development of prevention plans and assess progress in the prevention of PTSD in 

these workplaces. It will also serve to highlight gaps and inform future prevention initiatives. 

 

I will formally direct certain employers to provide me with information on their workplace post-

traumatic stress disorder prevention plans by April 23, 2017. This direction will be published in 

the Ontario Gazette, Volume 149, Issue 17, which will be available at 

www.ontario.ca/search/ontario-gazette. Additional information can also be found on the Ministry 

of Labour website at www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/ptsd.php.  

 

As your municipality is an employer or is responsible for employers of workers covered under 

the PTSD presumption, I am advising you of this direction and look forward to receiving 

information in a timely manner. You are able to determine an approach that reflects your local 

context, taking into consideration the ways that first responder services are delivered and 
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supported locally. I would request that you forward this correspondence to any administrations 

that fall within your purview, so they are aware of the direction to submit information and are 

engaged in the process as appropriate. 

 

Information about prevention plans should be submitted in electronic Word format to 

ptsdprevention@ontario.ca. When submission by this method is not possible, information can be 

mailed to the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Att: PTSD Prevention Plan, 400 University Avenue, 

14th Floor, Toronto, ON, M7A 1T7. Resources to assist in the development of a prevention plan 

are available online as part of a free online toolkit (see the link below). Should you have any 

questions, please contact ministry staff at 416-325-4575.  

 

These legislative amendments build on our previously announced PTSD prevention strategy, 

which includes: 

 

• The creation of a radio and digital campaign aimed at increasing awareness about PTSD 

among first responders, their families and communities and eliminating the stigma that 

too often prevents those in need from seeking help 

• An annual leadership summit to be hosted by the Minister of Labour to highlight best 

practices, recognize leaders, and monitor progress in preventing and addressing PTSD 

• A free online toolkit at www.firstrespondersfirst.ca with resources on PTSD tailored to 

meet the needs of employers and each of the first responder sectors 

• Grants for research that supports the prevention of PTSD. 

 

We started on the prevention initiatives in March 2016 with the launch of the public radio and 

digital awareness campaign, as well as the free online toolkit. 

 

Through the alignment of research, prevention and treatment efforts, Ontario will create a solid 

and coordinated set of resources to provide the support needed by the brave men and women 

who put their lives on the line in our time of greatest need. This is the beginning of a new way 

forward in preventing PTSD and providing support for our first responder community in Ontario. 

With your help, our government has put in place a strategy that will help protect our dedicated 

first responders who put themselves in harm’s way to ensure our safety. 

 

These changes will positively impact many lives across the province, and will provide our 

73,000 first responders and their families some peace of mind. 

 

Please accept my thanks for your support.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

[Original signed by]    

 

Kevin Flynn 

Minister of Labour 

 
Confidentiality Warning: This email contains information intended only for the use of the individual named above. 

If you have received this email in error, we would appreciate it if you could please advise us through the Minister’s 

website at http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/feedback/index.php and destroy all copies of this message. Thank 

you. 

 

Page 105 of 179



To South Frontenac Township

^^^e^??^^L^l^^t,^'tl?^os^.^^d^a?t?_t? ^he.]rovl??^ip ofSouth Frontenac Comprehensive Zoning by-law: section 5.10.2 and section 5Tl:

^^ej^i-e^d^he_^on~conf?mu?lg^ld non-comPlying uses wifh regards to existing
properties with structures withmthe 30 metre setbacks of Central Frontenac, North
Frontenac, Frontenac Islands and the existing South Frontenac zoning by-law.

Central Frontenac has the most up to date comprehensive zoning by-laws which was
adopted by council in 2011. Below is the excerpt &om their zoning by-laws.

4.26 Non-Conforming and Non-Complying Uses
(a) Continuance of Existing Uses
Nothing in this By-law shall apply to prevent the use of any land, building or structure for
any purpose prohibited by the By-law if such land, building or structure was lawfully used
for such puipose on the day of the passing of the By-law so long as it continues to be used for
thatpurpose. The non-confonninguseofany land, building or struck shall notbec^ged
or enlarged except to a use which is in conformity with fheprovisions of the zone in which
the land, building or structure is located, without permission from the Committee of
Adjustment pursuant to the Planning Act.
(b) Prior Building Permits
Nothing m this By-law shall prevent the erection or use of any building or structure for
which a building pemiithas been issued under the Building Code Act prior to the passing of
this By-law, so long as the building or structure when erected is used and continues to be
used for the purpose for which it was erected and provided the permit has not been revoked
under the Building Code Act;
(c) Road Widening
Nothing in this By-law shall prevent the use of any land, building or structure or the
erection of any building or structure on a lot which does not comply to the mmimum lot
frontage and/or lot area and/orfront yard Setback and in the case of a corner lot, the side
yard setback, as a result of a road widening taken by the Township of Central Frontenac or
fhe Ministry of Transportation of Ontario, provided all other requirements of this By-law are
complied with;
(d) Reconstruction of Existing Use
(i) Nothing m this By-law shall prevent the reconstruction or strengthenmg to a safer
condition of any nan-complying building or structure which is destroyed or rendered
uninhabitable by fire or otiier natural cause, provided the height and gross floor area are not
increased, and the new building or stmcture is erected or on the same building footprint

(ii) An existing non-complying building or structure may be renovated only, provided the
renovation does not further reduce any zoning requirements or increase the gross floor area.

(<0 Extension or Addition to Existing Biulding or Structure
Nothing in fhis By-law shall prevent the extension or addition to a building,
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!^l^fn?f^^!?!l?l.-Tu?lt!isamtary^fl?f disposal system which is used for a purpose
specifically permitted within the zone in which such building or structure is located[and
!?u!;!lb^.ildirlg or stmcture existed at the date of passing of this By-law but which building
or structure does not comply with one or more of the zone requirements of this By-law,
^03^e^uc!lT_e?ension- ^r addition does not further reduce the requirements of this By-law.
(0 Existing Undersized Lots
Despite anything else contained in this By-law, where a vacant lot having a lesser lot
frontage^Qvlotarea than is required by this By-law is held under distinct and separate
ownership from adjoining lots according to the register for land in the Land Titles, or
?e.?$L°.ffiS:e' on the dateofthe Passing of this By-law, it may be used for a purpose
permitted in the zone in which the said lot is located, provided it can be adequately serviced
with water and sewage services, has a suitable building envelope, has an absolute minimum
lot area of 1,950 nu[20,990 ffa] and provided that all oAer applicable provisions in this By-
law are complied with.
4,27 Occupancy Restrictions
Human habitation shall not be permitted in any building that does not meet the Ontario
Building Code or before an occupancy permit has been issued.
4.28 Outdoor Display and Open Storage
No person shall use any lot or part thereof for outdoor display or open storage except as
permitted by this By-law and in accordance with the following:
(a) Open storage except for the sale of firewood shall not be permitted within any required
front yard and not closer than 5m [16.4 ft] to any side lot line or rear lot line;
(b) Where open storage areas abut a zone in which residential uses are permitted, the open
storage area shall be set back a minimum of 10 m [32.8 ft] from the lot line of the zone m
which the residential uses are permitted, and fhe open storage area shall be visually screened
from said zone;
(c) Any areas used for open storage shall not reduce any minimum ofif-street parking area or
loading areas required by this By-law;
(d) An outdoor display area shall be permitted as an accessory use to any permitted
commercial use

;

North Frontenac adopted the current comprehensive zoning by-law m 2004.

4.23 Non-Conforming and Non-Complying Uses
(a) Continuance of Existing Uses
Nothing in this By-law shall apply to prevent the use of any land, building
or structure for any purpose prohibited by the By-law if such land,
building or structure was lawfully used for such purpose on the day of the
passing of the By-law so long as it continues to be used for that purpose.
The non-conforming use of any land, building or structure shall not be
changed except to a use which is in conformity with the provisions of the
zone in which the land, building or structure is located, without permission
Township of North Frontenac Zoning By-law
71

from the Committee of Adjustment pursuant to the Planning
Act.
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(b) Prior Building Permits
^t.t^?,?J^^^I^.S^!i?Tye_n^t!1e_e,rection or u?e of any buildin?or
stmStTfoLwhichJib^ Pemm hasbeen -^ undertheB.^
C^/rtpnorto the passing of this By-law, so long as the building or
stmcture when erected is used and continues to be used for the purpose for
which it was erected and provided the permit has not been revoked under
the Building Code Act
(c) Road Widenings
Not.hing_inthis By-law sha" prevent the use of anyland. bui'di"g or
structure or the erection of any building or structure on a lot whfch does
not comply to the minimum lot frontage and/or lot area and/or front yard
setback and in the case of a corner lot, the side yard setback, as a result of
?^?-?-.^d.T"?9-^e?_k!y the T.ownshiP North Frontenac or the Ministry of
Transportation of Ontario, provided all other requirements of this By-law
are complied with.
(d) Reconstruction of Existing Use
Nothing in this By-law shall prevent the reconstruction or strengthening to
a safer condition of any non-confomning or non-complying building or
structure which is unintentionally damaged by fire or other naturaFcause,
provided the height and bulk are not increased, approved flood proofing
techniques are used (if required) and provided that reconstruction is
commenced within two (2) years from the date of destruction.
(e) Addition to Existing Building or Structure
Nothing in this By-law shall prevent the renovation, extension,
.

improvement, addition or modification to an existing building or structure
where the renovation, extension, improvement, addition, or modification
does not further encroach towards the water or front yard setback
requirement and may be permitted without a minor variance (except where
Section 4.12 applies), provided all other setback requirements are
maintained and does not contravene any other requirements of this By-law
or any requirements of Ministries and agencies.
(f) Existing Undersized Lots
Notwithstanding anything else contained in this By-law, where a vacant
lot haying a lesser frontage and/or area than is required by this By-law is
Township of North Frontenac Zoning By-law
72

held under distinct and separate ownership from adjoining lots, according
to the register for land in the Land Titles, or Registry Office, on the date of
the passing of this By-law, it may be used for a purpose permitted in the
zone in which the said tot is located, provided it can be adequately
serviced with water and sewage services, has a suitable building area and
provided all other applicable provisions in this By-law are complied with.
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Frontenac Islands comprehensive zoning by-law was approved by the 0MB in August,
2005.

Comprehensive Zoning By-law - Frontenac Islands Page 47
December, 2003- 0MB Approved August. 2005
3.5.6 Reconstruction of Damaged Existing Buildings or Structures
^^rln_t^i_s By-law sha11 apply to Prevent the reconstruction of any lawful
nonconforming
building or structure, existing as of the date of passing of this By-law, which is
damaged by causes beyond the control of the owner;providedthatsuch"reconstruction
IS

proceeded with expeditiously.
3.5.7 Building Permit Issued
The Provisions of this By-law shall not apply to prevent the erection or use of any
building or
structure, for a purpose prohibited by this By-law, for which a permit has been issued
pursuant to Section 3 of The Building Code Act prior to the date of passing of this By-
law, so
long as the building or structure, when erected, is used and continues to be used for the
purpose for which it was erected, provided further that the permit has not been revoked
pursuant to Section 6 of The Building Code Act.
3.5.8 Existing Floor Area Less than Required
Nothing in this By-law shall prevent an extension or an addition being made to a
permitted
dwelling house, which dwelling house existed at the time of passing of this By-law but
which

has a dwelling unit area less than required by this By-law, provided such extension or
additions does not contravene any other provisions of this By-law.
3.6 Undersized Lots
3.6.1 Existing Undersized Lots
Notwithstanding any other provision of this By-law to the contrary, where a lot, having a
lesser lot area and/or frontage than required herein existed prior to the date of passing
of this

By-law, is held under distinct and separate ownership from an abutting lot or lots as
shown

by a conveyance of title properly registered prior to the date of passing of this By-law,
or,

where such a lot is created as a result of an exploration, such smaller lot may be used
and a

building or structure may be erected, altered or used on such smaller lot provided such
smaller lot has a frontage of not less than 13 metres and that all other applicable zone
provisions of this By-law are complied with.

As illustrated above, in the comprehensive zoning by-laws of the rest of the County of
Frontenac, I feel fhe changes proposed by the plarming department of South Frontenac
with regards to 5.11 of the zoning by-law will create an additional level of bureaucracy by
forcing the South Frontenac resident, in the case of a fire, tornado or other action where
their property is destroyed, of undue delays and expense dealing with the severance
committee while in some instances being homeless.
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^T?^°?^ilelent-s^ch,as a forest ?e or tomado» where multiple waterfront properties
within Ae 30 metre setback are partially or totally destroyed, could leadtomon&sTnot
years of waiting for a ruling by the severance committee.

Atbei>t'aspublishedon the TownshiP web site, 90 days is required to accomplish a
mmor vanance with the sever^ce comnuttee and we have all-heari of cases that exceed
tUs time fra^e. I am sure the insurance company that insu^s the property-owner would
refuse to compensate the displaced owner for lodging for an unknown amount of time
while the severance committee is deliberating the file.

^^i^t^^^'^i!.l^^J?^^lu?^ts ^om ^e .rfst of?le ^ollnty) should
be an iAerent right and a building permit should be issued without the added restriction
.°l^ay?^"letsr?ake.a deal" !yith ^e severance committee. We all have seen examples
where further restrictions are forced on landowners of the township to receive the
committee's blessing.

tf you were to choose to act as your own contractor to rebuild a destroyed struck, the
normal discount to payout by the insurance companies of 20% is the norm. In the case of
a refusal by the township to allow you to rebuild on a lot within the 30 metre setback,
would &epropertyo^erbesubjectto the same 20% loss ofthe value oftheir property if
a cash setdement was offered by the insurance company to settle the claim?

Tins could lead to a loss of $20,000.00 per $100,000.00 of insured property value and the
ownership of a lot that is un-build-able aad worthless if section 5.11 is rescinded.

Section 5.10.2 seems to be a contentious issue between the buildmg department and the
planning department. The planning department position is an arbitrary requirement with
regards to the walls remaming. The building department, whose expertise we rely on in
the construction industry, are of the opinion as long as the same footprint of an existing
building are used for the re-construction, the replacement of the building from the
foundation up of the same square footage should be the criteria for re-construction if the
owner deems this a necessary approach for re-construcdon.

This not only makes economic sense, it also brings the rebuilt structure to the present
building code of Ontario with regards to the msulation, structural integrity and current
buildmg practises enforced by the building department of South Frontenac.

There are thousands ofwaterfront homes and cottages in South Frontenac that are within
the_30 metre setback that was enacted in the officiad plan in 2003. Prior to the current
official plan and the subsequent adoption by council in 2005 of the comprehensive zoning
by-law, legal lots were severed and building permits were issued by the township and
land taxes were collected. For over a decade, the existing zoning by-laws have been
adequate to administrate the issuance of building pemuts'as the need arose and the need
for more restrictive and arbitrary changes eludes me. Considering the zoning by-law
policies of the other townships in Frontenac County, I would question the planning
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department's position.

The stringent wording proposed by the planning department such as "Reconstruction of
the building is prohibited" and " once the walls of an existing structure within the 30
metre setback have been removed, the land is deemed to be vacant and the structure
may not be constructed within the 30 metre setback". I would question the authority
of the township planner to ^ to enact these changes and suggest there are precedes
ndedupon by Ac 0MB ^ Divisional Courts in Ontario that will dispute the planning
departments position.

In the case of TDL Corp versus Ottawa (City), 2009 Carswell Ontario 7336, the 0MB
ruled that the buildings may see renewal and change and that the appellant would not lose
its right to legal non-conforming use during a closure for a voluntary repair or even
^l^icSl^l^lS?^l(^tf« ^?mi?T^^e^l^rd.f^nid^b?a.le8 non-conforminguse
could be re-established even if the building within which that use Is established were
voluntarily removed.

The City of Ottawa sought leave to appeal the matter to Divisional Court and the
Divisional Court upheld the ruling by the 0MB.

The above ruling should suggest a little overzealousness on the part of the township
planner to enact rules that are just not needed to administrate the building activity ofnon-
conformmg designated properties in South Frontenac Township.

The following pages are an article published by the Digest of Municipal Planning Law
titled The Evolution Of Legal Non-Conforming Rights. The article elaborates on the
legislation Section 34(9) (a) of the Plaiming Act and the legal rights of the property
owners with regards to continued usage offheir property, including the legal right to
rebuild, if desired or necessary due to fire, flood, etc.
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EVOLUTION OF LEGAL NON-CONFORMING RIGHTS

by Michael Poluwin and Elad Gafiu

dat Ham of the City, which was adopted OB May 14,2003
and amended in July 2006.IirtradnctiaB
Over seventy appeals regafding die enaameat offte CZBL

appeak was brought by Tbe TDL Group Coip. C1I>L") tok

useofbuihKngs that are nmKOBfiTgas to use ^i^ge"L"TOiS^*tfovation or
section 3 of the CZBL wfaich am-or non-comptying as to perfomumce standaids. The intent

Two recent decisions, 7DL Group Corp. v. Ottawa fC&yJ,
2009 CaisweHOBt 7336 (0MB.), s&ikmg out a portioa of Lt^afalwn
t.S.°Loa"'^mms:tv^.'Tdme °""m; scn"» 34<9xa)rflte pl»^^ "^ - "^i°° to
&"s^,~dott"^w\nLGmvca^m te^'"f'T^l.»;^Tdi^"^u^
S^"'o°l.ll?inA. _ct)L"BddnMtecay. °f ^''£'rf-"ta>WW^~^ST^ nan-con-

ottam'LleaTCJD_appHdofan ofdcr<XFdle OBtario Mmici- fimiingusB ^d'are'SwMvialafe>as"3 S zoningSl,^l(S!?B-^S?£^i?s_a^.aIld mlambiSU- ^Wtoe of the fact ftatiiewe oftitelfflriwsteuctoe ex-

^."&E ttM"riSMB-n?_°°t.Iim!"coe'mdy iaed » ^i^^.nfe.bi.^-torhfcte^
S ^^.""^^S^^T^?^8 a^ss. hws m&tSftcieis nmhMmplMnawasjpSeTsec-
yondthe nanow constiamts pmmtted by fiw ^tomi^ Art, tian 34(9X») provides:
R.S.0.1990, CL P.13 and at common law.

34. (9) No by-law passed nndu dus MCtion qipfes,
Bacligroimd (a) to prevent fte use of any hnd, building a s&uchne for any
la 2001. the new Gly of Ottawa (the Gty) was created by puiposcpdnhitedbytfaeby-hwifsDchlaid.bmlifingarsbiKs-

ture ^ hwfUI^f need fe aid puposc oft Ae day d flae pass-Ae amatgamafiou of Ae Region cf Ottawa-Carietca and II ing of die by-taw. so l&ng as it oonlnuics to be used for fhat
local mmriapaBties. On June 25, 2008, followiqg appmri- pmpose;

^^.^^-^ as

CZBL hamumized die cdsting 36 zoamg by-laws &om the
farmer muudpalides comprising the mwdty. mto a riqgle 3. (I) Nodring in thia section aEEecb subsedioa 34(Sf) ofdaJ'Jdmunff

Act, HS.O. 1990, EMqHcd LfflKfa aDd Bailifings, wirich adAs-^csammg by-law, and wah deagncd to implement Ifae DEW Offi- wm-confomucg uses,

CARSWELL8
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fflHopetsaitwSTtpaVOrFebuSdaypmt^'aiybwliSighmising "normal evohrtidu" of Doa-coufcmnmg uses by prohibitug
9rallierwiseusedinewiwctiww eii3R^oi^bmv^llM, exccptas activities such as Ac instaltation of eaergy-saving windowsset out in suiaedvm (3).

or the repair of a deacpit roof because such KHDvationsWWhffiabvSdai^siivcSuiv.faaSlyareSieiwm. iadwlmg lepSc
and orter awwaig systems, used. in muurium wrtA a wsn-wn wodd run aftnd of die pFahibition on volmuaiy damage,
fanmag we is <bmcged or demolished, fhe nmnm^unwg right u deaoolition or removal conlamed m subsections 3(3) and (4).
tut adfegutriW t^ (Byto» WUMfiIl In contrast, die City argued ifaat section 3 was an appropriate

(A) rtr ffaBKtg? (u-AmfliBton nw nmo&uwry vehicle to encoutagc or "cause" the "evolution** of land use
0>) tfa iwiifetg B npuirior re-oca^ed befrre riw cyfry <if over time from "a tegal TOB-confomxing use to one in con-hmjceff.foA formity wifh the zoning by-law" Qiages 8-9f). to oral evi-(c) Ibcbirildmg ccnlimtt 10 be nwl for Ute same {Uiposc aflEt

dcBCe before flte Boaid, fte City's land use pbnner con-it is repaacd as it was used befac it was damaged or
demolistaL finned that die c&ct of section 3 of the CZBL wa$ dial "if a

(4) Novi-cewftirmag figlits are ejSmgussSwS-. property owner repaiis or rebuilds voluntarily, to mamtain,
(a) wkere dke damage, donoUdm or removal cfa buSdmg ls upgrade or modenrize die building, the noo-cou&mnuig or
MS Jmxrfuntanr. Bon-complying right is lost" (page 3). In feet, auxwding to
(b) whur a damafed bwWHg is iw repaired w n-ecayied the City's planner, Ifae City's mtent [of section 3 was} to
btfaft (he apzyeftm ytvs; vs fiiadaaBy phase out eristing legal mui-coufuncii^ uses
(c) where die Dnn-coufwming use, (page 3).

CO is abacfloned, m The 0MB rejected the City's argament m this regard and de-(n) is chmigpd mdKnt pumisiifltt fitan die Qmnrittoc of
tennmed as fbBows at page 10:AdJBSUnent.

f0)n a deer readn® of section 34(9)(a) rf the Act... rodl a nuinid^(5) This section applies. wiA aE neccssaiy modification, to a non-
aanpjying building. pal intart and effect of a iaauDg by-law is not peunttBd by Uic Act.

I...]... (Emphasis addcdl
'niecaswoicdIyiheABidlan^cspeciiiIlydicdeciaciBOifflieSu-

Ontario Municipal Bum-d Decision ptemc Court of fanada, Centrd ftwisfc AuHnee v. City of Torenw
«mrf Sautf-RimyaU fOfyJ v. (Mnwr afifina the right uf »landmnier tuThe position of TDL before the Board was that section 3 of CTunnnc wiA a fcgal DaiKonfannwg iue-In fact, die Sqreine Court(he CZBL untawfaIL'y attempted to naiEOW, amBnd and i&- of Canada decisions stand for Ihe pfopoation that such a use may be

strict ifac non-confoniriBg rights of property owners beyond tsqaDderf nriihin the confines of die binMiug, may be inteBufied at
tfae iunsdictioa of <he C5^ purauant to the Pfaimang Act. Spe- yen nf the ^fc-tiBificg adamity, aail BiriBy, d paificular idevanpc 10
dficaUy, TDL took issue with die fact (fast subwctums 3(3) the case at liand. may see "tcoewal and change" (famt-Samaa^

(CSty) v. OSwa).aad (4) of Ac CEBL puqxated to estu^uidi property owa-
The Baud finds Aat section 3 of the CZBL spcdfiaBy npaates toas' legal noD-confomiing rights wfaae "damage, demolition prohibit such "tcncwal and diangc'. [Rm^'harit m original|or rcnuwal <rf & taril^^ is ncd m'rotBntar/', as coutrasted to

dl^^wh^SaT'on^ui^VdOK^Ii^ii; ?eGty.?o.aISU?.?twtaltoy_o?lSn,rfu^indBd:
rf^Si^y-'^^dcffloBtiMcTiw^d^."^ m&fw.w^"^" re£CMBC?rf.dCTTrf&e

building, briqgs legal non-confoftning and non-complymgbeyond the control of ifae owner).
oses to an end, and that such wiU not be the case only if such

mT^d.?e.B dtowmCTWS.TTTS?l^ftfrte ces»ti(»iTbeyoodfti;contFoTrfd^proW'om~B^
prT?n&idffi.Sasfcmte?mofmTIS,to ev;:o^m^lBo»ddia^.£Sgthat^mt»-
?rtuT-atotts^ta^ri^!KnuE1flT;AHl.AMlcan tion^^op^owBff^iraniomtfTSeToariiiUted
^noi <rf:nm<OT^ ^a!^of^w aWKM?
demolition, wbethcr it was vohmtary 01 son-volBntary. The appellant would not bsc iu i^us to its l^gd uxKonfcnmng use
Moreowr, TDL took the position fhat the decision of (he Su- during a closure far a Toluntny Bpairorcwn iqdactmcnt offlie
preme Court of Canada in Swnt-Klsnuald fV3f<) c. OBiwr bnBdiog- The Boad notes the wolds of (he court in KMstev v, Om-
(2001). pOOl] 2 S.CJl 898, 22 M.PJJEt. (3d) 1.2001 Car- Mfdmk (Touwftp q9; "... iittcctioB is a fdevant factor to be ccn-

ddnad ia de case of a tBag-eatablished prttmi of use "sweSQue 2013.2001 CaswdIQue 2014, 12001] S.C.J. No.
54» RETO 2001-25834.2001 SCC 57,204 DJLR. (4A) 284, KnaUy. the Boari lejeded the two-yeiu- InnHation period fw
275 NA.1(S.C.C.) stood for the propoa&m that iMnKCiu- icpaumg and iWTOipi^ig spewed m seclaans3(3)(b) md
fbmung add coa-complymg uses aie not fcied. but can 3(4)(b) of the CZBL. llie Board wrote at page 11:
tsvtAvc (ffCT tinne, pronded lihat flhfc impact on Ifac sniiound- A^n, ten B ntAn^ in sedtkm 34l9)t^ wlnch rihnre far Itoe taEfin-

guidunent of a tandtmner's right tB a It^al BMt-confimnug me if re-ing ndghbouifaood was imnp**al. As Bimrie J. held, "[njnder paiis arieaOTMioui are not con^eted bcftuc dtt Hpby of fm> ycais.the doctrine of "acquired rigtrts", the respoadenls were not As nntel Aovc, "inten&Bi" » iletcmiinalivc. V a IfflnIomeT dauun*
only earided to cantinue to use the premises as they were jtates a oafiimuus iiueariiM. to cuntinut aIong-tStaUishcdpatietHflf
whfia fiw new by^a-B was passed, but'was s'vea some flNQ- UsagB, flKtc B no luu of its right, Fcgariless of die time it takes u>
MIity in tfae operation of ifaat use**, inchiding the rigiit to Complete icpairsL

UBfHiB.deTOlnfiiHi*'iaidti&'<adi^tto1iiedMnandsofliKinai- The Boaid Ihesn idfimateiy ccnchided that "sectinn 3 of die
fcet Of Ae tochuDlogy that are relevant to if (para. 19). Sec- CZBL, in its eDtirety, impTOperiy namnre, amends and rc-
oott S off th& CZBL unlmrfuUy ftustrated ffria right to the suicts the right of a piopeny owner to a legal non-coD-

Judgnent writon; t41ff» 60^-3300-, But (416) 2 S»4
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fanning use, cantraiy to section 34(9)(a) oflhe Pksszmg Act. "peacwal aad diange" of non-confomung uses as articulated
Section 3 is beyond <fac jurisdkrion of tfae Gty" (pa^ 11). in Smnt-Romuald,

After icviewing die subnussions of boSi parties, ToscanoDirisiunal Court Bcusinn
Roocamo J. fouad tfaat "tfae Board's deciaon in this raatter

The Gty sougte teaw to ai>pcal fhe dcdatm of flic Boaid was wen leasoned and conecr Qrara. 39), and stated at
repealing section 3 oftfae CZBL to Ac Divisional Court. As paragraphs 36-37 diafc
a preluninaiy niattEt, the Qty sought that subasctKms 3(6) to to apcafic irfcnn* u C^tad Porter, aipimdiuc te cn^ged die
(8) of Ac CZBL be restOKd. There was no evidence before nascmng tppfcd in SaaS-Somsaid. Ste Bcuad cCTieIu&d that ac-
the Boari that these tfaree subsections WCTS unlawful puisu- qaiicd rfgUs entiBed pnpa^ ownus to some flcrihBity u the upna-

dm rf ihe tut, iadnffing nocnal cvulnticu of some ines. The Boariant to the P&mnn^g Art. In fart, boA tile plannars <w die CSty concluded flnt noond enlirtwn of ase ecmSd eacoaifws dcmoGtioaand TDL supported these provisions. Justice Toscaao Roc- and idmiliSog of a jcnpubf widaa its fiaa^riitt .wifh (be "n»nri«" to
camo ordered, on consent of botfa parties, flut subsections coutmm the me of the bajihfii^ or Btrachac as it adsied pdm ID die
3(6) to (8) be remiued to a rcheaimg of the matter before the etuchneat of a by-taw-1 find n» <nuf in the Bond's reasnnicg ia Uris
0MB-[nnsuaid to section 43 (rf the Ontario Afanictput ffowid reaped.

Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.28. to condnding dm Snamu 3 of ibc CZBL opaaed tn ftusbate da
nflmnt notation <rf a lagal BdiKonfamuag use dnon^i roaewat and

After rcviewmg the parties' submissions with respect to the dumgc, Ac board uxqrtcd the reaaowmg m Kolsiem v. Ofo-MvSaitte
standard of review, the court held die appropriate standard of fflnwufcfp  f) (ZDOZ), 3d WLPJJt. pd) 266 (Out Sup. 0.) and Mo-

hnwtri v. Dyaart (UmufpaEty) Bai&ig qgicidl (2008), 4Sa review of a decisioD of ifae Board to be leasonab'leoess,
M-P-Ut (3d) 282 (Om. Sup, CL) iu snpport of ihc propomiMi ifaatgiven that "the Boari has specialized expertise in mterpFet- whac a Undowucr danonsbaes i long establiihed jiaBem of aas,

ing die piovisians of die PianRmg Act, mdndSng Section 34, flien ia no loss at nghB Aat Bows 6mu iBtomvtion umse fta mu>-
and in applymg its undcdying poticiB" (para. 19). vations ornpahs, wheita'or net vithin flu ocidTnl offtc property

owner, and legaidless of die lime needed to cfiect repms. Asun. 1
While adauying ftat "die mteqnetation of ScCliou 3 of the find no came to doubt die Board's wasomng in lids legard.
TLufl^-toTdSa?.ddSC'wdlasto/iTd?£f Accanfagty.thcCi^motionfcrleavetoappeaHotfaeDi-
nm. ^^SSSn!S)^plsam!J^S^ insHHiC^rtwas~diTri:
and tfaat its position with respect to the definition of "dam-
age" in the C2BL was "evolvmg" (paia. W), the City IICTO-- DiBcnssaim
tfaeless asserted that: As noted above, municipalides across Ontario purport to re-

[V|ulmitmy'yanoBtiai" of a Stmcnue at undff SBCIIDB 3(4) of die strict pmpaty owaeis' rights to repair, icoovate or use build-
CZBL justifies tenninatKa of tegd iKSMmfwBiing rigiits m the ab- ings tfaat are non-confomuDg as to use, in appareDt (aid now
sena of any inteilicd U> ccntifluc ttic iKKhcouftianing use at the time confmned) contravention of section 34(9)(a) of the Plawwig
(he by-law was passed, CTqdad ifth BB isfiem^tioa m conaimAsf or Act. This is not surprising gcvw that acquired rights are a
physicdc3CKteDccofthestntrtiHc.<paRL29) tfaom in the side of mnmcipal planners since they interfere

TDL argued that fee Boacl'8 reafiomng was an appropriate wib tht achievemeut of ifae City's visioa articulated in mu-
application of the Ontario Court of Appeal decision io Ot- mdpa] official plans.
tewB^CdyJv.Gpted/artn^An-.pOQ2),28&tPJJEL(3d) 'R» deoMon of flre Bomd and the Mnaoiml Comt in Ac
333. 212_D.LR._ (4tU)_ ^2.20^GusweUO°t I197\-I5S mate of the Otewu fOryJ v. WL Grav Corp. lepresems a
0-A.C. 174, 59 OJK. (3d0 327, [2002] OJ. No. 1511 ff>Bt waaiing to cities across the province ttal (he comte wOl oot
CA), which concerned wheflua die defendant, whicb ea- tolerate attempts by amniapalitics to ovareach ihdr powas
joyed a legal iKHKOU&aming use as a pi*Iic^irage, could underlteJF'feaunniffAffandtIielawtocmtravenele^laoiu-
be subject to pcrfnanance Standards in fte CSty cS Ottawa's coofonnii^ ri^us.As noted by Kffleen J. in 382671 (3teario
zomag by-laws. Ltd. v. Lwdw {City) Chief Bmldmg Official (1996), 32
Anztmmgby-lawsfedHmdcconeofdtheroftwocategories: M.M-R. (M» I, 1996 GusweaOnt 1388, U996] OJ.No.
(1) land use provisaons; or 0) peribnnance standaris provi- 1352,28 OJR. (3d) 718 (OUL GKL Uv.) by-laws d^ seek to
aons.lBC^»tttIPariyng,D<iiiHty.)A.aptaiedfceieasomqg restrict mtt-ccaii&mmng ngbts are '*"otlmtg incro nor less
of (he Supreme Gffitm ,Saurf-femuwM and held that per- thaaacle^attCT^bylfaem(UUCipaUtytotiNtdiuF<m
fdanancestomkuds win ^Iwhas they as found to interfere ewadisenibowelsecdou34(9)oflfaefP&nmR%JA<:^(paca.
with acquired rights, in tfaat tfaey alto the nattne of a legal 25)-
Don-confomUflg use or inteifee with die real and reasonable Indeed, many mmucipaBries across die provioce of Oatario
expectations flowing fiom a legal non-ciwfommig use (para. are arguably nuuung afoul of (he law with respect to non-
35). TDL tact the position, supported by tfac Court, tfaat sec- coDfomring ri^rts. At die time off writing, zomag by-laws in
tioa 3 of t&e CZG8L, wtncii was a perfonnacce standari be- Ae City of OriDia, the Town of Haldimand, Ifae City of
cause it did not pmport to regulate fhe types of uses of land, Sudbmy, aBddieToiwiiofDunnvilIe all essattiatly pcnmt,
tan afonl of flac twdding in Capital Parjang because the pro- wdfa mmoT variauces in wtadmg, the sacngtbemng or icsto-
hibitiou on vohurtary repair or reoovaction unIawfiiUy urter- ration to a Kafe condition of any Doa-coDfonnmg building or
feiBdwiflidieiealandie^ouatd&expBc^ion&tEdiei^itto stmrtBrc,'white resttictn^ liie ri^t to lebuffld (B lepair onty

Jndpnurt ertaie (416) 6DM8(U; Pa (4L6) 29&-5094
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4 DJrfJX. Qd), JamuBy 2(HO 4

far situations nAcFe die flon-confonniagbuildfaig or stracturc coostouctma<)faiina<aiifoinui^lnn ngaisttnctoresiBn-
is damaged or destroyed by causes beyond die control cf the larto the two-year limitafioa period m subsections 3(3)(b)
vwass .See CSty cf Onllu's By-Iam No. 2005-72, ss. 343 ajul3(4)(t>)aftheGtyofOria!iia'sCZBLtt>atW iepealed
and 3.4.5, fee Town of HaUimand's By-laws 1-H 86, ss. by tfae Board and the Court. The City of Kingston pemits
63.1 and 6.3.2; the City ofSudbury's By-laws No. 95-5002, the leplaxBiraff (rf a ttEHKoa&iamng building desteoyed toy
s. 4(4%a); and Ac Town of DmmvDle's By-laws 1-DU 80, any means beyond the cuittol cf the owner 'provided ifaat
ss. 6-3.1 and 63^. The eEEaA of these by-laws is tBpmfeitet coinstiuctionisconimeaicedwitinncneyear&Qmflicdateof
voluntary repair or renovalion Oitfaer tfaan for the pmpose of deStuctioD and provided that Ifae building is completed
inip?wmgdK8a^c<auKKm<rfaBOiiKsmfe](raBi)®lBu ng mdun a icasonable time flieieafier" (Zoning By-law No.
orsttuchue. ConsequcBdy.ienovationfijTUpgradu^onnod- 8499, s. 5.2A(ft)). Sunilariy, flie City afOnDia aBowslherc-
ecnizmg a buihimg, sach as tbfr instaIbOMU of energy-saving lnulffing or repan" of any InuldlDg or structure tfaat is dam-
windows, would aiguably not be pemutted. Itowevw, as the a^d or destroyed by causes beyond fliecontnd of dicowner
Board noted in ih6TIXjdetasKn4Sudiiedrictions<av<dun- '^mmded such idnuldii^ w lepaif is cmiducted wifhitt two
taiy repair and renovation are in direct conflict with Binme years" (Zoung By-law 2005-72, s. 3.4.5). However, as die
J.'s luling in Samt'-SomuaSd that manicipalifics cannot fins- Board held in its decision at page II, and which was af-
bate die nomnal cvolutioa of Bon-c<m&naing uses ttaougfa finned by &e Mvisional Court, 'lilf a landowner demon-
"renewal and change". strates a continuous intention to continue a loag-estabUshed
Even HUKC egregious violations of non-conforaimg rights pattern of us^e,1bMe is no loss of its right, lepudless of dtc
can be found in zoning by-laws that prohibit the restoration ti°lc it takes to complete repairs."
of nou-confonning buildings or sttuctares when (hey arc The above eaangdes of zoning by-laws 6am across Ontariodamaged or destroyed even in cases where the deshuctioa is demoDsbate fhe extent to wluch mumdpalities attai^t to
teS.ra°as,''S°dS.2""l°(te-'Sm'  mntfc- :-?' ^<^d»"^.^rto. tom'^
the City of Guelph prohibits "the rebuilding of a non-con- noa-confianiu^ uses to ones in confoamly mtti cmratt zoii-&Mming use if it should be destro'yed" (Zomng Sy-bm
^--^"^N^o.T^S y^XaL^otww^m^

Corp. ceprcsents fur the first time a clear and unambiguous
^wa:^f.ws9°^faw *e^ ^'£^^'^»^»»r^;'» sec-

rf°noLT  wa&"asw eaLwt^.:' ' 'wm^'^R^^^S^^S^
^a,^S^SSI?:-! "a^Ldw?faew-a Sj" Soa'Ma^ti^ffl^^(»r^ftar zon-

mldti?-famSdfSn!^h"te dSed^£CT; ^b^^Ea^TSe'hw^^pectlo^ ^-
^Li.?^^T.^I?.^7^>^TI^?i^e^^TI^e iT^ll^^:^f coafannuig nights.
walls below gnutey CZanmg By-law $5-95, s. 4.2.6). While
residents of the City d ThuDd» Bay wfao own legal non-
coufomung "occqried dwellings" that are "damaged or dc-
sboyed l»y accidental fire or a natural disaster" arc pamitted
.o-n^o^-teUldi.^o..^^^,^: ^P^.^^M^^B^r-
faimmgbua^orstra^ -atefhaa a'dwdU^ ... ^^motT'_?°^CTtsin_^Tm?OTdptomros
~,,W»^°5»w^^^ te.rBtedte. f:-v'-Maw'.at"e'a'd.r?MS_c'-°'*m?^_
^fc^ofm^to^p^t^Tofa.^ ^"^"; ^.fa^i'?m'/racT &to.°c(0'^
^pr^dBdftomiesto^^b^ngs or structures- SWM^JWS^dew^mcm^t^dhasb^^

volved in developments throughosit Ac Ottawa area and(Zoning By-law I77-I983, s. 5.11.1(a) and (b)).
Eastern amd Southern Ontario, Mr. Pohwm also acts on be-

Such attempts arc cmdraiy to Toseauo Roccamo J.'s. holdiog
^^'^^.^^^T^^: w/j'"KV^,m_E^m^i"'j'MV^*

in development and pubtic-pTivette partnership matters.onsbcates a ku% estaiblBbed pattern of use, th^ is no toss of
rights that flows from intemiption in use far Fenovatixms or Qad Gafm is an ArticVng Student with Gcwlws I^fieur
lepaiis, wbetfaer or nut within tfae coatnd of Ite property H/wlfrwm JJ.P in fhtmva, wheiw he tfb» woriterf at a &un-
owner" (para. 37). It should be noted tfaat Qowhere in die mer Student. Be graduated m 2009 wiSt an LL5- (Cum
PlBiHiingActareffiS&ttCtyMlSiB&dewfQiiespecttDiepairand taude)jiwm. the'EnsSshCommmt law Program at the Uni-
ranowtion rights between ififfacat types of nou-oon&Mimi^ versity of Ottawa. Prwr to law school EladfSteHded Queen's
uses, aad IfaneEare sudi atteinpts m die dbove noted Ify-taws UnawTStty mi a Chaiiceltor's Scholarship .wheif he received
are mgustificd and unlawfuL a BA. (Sons.) in Economics, as weUas the University cfTo-
Finally, there arc also examples of zoning by-laws from ronto on an OnSario Graduate Scholarship where he re-
across the prowBCC dial place time limits oo the repair w ic- ceivedanMA. w Economics.

Jirignatt ortes: (416) 60MSOQ; Fax (416) 29S-S094
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^,C^S^'J !vyl ^e my PersonalPersPective on how the changes to the zoning by-laws
sol?djiffect j?e' .I,uv?^n?Iowes ake on a Private lane with a lot configuration of 23
feetofwaterfrontby 100 foot depth that borders on the private laae;iti:'my"fear"te the
^??s!ion-?l^ed upon me.by thetownshiP.ifa fire etc. were to occur, would place me

^n,^v^bl.e^osli?ion ,of.T Prolon8ed' arduous task trying to obtain a buildingpenmt
S^^^^^^^^IUADOT^^^"^-
pW.s.akead^withthe severe conunittee ^uldp.bablyt^S^n
factual r^uildi^of my hon. ^th an inunediate issuance ofa buUdmgp;n^ a

^hTnr^^tl^f^^o^^^!^l^^^^Tt's,Jposi^ ,^. ght
of the preceded of 0MB hearings and Divisional Courtrulings included mmy
objection.

The planning department led by Lindsay Mills, seem to have a biased disregard for the
wateriront land owners who happen to live on waterfront lots wilhin the 30mete'setback
designation. _ To describe the proposed amendments as minor e.ors/omissionsmtfaetext
as found in the planning report dated March 10 2016 insults the intelligence of the
wateriront taxpayers of South Frontenac Township. These are major changes to flie
Tg by-laws ^.10.2 ^d 5.11 that will eventually cost the taxpayers of Ac township
thousands of dollars if the changes are made by council and challenged at the0MB.

^i^ample.^fou?' townshiP planner's bias is the paragraph that states <lthat existing
buildings within the 30 metre setback, once removed, should be setback further so that,
some day, all buildings will be well set back from water bodies to ensure protection of
our lakes into the future."

i^^^^^oP^?n^^T^r^^^^el^i^^!^u^^?T^gi?^I^Tnt..!mdividual non-conformmg properties one at a time with die refusal of a building permit.
Remember these are changes proposed "Reconstruction of the building is.

prohibited."

Another example of the biased approach of our planner, is the planner's interpretation of
dilapidated, "perhaps moss has grown on the roof and water has been allowed to enter
the walls," Shingles have a limited lifespan and heavily wooded areas along the shoreline
promote moss growtfa. Could a leaky roof and moss growth on my roof lead to a
condemned classification where the township orders my residence to be removed? Who
at the township, has the authority to assess and condemn existing structures?

Council should ask themselves these questions.

Ifthe other three townships in Frontenac County have adopted basically the same
wording that exists in the present comprehensive zoning by-laws that relate to this issue,
why is South Frontenac Township trying to make the by-laws more stringent then their
counterparts.
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Is the expense of an 0MB hearing necessary, when the outcome is clear based on the past
0MB hearings and judgments by the Divisional Coi-ut?

Who will pay for the devaluation of the waterfront landowner if their house bums and a
building permit is denied and could this lead to a civil case mvolving fee township?

At an 0MB hearing, the expert witnesses called are supposed to give an unbiased
testimony, could you categorize our planner as unbiased and would you have to unport an
unbiased planner to represent the township and at what cost?

I would question the motive for the changes proposed and would like an explanation for
not only the timing of the agenda, where the majority of the cottagers are away and the
legitimacy of the zoning by-law amendments.

What instigated these changes and why is an additional layer of bureaucracy through the
severance committee approach being added to the waterfront residents of South Frontenac
if their house bums?

Sincerely, Jamie Curragh
12
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PLANNING REPORT: PUBLIC MEETING

Township of South Frontenac Planning Department

Prepared for Council

Agenda Date: March 15, 2016

Date of Report: March 10 18,2016 Applicant: Township-lnitiated

Subject: Township-lnitiated Housekeeping Amendments to the Township of
South Frontenac Comprehensive Zoning By-law

Summary of Recommendation:
:me recommendation is that Council pass amendments to the Comprehensive
zonin9 By-taw to correct minor enrors/omissions both in the mapping and in the
text of the document.

Purpose of the Report:
The purpose of this report is to bring to Council amendments to the
Comprehensive Zoning By-law to correct errors and omissions and to hold a
public meeting on the changes as required under section 34 of the Planning Act.
The report includes a location maps and an amending by-law.

Background
The Comprehensive Zoning By-law for the Township, has been in full force and
effect since 2005 and was prepared to implement the policies of the Official Plan
as required by the Planning Act. Using the By-law since 2005, staff periodically
become aware of minor errors/omissions in the by-law that need to be corrected
and a housekeeping by-law is necessary to correct them. At this time a number
of mapping errors have been noticed and clarity in the wording is needed on
sections of the text.

Discussion

The following is a list of the proposed eleven amendments that would help to
correct the by-law along w-rth an explanation and rationale for the changes. It
should be emphasized that the changes to the zone maps are mostly technical in
nature and simpfy reflect errors during map preparation. These amendments
were already presented to the Committee of the Whole on January 26,2016.

Text Changes
There has been concern expressed by Planning over interpretation of the
following sections:

1. Section 5.10.2 Existing Buildings Within 30 Metres (98.4 ft.) of a Waterbodv
or Watercourse does not permit buildings to be reconstructed-The
definition reads as follows:

"Where a building has been erected prior to the date of passing of this By-
law on an existing lot and said building has less than the minimum 30
metre (98.4 ft.) setback from the highwater mark of a waterbody or
watercourse, then said building may be repaired, renovated or
strengthened to a safe condition provided there is no enlargement of the
gross floor area or increase in height In addition, no living space shall be
added below grade to any existing building or structure."

This wording allows any building within the 30 metre setback to be
renovated, strengthened and made more structurally sound but it does not
permit it to be taken down and reconstructed.

This section is meant to implement the intent of the Official Plan which is:
i) that all new construction should be well setback from any waterbody

with a minimum setback of 30 metres,
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ii) that existing buildings within the 30 metre setback, once removed,
should be set back further so that, some day, all buildings will be well
set back from waterbodies to ensure protection of our lakes irrto'the
future,

iii) tha1existin9bui!dingswrthin the setback may stay as le9al non-
complying structures but they lose this legal status when they are
removed.

Lh-?,TlvT.^ip.!l?T..^lysJ_nterpr?ed that'when the walls of the building
are removed, the building is considered to be gone and rt cannot be

^=^a^s^=sthis
more clear.

[I;^t'il?r^?fti^ nc?i?»t^i?.T S,u^d^?_?.?E?!?n?? .r!?s,n?t ^9^^d w,ith
thfejn.emn - they believe tha. renovations may include buiktingfrom
the foundation up on the same footprint.

Thus a new sentence should be inserted to say that reconstruction is
prohibited. Also, an explanation of reconstruction should be included so that
the section reads as follows: (changes in bold type)

"Where a building has been erected prior to the date of passing of this By-
law on an existing lot and said building has less than the minimum 30
metre (98.4 ft) setback from the highwater mark of a waterbody or
watercourse then said building may be repaired, renovated or
strengthened to a safe condition provided there is no enlargement of the
gross floor area or increase in height. Reconstruction of the building is
prohibited. In addition, no living space shall be added below grade to any
existing building or structure.

For the purposes of Interpreting section 5.10.2, once the walls of an
existing structure within the minimum 30 metre setback have been
removed, the land is deemed to be vacant and the structure may not
be reconstructed within the 30 metre setback."

2. Section 5.11 of the by-law REPLACEMENT OF BUILDINGS OR
STRUCTURES, should be removed completely. This sectionreads as
follows:

"5.11 REPLACEMENT OF BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES
A building or structure, including a legal non-conforming and/or legal
non-complying building or structure, may be replaced with a new
building or structure in the case of partial or complete destruction
caused by fire, lightning, explosion, tempest, flood or act of God,or
demolition permit required by the Corporation of the Township of
South Frontenac or other authority for safety, health or sanitation
requirements, providing such building or structure is serviced by a
potable water supply and sewage disposal system approved by the
appropriate responsible authority. A building permit will only be
issued, in the absence of zoning relief, provided no enlargement of
the footprint or increase in gross floor area is proposed and provided
the permit is applied for within 12 months of the partial or complete
demolition/destruction. The replacement building shall be located on
and not increase the footprint or gross floor area of the non-
conforming building The applicant shall provide proof lo the
satisfaction of the Chief Building Official that there will be no increase
in the size of the building footprint or gross floor area and that the
replacement building will be located within the same footprint as the
non^onforming/non-complying building. Where applicable.
floodproofing and avoidance of erosion hazards should be
considered."
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This section is intended to permit any building within the 30 metre setback
:obe-~ed,fi. is destroyed by fire or-storm or if, isd^datedto
the point where the Township orders it to be removed. This'section I

isa

S???-u^.o!S'Te?sto Pel.mit property-owners to rebuild after destruction
that is beyond their control.

t!???^?r'-it-has.bel^n the slj.bjec?of some controverey becausQ many
property-owners will argue that they should be allowed to reconstruct
because their stmcture has deteriorated to the point where it is unsafe
andunusable. However, this state of dis-repairis often the result of
neglect_where the building has been neglected - perhaps moss has grown
on the roof for example and water has been allowed to enter into the
walls.

H is proposed that section 5.1 1 be removed completely and deal with
each proposed reconstruction through the minor variance process.

3. Definition of Mobile Home: The definition of Mobile Home presently
reads as follows:

"MOBILE HOME shall mean any dwelling that is designed to be made
mobile, and constructed or manufactured in accordance with the Ontario
Building Code Act and CSA standards for mobile homes to provide
accommodation for one or more persons, but does not include a modular
home or travel trailer as defined herein."

The Chief Building Official has advised that the definition should be
changed to delete the reference to the 'Ontario Building Code Act' since it
does not apply to mobile homes.

4. Definition of Top-of-Bank: The definition of Top-of-Bank presently
reads as follows:

"TOP OF BANK (Slope) shall mean a point which is the beginning of
a significant change in the land surface, then from which the land
surface slopes downward (at a grade of 30% or more) towards an
abandoned or existing waterbody or watercourse. When two (2) or
more slopes are located together, the slope that is highest and
farthest away from the watercourse shall be the slope considered for
the top of bank and must be at least a 30% grade at a point at the
highwater mark."

This definition should be amended to specrfy that, when there are 2 or
more slopes separated by plateaus leading away from the shore of a
waterbody,then it_is only the first slope that is considered for the top-of-
bank calculation. The definition should read:

.TOP OF BANK (Slope) shall mean a point which is the beginning of
a significant change in the land surface, then from which the land
surface slopes downward (at a grade of 30% or more) towards an
abandoned or existing waterbody or watercourse. When there are
two (2» or more slopes located together separated by plateaus, the
slope that is the closest to the water is considered for the top-of-bank
calculation."

5. The waterfront lots in the Badour Farm subdivision in Bedford District
slope steeply down from the road to the highwater mark of Bob's Lake.
The homes here are constructed as close to the water's edge as the
setback rules will allow. Planning has received many requests to locate
detached aaraaes in the front yards of these lots. As the Committee may
be aware, the zoning by-law does not permit accessory structures in the
front yard. The reason for this restriction is to ensure that unsightty
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buildings or sheds are not located in plain view and dominate the
streetscape.

The waterfront lots in Badour Farm cannot accommodate structures
I3?."?..?0,,1.1?"3.88 because the minimum water setback will not permit it.
However, Planning undertook a land use survey here and noted .hat.the
land slopes down to the water from the road and often is heavily treed:
^°;^e!°?themselves are very deep and the homes here on average
are 150 metres from the road. For these reasons no garage or other
accessory building located in the front yard would be exposed to view
from the street. Thus. there should be no reason to require accessory
structures to be placed only in the back yard.

n was proposed to include a special provision in the zoning for these
lots to pennit accessonr buildings in the front yard. However,
Planning has «.moyed this amendment from .h-e housekeeping by.
law for the reason that a more complete land use survey must first
be conducted to determine which lots are subject to the change.

6. The definition of Building Height presently reads as follows:
"Buikling Height shall mean the vertical distance between the established
grade and the highest point of the building or structure but does not
include chimneys antennas or other similar objects."

The by-law should specify that the height of buiklings should be measured
from the average established grade. This change has been requested by
the Chief Building Official.

7. The provisions of section 21 - Urban Industrial Zone should be changed.
As The Committee is aware, some controversy resulted from the
realization that the Urban Industrial zone permitted a motor vehicle repair
garage (which may include an auto body shop) and that it allowed
structures to be as high as 50 feet. These two provisions seem
incompatible with development in the hamlets considering that residential
uses oocur in proximity. Note also that the Official Plan does not
contemplate auto body shops in the hamlet so this use should not have
been in the Ul zone in the first place.

Subsections 21.2 and 21.3 should be changed to specify that an auto
body repair shop Is not permitted and to reduce the maximum
permitted building height from 15 metres (50 ft.) to 11 metres (36.1
ft.).

Loughborough Mapping Changes

8. Schedule "B" the zoning map for Loughborough District has three errors
that should be corrected. These are:

Part of Lot 7, Concession V. A residential lot at Sydenham Lake
accessed by Sheila Lane, is erroneously zoned Recreational
Resort Commercial (RRC). This zone should be changed to Limited
Service Residential Waterfront (RLSW).

"} Part of Lots 20 & 21, Concession VII. The zoning for a large 150
acre parcel of land at the end of Walsh Road is hot properly shown
on the Map schedule. This is the Greek Orthodox Church Camp
which was rezoned approximately ten years ago to permit a retreat
camp with an assembly hall, dormitories and recreation facilities. It
should be properly zoned Community Facility (CF-3) to permit this
use.
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iii) Part of Lot 10, Concession XII. The Scouts Canada Otter Lake
Camp located at the end of Salmon Lake Road beside Frontenac
Park is zoned Rural (RU). Planning had discussions with the
.(?^^ll?^f-tl1te.,la^d,in the past ^nd .t1?? ProPer zoning for the land
^v^!!!?:^;! Rr??e?y_s!?ould be zoned Immunity Facility
(CF) to recognize its long standing use as a scout camp

Attachment #1 shows the locations of these three properties.

Storrington Mapping Change

9. Schedule "C" the zoning map for Storringrton District has an error that
should be corrected as follows:

^ partLot 20' co"cessio" X; A large rural lot at Dog Lake, accessed
^,S??S^e^nJ!LT»?ii.(?tl£?l-S~^r^'J?-trI?o??tl^z.o.'??(?a?py
Rural (RU) and partially Limited Service Residential-Waterfront
(RLSW). Recently three severances were approved on this land
which necessitates the proper delineation of these zones. The
zoning boundaries of the_RLSW zones should now property
conform to the lot lines of the new waterfront lots that were created.

Attachment #2 shows the location of this property.

Bedford Mapping Change

10. Schedule "D" the zoning map for Bedford District has an error that should
be corrected as follows:

Part Lots 25 & 26, Concession X; A flag-shaped lot at Wolfe Lake,
accessed by Lee Road, is technically incorrectly zoned as Limited
Service Residential-Waterfront (RLSW) to recognize that it is
accessed by a private lane. However, because the long finger of
land (or handle of the flag) extends all the way south
(approximately 861 metres) to Lee Road, the lot technically has
frontage on a public road and, thus, should be zoned Waterfront
Residential (RW) and not RLSW.

Attachment #3 shows the location of this property.

CONCLUSION

An amending by-law to effect these changes is attached hereto as By-law No.
2016-20. The Planning Department advertised these changes according to the
provisions of me Planning Act. The text changes are expected to help staff and
the public to interpret the zoning regulations more clearly and the mapping
changes more correctly identify the land uses on each subject parcel: Therefore.
the proposed changes are supported by Planning.

RECOMMENDATION
IUs recommended that the attached zoning amending By-law No. 2016-20 to
effect minor text changes and mapping changes in the Township of South
Frontenac's Comprehensive Zoning By-law, be passed.

Submrtted/App roved by: Li'ndsay Mills Prepared by:
Lindsay Mills
attachments

HouskeepingReportToCouncil2016
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Iwm Sive my personal perspective on how the changes to the zoning by-laws could
affect me. I live on Howes Lake on a private lane wiA a lot configuration of 231 feet of
waterfront by 100 foot depth that borders on the private lane. It is my fear, that the
^??s?on-.?l^ed upon meJ3y thetownshiP.ifafire etc. were to occur, would place me
riLT^l^v^blepositioI\off? Prolon§ed' arduoustask trying to obtain a building permit
1^Z^-^W^^^UI^^^1^^-
^^iall^h^^ ^L^^^Jt^^l'i^?1^..!!^^1'-^1'.?^.^^tfae actual rebuilding of my home with an Mate issuance of a buildmg penni^if a

^^.^^^s^"-''^^'^'^
of Ac precedents of 0MB hearings and Divisional CourtruUngs included in my
objection.

The planning department, led by Lindsay MUls, seem to have a biased disregard for the
waterfront land owners who happen to live on waterfront lots within the 30 metre setback
designation. To describe the proposed amendments as minor errors/omissions in the text
as found m the planning report dated March 10 2016 insulte the inteUigence of the
waterfront taxpayers of South Frontenac Township. These are major changes to the
zoning by-laws 5.10.2 and 5.11 that will eventually cost the taxpayers ofAe township
thousands of dollars if the changes are made by council and challenged at the 0MB.

Anexampleofour township planner's bias is the paragraph that states 6tfhat existing
buildings within the 30 metre setback, once removed, should be setback further so that,
some day, all buildings will be well set back from water bodies to ensure protection of
our lakes into the future."

This appears to be a targeted approach to elimmate through the planning department
mdividual non-confomiing properties one at a time with the refusal of a building permit.
Remember, these are changes proposed "Reconstruction of the building is*

prohibited."

Another example of the biased approach of our planner, is the planner's interpretation of
dilapidated, "perhaps moss has grown on the roof and water has been allowed to enter
the walls." Shingles have a lunited lifespan and heavily wooded areas along the shoreline
promote moss growth. Could a leaky roof and moss growth on my roof lead to a
condemned classification where the township orders my residence to be removed? Who
at the township, has the authority to assess and condemn existing structures?

Council should ask themselves these questions.

If the other three townships in Frontenac County have adopted basically the same
wordlng that exists in the present comprehensive zoning by-laws that relate to this issue,
why is South Frontenac Township trying to make the by-laws more stringent then their
counterparts.
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^t1^ Txpe?lseofan.oMB heanng necessary, when the outcome is clear based on the past
0MB hearings and judgments by the Divisional Court that have been deliberated and
ruled upon?

Who will pay for the devaluation of the waterfront property landowner if their house
bums and a buUding permit is denied and could this lead to a civil case involvmgAe
township and the resident?

At an 0MB hearing, the expert witnesses called are supposed to give an unbiased
tes^mor^ ,could you cate§orize our Planner as unbiased and woirid you have to import an
unbiased planner to represent the township and at what cost?

I would question the motive for the changes proposed and would like an explanation for
not only the timing of the agenda, where the majority of the cottagers are away and the
legitimacy of the zoning by-law amendments.

whatls the scientific evidence that requires such a drastic policy change, when the
^l^!!S)^e?^y?!.c?era^?,.by^l3^mi.s!r7,of?le Environment>sti11 legally allow a
tile bed and septic system within 50 feet of the high watermark as observed last year on a
new construction of a home I priced on the Rideau Canal?

What instigated these changes and why is an additional layer of bureaucracy through the
severance committee approach being added to the waterfi^nt residents of South Frontenac
if their house bums?

Finally, I would like to remind the council, multiple generations have enjoyed their
investment and m some instances, decades of taxes have been paid by year round
residents and seasonal property owners who have chosen to purchase or have inherited
waterfront property from fheir family.

The majority of the owners are responsible landowners and should have the right to
maintain or replace, if needed any component of their structure, including the walls and if
the lifespan of their st-ucture requires replacement, on the same footprint if no alternative
is available, our council should support them.

Waterfront properties in South Frontenac cumulatively pay the highest land taxes m the
township. I was taught to not bite fhe hand that feeds me, council should proceed with

*
caution.

Sincerely, Jamie Curragh
12
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From: Ed Wilson [mailto:epwilson@msn.com]  
Sent: April-14-16 12:16 PM 
To: Ross Sutherland <7846elbe@gmail.com> 
Cc: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net>; Ed Wilson JR 
<epwilsonjr@sbcglobal.net>; Lyle Oneil <lyleoneil@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Buildings on Loughborough shore line. 
 
When you state that buildings must be 100 feet back from the shore line I assume that 
you realize that a boathouse is a building! 
 
Going a bit further, what is the danger of having a sleeping cabin within a few feet of the 
shoreline? What you have is a floor, four walls a roof and a couple of windows and a 
door. Inside you have a couple of twin beds or bunk beds, a table with a lamp on it, a 
couple of chairs and a closet to hang some clothes in and a towel rack to hang a towel 
on that you use when you go swimming. So what exactly are you afraid of? How does 
this threaten the environment? Are you afraid that it will suddenly sprout legs and jump 
into the water? There is no reason in the world that a sleeping cabin must be 100 feet 
from the shore line! I am waiting to hear why you think so.  
 
Respectfully 
 
Ed Wilson Sr.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Apr 14, 2016, at 7:26 AM, Ross Sutherland <7846elbe@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Ed and Ed, thanks you for your comments.  It is good to see that you have sent them 
to the Township.  I note that you have concerns about boat houses.  I can not 
remember it coming up in this discussion.  I was wondering if you could pass along the 
origin of your concerns.  thanks, Ross 
 
On Wed, Apr 13, 2016 at 11:11 PM, Ed Wilson <epwilson@msn.com> wrote: 
I find it hard to believe that perhaps you want to eliminate boathouses. What is next? 
Docks! 
 
I don't have a boathouse on the water but would strongly object to any idea of someone 
who has one to have to remove it. A boathouse does not pollute! 
 
Our island is Bear Berry Island which my father bought back in 1946 and which we have 
enjoyed for numerous years. 70 years to be exact! Over the years we have pumped 
many thousands of dollars into the local economy. 
 
Being a small island, most of our buildings are not far removed from the shoreline. 
However we are very concerned about the environment and go out of our way to be 
sure we do not pollute. We only use biodegradable soap and have replaced our toilet 
with composting toilets in order to be sure our septic is not a problem. Our laundry 
washing machine only uses cold water and no soap since we bought an ozone 
generator for it which eliminates the need for soap. 
 
I think that you should honor longtime neighbors that are environmentally conscious and 
not even think of requiring them to remove any of their buildings. 
 
Since I live in Colorado during the winter I can't get to your meeting to voice my 
opinions. I hope you consider some of my comments that are found in this letter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edwin P Wilson & Edwin P Wilson Jr. 
303-526-1923 
412-488-6434 
Island # 613-353-2085 Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Edwin Wilson [mailto:epwilsonjr@sbcglobal.net]  

Sent: April-16-16 10:07 AM 

To: Ross Sutherland <7846elbe@gmail.com> 

Cc: Ed Wilson <epwilson@msn.com>; Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 

Subject: Re: Buildings on Loughborough shore line. 

 

Hello again.... I am now even more concerned 

 

If you can have a boat house on the shore, what is the reason that a structure that was legally 

built between the shoreline and 100 cannot be rebuilt?  Property owners that have legal dwellings 

should have grandfathered footprints...end of story. 

 

I understand the need for setbacks. At my house in Los Angeles, I cannot build a structure within 

3ft of my side property line and I cannot build my front wall/gate within 5ft of the road. On the 

side, the setback was established so that next door neighbors don't encroach on one another and, 

in the front, it allows for a sidewalk and potential widening of the road. I am sure your towns 

have similar setback rules that actually have merit in helping neighbors to get along. I doubt 

there are plans to build sidewalks or to expand the lake.  A structure closer than 100ft from the 

shore does not encroach on a neighbor. 

 

Every 10ft is huge.  In high rise condos with views, each floor (about 10ft higher) can command 

more than $50K to a $100K?  I assume that most structures that are closer than 100ft were built 

there for a reason. This proposal may prevent the property owner from having a water view or 

the benefits of a lake breeze, depending on the topography of the property.  In fact 100ft on the 

mainland may cause the owner to be close to a creek or swamp. I assume that when these cases 

are brought forward, waivers will be granted.  So then, what is the benefit from this proposal?  It 

seems to me that it could have significant economic impacts to the property owners (and no 

apparent concern about this from the proposal writers), increased administrative costs to your 

offices to defend challenges, and I still don't see the offsetting benefit that makes this all 

worthwhile.  Again, if you can have a structure on the shoreline, there is absolutely no reason to 

establish the 100ft setback in the first place....and especially when you are considering the fate of 

structures that were legally built.  We have intentionally left our property as natural as 

possible.  All native plants and our structures are surrounded by huge trees..some within inches 

of our buildings (we have carved into the side of our roofs in some places to allow trees to grow). 

We live in constant fear of one of these giants taking out a building but have opted to leave the 

trees, take out insurance, and cross our fingers. If this proposal passes, we may have to have 

hundreds of trees removed. 

 

Sorry to be so long winded about this, but I really am concerned :-) 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Ed Wilson, Jr. 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 
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On Apr 14, 2016, at 9:26 AM, Ross Sutherland <7846elbe@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Ed and Ed, thanks you for your comments.  It is good to see that you have sent them to the 

Township.  I note that you have concerns about boat houses.  I can not remember it coming up in 

this discussion.  I was wondering if you could pass along the origin of your concerns.  thanks, 

Ross 

 

On Wed, Apr 13, 2016 at 11:11 PM, Ed Wilson <epwilson@msn.com> wrote: 

I find it hard to believe that perhaps you want to eliminate boathouses. What is next? Docks! 

 

I don't have a boathouse on the water but would strongly object to any idea of someone who has 

one to have to remove it. A boathouse does not pollute! 

 

Our island is Bear Berry Island which my father bought back in 1946 and which we have 

enjoyed for numerous years. 70 years to be exact! Over the years we have pumped many 

thousands of dollars into the local economy. 

 

Being a small island, most of our buildings are not far removed from the shoreline. However we 

are very concerned about the environment and go out of our way to be sure we do not pollute. 

We only use biodegradable soap and have replaced our toilet with composting toilets in order to 

be sure our septic is not a problem. Our laundry washing machine only uses cold water and no 

soap since we bought an ozone generator for it which eliminates the need for soap. 

 

I think that you should honor longtime neighbors that are environmentally conscious and not 

even think of requiring them to remove any of their buildings. 

 

Since I live in Colorado during the winter I can't get to your meeting to voice my opinions. I 

hope you consider some of my comments that are found in this letter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Edwin P Wilson & Edwin P Wilson Jr. 

303-526-1923 

412-488-6434 

Island # 613-353-2085 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Ed Wilson [mailto:epwilsonjr@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: April-14-16 7:22 AM 
To: Ed Wilson <epwilson@msn.com>; 7846elbe@gmail.com; Wayne Orr 
<worr@southfrontenac.net> 
Subject: Re: Buildings on Loughborough shore line. 
 
To add to my father's email, my concern is that many islanders, due to the shape and 
size of our properties, cannot comply with the 100 foot set back. Islands with dwellings 
are worth far more than those without and it is on that higher value that we pay 
thousands of dollars in taxes and thousands of dollars in insurance to replace structures 
in the event of loss.  In our case, if we are unable to rebuild on our footprint, we would 
lose $500K+ of value. What is the proposal to compensate property owners who would 
suffer these loses?  The proposal is clearly being made by folks who will not be 
impacted if it passes and discussing it in April and May when a significant volume of 
islanders will not be around.     
 
I agree with my father that we have taken every step possible to keep the lake we love 
clean and have left natural vegetation that almost hides our dwellings.  
 
I live in Los Angeles so will not be there in April or May 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Ed Wilson, Jr. 
323-951-1901  
646-703-4832  
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From: Ed Wilson [mailto:epwilson@msn.com]  

Sent: April-16-16 11:49 AM 

To: 7846elbe@gmail.com 

Cc: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net>; Lyle Oneil <lyleoneil@gmail.com>; Ed Wilson JR 

<epwilsonjr@sbcglobal.net> 

Subject: Re: Buildings on Loughborough shore line. 

 

I agree 100% with my son's letter. Perhaps your agenda is to try to make us move since it 

appears as though you think that the structures on our island are objectionable to your view. I 

would like to point out that a conservative estimate of the amount of money that, over the years, 

we have pumped into the local economy is in excess of $1,500,000. Sorry that you seem to think 

that all of the islanders are bad neighbors.  

 

Ed Wilson Sr.  

 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

On Apr 16, 2016, at 8:10 AM, Edwin Wilson <epwilsonjr@sbcglobal.net> wrote: 

Hello again.... I am now even more concerned 

 

If you can have a boat house on the shore, what is the reason that a structure that was legally 

built between the shoreline and 100 cannot be rebuilt?  Property owners that have legal dwellings 

should have grandfathered footprints...end of story. 

 

I understand the need for setbacks. At my house in Los Angeles, I cannot build a structure within 

3ft of my side property line and I cannot build my front wall/gate within 5ft of the road. On the 

side, the setback was established so that next door neighbors don't encroach on one another and, 

in the front, it allows for a sidewalk and potential widening of the road. I am sure your towns 

have similar setback rules that actually have merit in helping neighbors to get along. I doubt 

there are plans to build sidewalks or to expand the lake.  A structure closer than 100ft from the 

shore does not encroach on a neighbor. 

 

Every 10ft is huge.  In high rise condos with views, each floor (about 10ft higher) can command 

more than $50K to a $100K?  I assume that most structures that are closer than 100ft were built 

there for a reason. This proposal may prevent the property owner from having a water view or 

the benefits of a lake breeze, depending on the topography of the property.  In fact 100ft on the 

mainland may cause the owner to be close to a creek or swamp. I assume that when these cases 

are brought forward, waivers will be granted.  So then, what is the benefit from this proposal?  It 

seems to me that it could have significant economic impacts to the property owners (and no 

apparent concern about this from the proposal writers), increased administrative costs to your 

offices to defend challenges, and I still don't see the offsetting benefit that makes this all 

worthwhile.  Again, if you can have a structure on the shoreline, there is absolutely no reason to 

establish the 100ft setback in the first place....and especially when you are considering the fate of 

structures that were legally built.  We have intentionally left our property as natural as 

possible.  All native plants and our structures are surrounded by huge trees..some within inches 

of our buildings (we have carved into the side of our roofs in some places to allow trees to grow). 
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We live in constant fear of one of these giants taking out a building but have opted to leave the 

trees, take out insurance, and cross our fingers. If this proposal passes, we may have to have 

hundreds of trees removed. 

 

Sorry to be so long winded about this, but I really am concerned :-) 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Ed Wilson, Jr. 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

On Apr 14, 2016, at 9:26 AM, Ross Sutherland <7846elbe@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Ed and Ed, thanks you for your comments.  It is good to see that you have sent them to the 

Township.  I note that you have concerns about boat houses.  I can not remember it coming up in 

this discussion.  I was wondering if you could pass along the origin of your concerns.  thanks, 

Ross 

 

On Wed, Apr 13, 2016 at 11:11 PM, Ed Wilson <epwilson@msn.com> wrote: 

I find it hard to believe that perhaps you want to eliminate boathouses. What is next? Docks! 

 

I don't have a boathouse on the water but would strongly object to any idea of someone who has 

one to have to remove it. A boathouse does not pollute! 

 

Our island is Bear Berry Island which my father bought back in 1946 and which we have 

enjoyed for numerous years. 70 years to be exact! Over the years we have pumped many 

thousands of dollars into the local economy. 

 

Being a small island, most of our buildings are not far removed from the shoreline. However we 

are very concerned about the environment and go out of our way to be sure we do not pollute. 

We only use biodegradable soap and have replaced our toilet with composting toilets in order to 

be sure our septic is not a problem. Our laundry washing machine only uses cold water and no 

soap since we bought an ozone generator for it which eliminates the need for soap. 

 

I think that you should honor longtime neighbors that are environmentally conscious and not 

even think of requiring them to remove any of their buildings. 

 

Since I live in Colorado during the winter I can't get to your meeting to voice my opinions. I 

hope you consider some of my comments that are found in this letter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Edwin P Wilson & Edwin P Wilson Jr. 

303-526-1923 
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412-488-6434 

Island # 613-353-2085 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Mary Pearson [mailto:marapearson@gmail.com]  

Sent: April-15-16 3:24 PM 

To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 

Subject: Re: Concerns over proposed comprehensive re-zoning legislation 

 

Thank you. 

I realized after I sent the email that there were some typos. 

 

Please circulate this clean version. 

 

Many thanks, 

Mary Pearson 

 
Dear Mr. Orr, 

 

I am a cottage owner on Bobs Lake in South Frontenac. We have an   

island property that we have owned for over 25 years. Our cottage,   

like many other cottages on Bobs Lake is grandfathered in in terms of   

setbacks. We are summer only resisidents, pay our taxes and maintain   

a well functioning & maintained property with a full septic system,   

natural shoreline, bush, (no lawn, etc.) 

 

I'm concerned over the proposed planning changes that would potentially   

limit our ownership and property rights, by undermining the current   

grandfathering protection we have. We love our cottage, the lake  and   

are careful stewards of the beautiful enviroment we inhabit over the   

summer months. 

 

All our island neighbours are equally concerned over the proposed   

legislation as it be  could uniquely be detrimental to island   

landowners. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mary Pearson, 

Summer: 

Bird Island 

Bobs Lake 613-375-6790 

 

Toronto 

416-923-1905 

 
 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

On 2016-04-15, at 3:11 PM, Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> wrote: 

Hello 

 

Thank you for your email. 
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Your comments will be circulated to Council as part of the April 26, agenda package 

 

Wayne 

 

Wayne Orr 

Chief Administrative Officer  

Township of South Frontenac 

4432 George St., Box 100 

Sydenham ON, K0H 2T0 

 

T (613) 376-3027 ext 2225 

F (613) 376-6657 

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Mary Pearson [mailto:marapearson@gmail.com]  

Sent: April-13-16 7:26 PM 

To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 

Subject: Concerns over proposed comprehensive re-zoning legislation 

 

Dear Councillor Orr, 

 

I am a cottage owner on Bobs Lake in South Frontenac. We have an island property that we have 

owned for over 25 years. Our cottage, like many other cottages on Bobs Lake is grandfathered in 

in terms of setbacks. We are summer only resisidents, play our taxes and maintain a well 

functioning & maintained property with a full septic system, natural shoreline, bush, (no lawn, 

etc.) 

 

I'm concerned over the proposed planning changes would potentially limit our ownership and 

property rights, by undermining the current grandfathering protection we have. We love our 

cottage, the lake  and are careful stewards of the beautiful enviroment we inhabit over the 

summer months. 

 

All our island neighbours are equally concerned over the proposed legislation as it be  could 

uniquely be detrimental to island landowners. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mary Pearson, 

Summer: 

Bird Island 

Bobs Lake 613-375-6790 

 

Toronto 

416-923-1905 
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From: pearsonalang@gmail.com [mailto:pearsonalang@gmail.com]  

Sent: April-15-16 11:52 AM 

To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net>; Lindsay Mills <lmills@southfrontenac.net> 

Subject: Fw: Changes to the Comprehensive Zoning By-Law 

 
My wife and I have owned an island property in the West Basin of Bobs Lake for over 25 years.  

There are a number of buildings on the island which have setbacks which are non-conforming 

and  have been ‘grandfathered in’. Our cottage was built in 1940 and a number of other 

buildings were built in the same period. 

We are good stewards of the property - our taxes are paid regularly, buildings are in a good 

state of repair, our septic tank and bed is well maintained and pumped regularly, growth of 

brush is down to the water, trees are regularly trimmed or felled as needed, and wild life are 

encouraged. 

We are not in agreement with the proposed changes to section 5.10.2 and section 5.11 of the 

Comprehensive Zoning By-law which for instance would place unfair restrictions on our 

property if buildings required renovation from the ground up or were completely destroyed 

and had to be moved from their current non-conforming location to meet the 30 metre set 

back. This does not appear to be a legal amendment as defined by the Planning Act Section 

34(9)(a) for Ontario which establishes legal non-conforming uses. 

We believe that the current bylaws are well worded and defined and cover most situations and 

align with the intent of Section 34 of the Planning Act. Those that do not fit exactly can be 

resolved through the current appeals process as laid down for the Committee of Adjustment 

and then if necessary the Ontario  Municipal Board. 

The changes proposed to the Bylaws would increase costs for cottagers and landowners who 

would now be forced to seek legal and planning representation to go through the  Committee 

of Adjustment and then the OMB if the Township forced them to rebuild outside the 30 metres 

limit. If the appellant won at the OMB and costs were awarded as recently happened with a 

property on Loughborough Lake  these costs would be borne by ALL of South Frontenac 

residents and could be very expensive. 

We ask that consideration be given to our viewpoint before instituting any further Bylaw 

restrictions which are questionable under the 1990 Planning Act. 

Regards Alan and Mary Pearson 

 

Sent from Windows Mail 
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From: Tiffany Langille [mailto:tiffanylangille@gmail.com]  

Sent: April-09-16 9:47 AM 

To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 

Subject: Proposed 30m setback bylaw amendment 

 

Hi Wayne, 

 

I am a seasonal cottage owner of 1010 Blue Jay Lane on Knowlton Lake. 

 

I am upset and strongly opposed to the proposed bylaw amendments. My cottage would be 

affected by this bylaw. I am the sole owner, purchasing  the cottage 5 1/2 years for my children 

and my enjoyment.   We would be left with a large mortgage and a worthless property if any of 

the towering trees surrounding the cottage decided to come down on top of it as we could not 

rebuild on the existing location of the foundation with it's existing setback. Going through the 

application process for rebuilding something that already existed sounds costly, time consuming 

and unnecessary.  

 

Please rethink this proposed bylaw and pass my name and contact info on to whomever 

necessary. 

 

Regards, 

 

Tiffany Langille, BCom 

Salesperson 

Realtysource Inc., Brokerage 

Cell: 613 561-2554 

tiffanylangille@gmail.com 
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From: Norm & Nancy Hart [mailto:hartwork@kingston.net]  

Sent: April-12-16 7:23 AM 

To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net>; Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 

Subject: 30 Metre Setback 

 

Good Morning Mr. Orr - 

 

My husband and I were permitted to build our home closer to the lake [Sydenham] than usual because 

there had been a building on this lot before we bought it [it burned] & the septic system was in place, so 

we worked with that & have been here for 28ish years. 

 

It now sounds as if a tree were to fall on our house and make it necessary to take the house down, or 

lightning were to strike and burn   

it down, we'd have to move the house back to rebuild it.   It's   

impossible because of the locations of our septic and tile bed, so we'd have a piece of land which would 

have been rendered useless [and valueless, really] through no fault of our own.  We do maintain our 

home; we cannot foresee what Mother Nature may choose to do.  And while the Committee of 

Adjustment is available should we need their adjudication, if township plan is really NOT to allow re-

builds closer than 30 metres from the lake... 

 

You can see why we are concerned.  Is there any plan in place to agree that those of us on small 

lakefront lots will [always] be able to rebuild, in exactly the current footprint, our home should it 

become necessary as long as the tile bed and septic system are the regulated distances from the lake?  

Surely it's the septic system that's more of a potential problem to the health of the lake than a dwelling? 

 

Please consider this when making your recommendations to council. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Nancy and Norm Hart 

613   376-9998 
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From: Joanne [mailto:joanneirvine56@aol.com]  

Sent: April-12-16 12:00 PM 

To: Lindsay Mills <lmills@southfrontenac.net> 

Cc: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net>; 7846elbe@gmail.com 

Subject: Comments re proposed amendments to section 5.10.2 and 5.11 

 
  We wanted to voice our concerns with the Proposed By-Law changes re the 30 Meter Setback from 
Lakes - Section 5.10.2 and 5.11. 
 
Our names are Edward Koster and Joanne Irvine and we own a cottage property on Knowlton Lake at 
1573 Everett Lane. My husband Edward purchased the lot in 1972 and built the cottage in 1974. Back 
then, there were no regulations as to how far the cottage should be set back from the lake and our 
property is not large enough to have the cottage set back 30 meters from the lake should a disaster occur 
causing the wall/s of our cottage to come down. 
 
  We were recently  notified by the Knowlton Lake Cottage Association that the current by-law which 
allows grandfathered structures to be re-built in the event of an Act of God, (fire, fallen trees, etc) in the 
same location as long as it retains the same footprint is being revised. The proposed change would take 
away this automatic right. Instead property owners would have to make an application before the 
Committee of Adjustment and seek its approval. The ability to rebuild would no longer be guaranteed and 
the potential refusal by the Township to issue a permit to rebuild would render the property to be deemed 
vacant and unacceptable as a building lot for future purchasers.  
 
 Should the proposed changes be implemented, a cottage currently grandfathered as legal non-
conforming experiencing partial destruction for whatever reason would result in the property owner 
incurring additional administrative fees, legal expenses and an unknown time frame to fight the township 
to obtain an approval with no guarantee of success at the end and the very real possibility of a total 
erosion of property value. We have always maintained our cottage, replacing the roof and pumping the 
septic tank on a regular scheduled basis. We have paid our taxes and have been responsible cottage 
owners. We are respectful of the lake and the waterfront environment (we do not even own an outboard 
motor). We strongly oppose this change as it relates to the no rebuilding once the walls have been 
removed especially in the event of an Act of God. Were this situation to occur, it would be totally out of 
one's control and it would unjustly and unfairly punish the cottage owners within the 30 Meter Setback 
from the lake. 
  We are of the opinion that council should distinguish between the situation where a building is damaged 
by “an act of God”, out of the owners control  where rebuilding should be allowed, and a situation where 
the dwelling has not been properly maintained where an application would be required. 
 
We request that Council reject the proposed By-Law changes. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Ed Koster & Joanne Irvine 
1573 Everett Lane, South Frontenac  
 
Home Address: 
4599 Fox Ridge Trail 
Sydenham, On 
K0H 2T0 
 
Phone: 613-376-3879 
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From: Mary Smeaton [mailto:smeatonmary@gmail.com]  

Sent: April-13-16 10:44 AM 

To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 

Cc: patbarr1@aol.com; councillorrevill@gmail.com; Susan O'Brien Mactaggart <obmact@live.com>; 

Diana Pozer <mandrake7@rogers.com>; Philip Pozer <ppozer@hotmail.com>; 

norm.mole@sympatico.ca; aparker@mccarthy.ca; larryarpaia@email.com 

Subject: proposed by-law changes to granfathered properties 

 
Mr. Wayne Orr 

Chief Adminitrative Officer 
Township of South Frontenac 

 

Dear Mr. Orr, 
 

I was shocked to learn via third parties recently that council is proposing to greatly alter the granfathering 
status of properties built closer to the water than the 100 ft. setback. 

 
I feel that to legislate that such a property owner could not take down a wall, to install windows etc., to 

enhance their property is unbelievable. 
Even more draconian is the proposal that buildings destroyed by acts of God, such as fire or windstorm etc., 

may not be allowed to be rebuilt on their same footprint. 

 
I would consider the adoption of these changes to be a violation of my rights and think affected parties would 

be looking for legal redress for any losses, not only from the township, but also from the individuals that 
unadvisedly put such provisions in place. 

 
I trust that you will present my strong objections to any meeting held in this regard. 

 
I should also add that it was most disturbing that I received no direct notice from the township that these 

proposals were being considered.  I've received other communications (like notice of a nearby owners 

application to the committee of adjustments, and my tax bill), but no word about a by-law change that if 
passed would severely affect my rights, how I use my property and its re-sale value.  I would have thought 

that at the very least my elected representative on council would have insisted that affected property owners 
be contacted. 

 
Our family property is located at 627 Burns Lane (Conc 5 Pt. Lot 26). 

 
Sincerely, 

Mary Smeaton 
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From: Jessie Cronister [mailto:jwcron@rochester.rr.com]  

Sent: April-17-16 4:26 PM 

To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 

Cc: jwcron@rochester.rr.com 

Subject: Proposed By-Law changes as reported on January 18, 2016 

 
 
Dear Mr. Orr, 

  

As a seasonal resident and property owner on Loughborough Lake, I have reservations 

concerning the changes to By-Law as reported in the Housekeeping Report on January 18, 

2016.   

  

My understanding of the proposal is that if a structure (currently grandfathered-in) located less 

than 30 meters from the shoreline is destroyed, it can not be rebuilt without additional reviews 

and permits that currently are not required. There would be a possibility that the replacement 

structure would not be approved even if it would be in the exact same location with the same 

foot print (height/width and depth) with the same designed purpose as the lost building due to 

the placement on the property.  

  

I respect the objective of the Planning Committee to preserve the beauty of the lakes and 

importance of supporting the natural environment. I also want to be able to enjoy our simplistic 

lifestyle on the lake without over development. We love our spectacular views and our 

connection with nature. 

  

My concern is personal as my family has owned and loved our property on Loughborough Lake 

for over fifty years. I own an island that does not have space to rebuild  a structure which could 

be set back from the shoreline 30 meters. Our island’s shape is too thin. We are fortunate to 

have been grandfathered-in to enjoy the structures we use continually. We keep our bunkies 

and cabin in good repair and would be devastated should through an act of nature we loose 

one or all of our structures. We would want to reconstruct what could be damaged as quickly as 

possible maintaining the look and intent of the original use and design. I also feel that I should 

not have to pay for additional charges for reviews and permits that others would not need to 

pay. 

  

From what I am understanding, should this By-Law be changed, our ability to reconstruct a 

damaged structure could be either rejected or the length of time to build could be postponed 

based on the review for additional permits. This is even more concerning to me because we can 

not locate a building less than 30 meters from the shoreline due to the island’s shape.  

  

As an island dweller, we pay annually for all the services through our taxes however do not 

have the benefit of using our property through most of the year. We pay insurance for 

replacement value for a building should it be destroyed or damaged. We want to be able to use 

our property as we have for over fifty years respecting the environment and be in compliance 

with the laws.  

  

My hope is that when changes are made to By-Laws, that the township will respect the 

seasonal property owners who are invested in the community too. I feel that this By-Law, 

although well intended could have a negative effect on my rights as a property owner to 

reconstruct a building should a crisis or devastation by nature destroy it. I would want to 

quickly and simply have the ability to reconstruct the cabins as they had been originally 

designed and with the identical usage.  

  

Should I have misinterpreted the proposed changes or should you like to reach out to me to 

discuss my concerns, please feel free to either reply to my email (jwcron@rochester.rr.com) or 

mail communications to my home address as indicated below. 
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Thank you for your considerations and look forward to hearing from you. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Jessie Cronister 

Round Rock Island 

Loughborough Lake 

South Frontenac Township 

  

36 New Tudor Road 

Pittsford, New York 14534 USA 

Phone: 585-749-7724 
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-----Original Message----- 

From: Trevor Owen [mailto:towen@rogers.com]  

Sent: April-16-16 9:56 AM 

To: rvanewal@southfrontenac.net; Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net>; Lindsay Mills 

<lmills@southfrontenac.net>; 7846elbe@gmail.com; markschjerning@outlook.com; patbarr1@aol.com 

Cc: larryarpala@gmail.com 

Subject: Amendment to Bylaws Section 5.10.2 and 5.11 

 

I strongly oppose your “housekeeping amendment” to the subject bylaws.  I have spent considerable 

time and money maintaining my cottage and do not wanted it lumped into the same category as a 

“continually neglected building”. 

 

I support the GBCLA’s concerns that are being presented on 26 April 2016. 

 

 

 

Trevor Owen 

17 Gull Bay Lane 
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From: afyoung@rogers.com [mailto:afyoung@rogers.com]  

Sent: April-16-16 4:34 PM 

To: Ron Vandewal <rvandewal@southfrontenac.net> 

Cc: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net>; Lindsay Mills <lmills@southfrontenac.net>; 

7846elbe@gmail.com; markschjerning@outlook.com; patbarr1@aol.com 

Subject: A “housekeeping amendment” that is surreptitiously being brought forward by the Township.  

 
Please note the following as a cottage owner on Bob’s Lake: 

  

With regard to the housekeeping amendment that is being proposed by the Township of South 

Frontenac, please let it be noted that as a cottage owner on Bob’s lake for the past 26 years and 

having paid municipal taxes for that same period of time, we feel that this is another way of 

cottage owners loosing control of our investment and are in complete and total disagreement 

with this action. 

  

Regards, 

Austin & Frances Young, 

Cottage owner - Bob’s Lake 

 

 

Page 142 of 179



1

Angela Maddocks

From: noreply@esolutionsgroup.ca on behalf of Afrobb38@aol.com

Sent: April-17-16 2:13 PM

To: Website Administrator

Subject: Planning Proposal d/18 Jan 2016 re Amendment to CZ

My Property: 020-020-40700-0000 (Bobs Lake Poplar Island)I would liked to have appeared before the Council on 21 

April but I am too late to make a request because I have been away and just received this information. 

I am generally in agreement with the proposals from staff regarding amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning By-law 

with one exception. I disagree that section 5.11 should be removed.  

Our cottage property is perfectly viable as a seasonal residence. It was approved and legally built in the early 1980s even 

though there is no place on the island that was 30m from the water in every direction. If the cottage was destroyed by 

fire or storm, there is no alternate footprint that is 30m from the water. If this sort of disaster should occur, I should be 

able to rebuild my cottage on its present foundation without having to go through a costly and long minor variance 

process. 

The cottage has an approved drilled well and an approved septic field. 

I feel that section 5.11 should be retained or rewritten in such a way that properties such as ours can be rebuilt on the  

current foot print without having the added expense or a minor variance procedure. 

 

------------------------------------- 

Origin: http://www.southfrontenac.net/en/index.asp 

------------------------------------- 

 

This email was sent to you by Andrew Robb<Afrobb38@aol.com> through http://www.southfrontenac.net/. 
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April 11,2016 

 

 

Mr. Wayne Orr 

CAO Township of South Frontenac 

4432 George Street 

Sydenham, Ontario KOH 2TO 

 

 

Dear Mr. Orr, 

 

RE: Proposed “Housekeeping Changes” to the By Laws for South Frontenac 

 

 

It is with great concern that I write to Council about the proposed housekeeping 

changes to sections 5.10.2 and 5.11 of the By Laws for South Frontenac and to 

register my objection.  The proposed amendments would have serious unintended 

consequences for the community of South Frontenac and undermine the vision of 

the Official Plan. It is for these reasons that I strongly encourage the Council not 

to proceed with the amendments as drafted. 

 

The Official Plan for South Frontenac is an excellent document, one that was ahead 

of its time in addressing environmental concerns and shoreline development. It 

acknowledged the need to preserve one of the Township’s greatest assets, its 

network of pristine lakes.  During the 30 plus years that I have been involved with 

the Bobs & Crow Lakes Association, I oversaw the 2005 formal Lake Plan for these 

lakes and sat on the Township Committee for the drafting of the current Official 

Plan.  With consideration to the challenges and lessons learned in the development 

of these documents, I wish to make the following observations as they relate to the 

proposed amendments to sections 5.10.2 and 5.11. 

 

1. If a grandfathered building has been in continual use and maintained, the 

Township should not thwart or deny the landowner future upgrades or 

improvements to said structure as long as these improvements are within 

the footprint (area on the ground) and meet the guidelines for 

environmental integrity because of their proximity to the lake. 

 

2. Improvements to the grandfathered building should not be extended to 

include total demolition.  The By Laws should dissuade a landowner from 

demolishing a grandfathered building in order to take advantage of the 

footprint so as to construct a modern structure closer to the lake.  If total 

demolition is required, and a new location for the building is viable on the 

property, then the setback requirements should apply. 

 

3. If a building has been continually neglected to the point the structure is 

compromised due to the neglect, the By Laws should stipulate the owner 
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has then forfeited the privilege of continuing to use the grandfathered 

footprint. 

 

 

4. Whereby a fire, storm or an act of God were to destroy the grandfathered 

building, the By Laws should permit the landowner to rebuild on the 

same footprint.  A minor variance should not be required in these unique 

circumstances. 

 

I strongly encourage the Council to re-evaluate the proposed amendments to 

sections 5.10.2 and 5.11, as they will not achieve their intended objectives.  They 

will present a serious challenge for the Township in the future as they undermine 

basic landowner property rights.  Were the proposed amendments to proceed as 

drafted, they could very easily trigger an increased number of lawsuits against the 

Township from frustrated landowners. 

 

Recognizing that Council may be seeking to address issues and concerns tied to 

grandfathered buildings on our lakes, it is the identification and condition of the 

septic systems that should take priority.  This issue has been voiced to the Township 

on numerous occasions and yet there has been no definitive action to date.  It is 

strongly encouraged that council address the issue of mandatory septic inspection. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Susan O’Brien Mactaggart 

Bedford District Resident 

Green Bay of Bobs Lake 

 

 

 

Cc. L.Mills – Planner/Deputy Clerk 

      Pat Barr – Councillor – Bedford District 

       Alan Revill – Councillor – Bedford District 
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Subject: Changes Affecting All Property Owners in South Frontenac 

 
Desert Lake Property Owners, Mayor and Councillors of South Frontenac Township, 
and other concerned South Frontenac Property Owners: 
 
On Saturday April 16th Donna and I went to an informal meeting of property owners in 
South Frontenac Township (SFT) held in Battersea. Two meetings were called in haste 
by some property owners in the Township to address a proposal that is to be put 
forward to the SFT Council for a vote sometime in May. As far as we could tell, there 
were no others from Desert Lake, and no members of the Desert Lake Property Owners 
Association at the meeting we attended. Perhaps some had attended the meeting on 
April 14th (we heard there were about fifty people there.) There was a councillor at the 
meeting we attended, who is also the president of the Sydenham Lake Owners 
Association, who sent out information (including the 3 attachments below) on April 8th 
asking that this be shared with others. The deputy mayor of SFT was also present. 
 
As can be found on the township website (www.southfrontenac.net) there are two 
changes proposed that are designated as 'housekeeping'. We do not consider these to 
be simply housekeeping changes, as they will affect property values and property 
owners rights which we now have and will lose unless the proposal is more carefully 
worded or scrapped.  
 

According to what is on the SFT website: 

"These two changes relate to rebuilding cottages within the normally required 30 metre 
setback from waterbodies. 

One change would clarify that, when buildings are removed by the owner to rebuild, 
they must rebuild (SIC) according to the setbacks now in place. 

The other change would require a minor variance application to rebuild where a building 
within this 30 metres setback is destroyed by fire or tempest. 

These measures are to help protect the water quality of the lakes by maintaining a 
natural buffer around the lakes as much as possible." 

 

In our opinion, both of these changes go much further than is past practice with respect 
to 'legal non-conforming properties and structures'. For this reason we need to be 
certain that the rights already established for property owners of these structures by the 
Ontario Municipalities Board are not subordinated by the proposed 'housekeeping' 
measures.  

The proposal goes beyond owners present rights to rebuild by now having to petition for 
a minor variance (at a substantial cost) on an original footprint if the structures are 
damaged by forces out of their control (fire, tempest). It is not clear what would be 
needed to be granted the minor variance.  

Also, it is not clear what the situation would be in respect to upgrades such as would be 
required to reinforce walls, meet accepted building codes, improve energy efficiency, 
change windows, repair a roof or a wall when a tree falls on it, etc. on a legally non-
compliant building. It is now proposed to require a move to a setback of 30 meters if a 
situation occurs where "buildings are taken down by the owner to rebuild." It needs to 
be clearly stipulated what this means; all four walls to foundation, one wall, walls that 
require reinforcement to support a steel roof, etc. 

It appears that if an owner has no space to rebuild 30 meters from the waterfront they 
could lose their home or cottage. We think this issue is of great concern. If the goal of 
SFT is to maintain a natural buffer around the lake as much as possible, this is 
laudable. It seems however, that the goal is to increase the buffer. Individual property 
owners rights might be sacrificed to reach that goal.  
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We are sending this message along due to the possibility that this issue has 
not been widely distributed to seasonal cottage owners or to other 
residents/property owners of our lake area (Desert Lake) and to other 
residents of the Township. We have been in touch with Rik Saaltink, the 
president of the Desert Lake Property Owners Association (DLPOA), who has 
confirmed that the executive is looking into the matter. We believe all 
concerned should write letters to the Township, and many of you might wish 
to present a statement of  intention to address the council at either of these 
meetings.  
(www.southfrontenac.net: Anyone wishing to speak as a delegation at either of the April 26 or May 

10 meetings (7pm) should contact Angela Maddocks at amaddocks@southfrontenac.net or 613 376-3027 
ext. 2222, by no later than noon on the Thursday preceding the meeting.) 

 
There are three attachments here that give additional information. The Planning 
'Housekeeping Report' proposal is included. There is also a legal document analyzing 
an appeal given on a similar proposed change in Ottawa that was denied by a district 
appeal court (Non Complying Article). Third, a balanced letter (Friends and Neighbours) 
written by Jeff Peck. If you chose, please forward this to others who are affected by the 
proposed changes and would be interested in keeping informed or presenting their 
opinions. We realize that many of you receiving this letter are already well informed, but 
think perhaps you may wish to see what we have written as well. 
 
 
 
Thank you,   
 
Stan Brown (and Donna Brown) 
1105 Sassy Tree Lane 
Desert Lake 
613 417-1828 
cell: 613 540-2535 
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PLANNING REPORT 

 
Township of South Frontenac    Planning Department 
 

Prepared for Committee of the Whole      

 

Agenda Date: January 26, 2016     

Date of Report: January 18, 2016 

 

Subject: Township-Initiated Housekeeping Amendment to the 

Township of South Frontenac Comprehensive Zoning By-law 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summary of Recommendation: 
The recommendation is that the Committee consider amendments to the Comprehensive 

Zoning By-law to correct a number of minor errors/omissions both in the mapping and in 

the text of the document. In order to properly make these changes an amending by-law 

must be passed dealing with every proposed correction (informally termed a 

“housekeeping bylaw”).  

 

Purpose of the Report: 
The purpose of this report is to bring to the Committee housekeeping amendments to the 

Township’s Comprehensive Zoning By-law - proposed by the Planning Department. The 

report includes map schedules. 

 

Background 

The Comprehensive Zoning By-law for the Township, has been in full force and effect 

since 2005 and was prepared to implement the policies of the Official Plan as required by 

the Planning Act. Using the By-law since 2005, staff periodically become aware of minor 

errors/omissions in the by-law that need to be corrected and a housekeeping by-law is 

necessary to correct them. At this time a number of mapping errors have been noticed and 

clarity in the wording is needed on two sections of the text. 

 

Discussion 

The following is a list of the proposed ten amendments that would help to correct the by-

law along with an explanation and rationale for the changes. It should be emphasized that 

the changes to the zone maps are mostly technical in nature and simply reflect errors 

during map preparation. Some of the amendments were already recently presented to the 

Committee of the Whole.  

 

Text Changes 

There has been concern expressed by Planning over interpretation of the following 

sections: 

 

1. Section 5.10.2 Existing Buildings Within 30 Metres (98.4 ft.) of a Waterbody or 

Watercourse does not permit buildings to be reconstructed. The definition reads as 

follows: 

 

“Where a building has been erected prior to the date of passing of this 

By-law on an existing lot and said building has less than the minimum 

30 metre (98.4 ft.) setback from the highwater mark of a waterbody or 

watercourse, then said building may be repaired, renovated or 

strengthened to a safe condition provided there is no enlargement of 

the gross floor area or increase in height. In addition, no living space 

shall be added below grade to any existing building or structure.” 
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This wording allows any building within the 30 metre setback to be renovated, 

strengthened and made more structurally sound but it does not permit it to be 

taken down and reconstructed.  
 

This section is meant to implement the intent of the Official Plan which is: 

i) that all new construction should be well setback from any waterbody with a 

minimum setback of 30 metres, 

ii) that existing buildings within the 30 metre setback, once removed, should be 

set back further so that, some day, all buildings will be well set back from 

waterbodies to ensure protection of our lakes into the future, 

iii) that existing buildings within the setback may stay as legal non-complying 

structures but they lose this legal status when they are removed. 

 

The Township has always interpreted that, when the walls of the building are 

removed, the building is considered to be gone and it cannot be reconstructed at its 

present location without a minor variance. However, this interpretation should be 

‘built-in’ to section 5.10.2 so that the meaning is more clear. 

 

 It should also be noted that the Building Department has not agreed with this 

interpretation – they believe that renovations may include building from the 

foundation up on the same footprint. 

 

Thus, a new sentence should be inserted to say that reconstruction is prohibited. 

Also, an explanation of reconstruction should be included so that the section reads 

as follows: (changes in bold type) 
 

“Where a building has been erected prior to the date of passing of this 

By-law on an existing lot and said building has less than the minimum 

30 metre (98.4 ft.) setback from the highwater mark of a waterbody or 

watercourse, then said building may be repaired, renovated or 

strengthened to a safe condition provided there is no enlargement of 

the gross floor area or increase in height. Reconstruction of the 

building is prohibited. In addition, no living space shall be added 

below grade to any existing building or structure.  

 

For the purposes of interpreting section 5.10.2, once the walls of an 

existing structure within the minimum 30 metre setback have been 

removed, the land is deemed to be vacant and the structure may 

not be reconstructed within the 30 metre setback.”   
 

2. Section 5.11 of the by-law REPLACEMENT OF BUILDINGS OR 

STRUCTURES, should be removed completely. This section reads as follows: 

 

“5.11 REPLACEMENT OF BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES 

A building or structure, including a legal non-conforming and/or 

legal non-complying building or structure, may be replaced with a 

new building or structure in the case of partial or complete 

destruction caused by fire, lightning, explosion, tempest, flood or 

act of God, or demolition permit required by the Corporation of the 

Township of South Frontenac or other authority for safety, health or 

sanitation requirements,  providing such building or structure is 
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serviced by a potable water supply and sewage disposal system 

approved by the appropriate responsible authority.  A building 

permit will only be issued, in the absence of zoning relief, provided 

no enlargement of the footprint or increase in gross floor area is 

proposed and provided the permit is applied for within 12 months 

of the partial or complete demolition/destruction.  The replacement 

building shall be located on and not increase the footprint or gross 

floor area of the non-conforming building.  The applicant shall 

provide proof to the satisfaction of the Chief Building Official that 

there will be no increase in the size of the building footprint or 

gross floor area and that the replacement building will be located 

within the same footprint as the non-conforming/non-complying 

building. Where applicable, floodproofing and avoidance of erosion 

hazards should be considered.” 

 

This section is intended to permit any building within the 30 metre setback to be 

reconstructed if it is destroyed by fire or storm or if it is dilapidated to the point 

where the Township orders it to be removed. This section is a measure of fairness 

to permit property-owners to rebuild after destruction that is beyond their control. 

 

However, it has been the subject of some controversy because many property-

owners will argue that they should be allowed to reconstruct because their 

structure has deteriorated to the point where it is unsafe and unusable. However, 

this state of dis-repair is often the result of neglect where the building has been 

neglected – perhaps moss has grown on the roof for example and water has been 

allowed to enter into the walls. 

 

It is proposed that section 5.11 be removed completely and deal with each 

proposed reconstruction through the minor variance process. 

 
                                  

3. Definition of Mobile Home: The definition of Mobile Home presently reads 

as follows: 

 

“MOBILE HOME shall mean any dwelling that is designed to be made 

mobile, and constructed or manufactured in accordance with the 

Ontario Building Code Act and CSA standards for mobile homes to 

provide accommodation for one or more persons, but does not include 

a modular home or travel trailer as defined herein.” 

 

The Chief Building Official has advised that the definition should be 

changed to delete the reference to the ‘Ontario Building Code Act’ 

since it does not apply to mobile homes. 

 

 

4. Definition of Top-of-Bank: The definition of Top-of-Bank presently reads as 

follows:  
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"TOP OF BANK (Slope) shall mean a point which is the beginning 

of a significant change in the land surface, then from which the 

land surface slopes downward (at a grade of 30% or more) towards 

an abandoned or existing waterbody or watercourse.  When two (2) 

or more slopes are located together, the slope that is highest and 

farthest away from the watercourse shall be the slope considered 

for the top of bank and must be at least a 30% grade at a point at 

the highwater mark.” 

 

This definition should be amended to specify that, when there are 2 or more slopes 

separated by plateaus leading away from the shore of a waterbody, then it is only 

the first slope that is considered for the top-of-bank calculation. The definition 

should read: 

 

"TOP OF BANK (Slope) shall mean a point which is the beginning 

of a significant change in the land surface, then from which the 

land surface slopes downward (at a grade of 30% or more) towards 

an abandoned or existing waterbody or watercourse.  When there 

are two (2) or more slopes located together separated by plateaus, 

the slope that is the closest to the water is considered for the top-

of-bank calculation.” 

 

5. The waterfront lots in the Badour Farm subdivision in Bedford District slope 

steeply down from the road to the highwater mark of Bob’s Lake. The homes here 

are constructed as close to the water’s edge as the setback rules will allow. 

Planning has received many requests to locate detached garages in the front yards 

of these lots. As the Committee may be aware, the zoning by-law does not permit 

accessory structures in the front yard. The reason for this restriction is to ensure 

that unsightly buildings or sheds are not located in plain view and dominate the 

streetscape.  

 

 The waterfront lots in Badour Farm cannot accommodate structures behind the 

houses because the minimum water setback will not permit it. However, Planning 

undertook a land use survey here and noted that, the land slopes down to the water 

from the road and often is heavily treed. Also, the lots themselves are very deep  

and the homes here on average are 150 metres from the road. For these reasons no 

garage or other accessory building located in the front yard would be exposed to 

view from the street. Thus, there should be no reason to require accessory 

structures to be placed only in the back yard.  

 

 It is proposed to include a special provision in the zoning for these lots to 

permit accessory buildings in the front yard. 
 

    

 6. The definition of  Building Height presently reads as follows: 

“Building Height shall mean the vertical distance between the established grade 

and the highest point of the building or structure but does not include chimneys 

antennas or other similar objects.” 

 

The by-law should specify that the height of buildings should be measured from 

the average established grade. This change has been requested by the Chief 

Building Official. 

 

7. The provisions of section 21 – Urban Industrial Zone should be changed. As The 

Committee is aware, some controversy resulted from the realization that the Urban 

Industrial zone permitted a motor vehicle repair garage (which may include an 

Page 151 of 179



auto body shop) and that it allowed structures to be as high as 50 feet. These two 

provisions seem incompatible with development in the hamlets considering that 

residential uses occur in proximity. Note also that the Official Plan does not 

contemplate auto body shops in the hamlet so this use should not have been in the 

UI zone in the first place. 

 

Subsections 21.2 and 21.3 should be changed to specify that an auto body 

repair shop is not permitted and to reduce the maximum permitted building 

height from 15 metres (50 ft.) to 11 metres (36.1 ft.). 

 

 

Loughborough Mapping Changes 
 

8. Schedule “B” the zoning map for Loughborough District has three errors that 

should be corrected. These are: 

 

i) Part of Lot 7, Concession V. A residential lot at Sydenham Lake accessed 

by Sheila Lane, is erroneously zoned Recreational Resort Commercial 

(RRC). This zone should be changed to Limited Service Residential 

Waterfront (RLSW). 

 

ii) Part of Lots 20 & 21, Concession VII. The zoning for a large 150 acre 

parcel of land at the end of Walsh Road is not properly shown on the Map 

schedule. This is the Greek Orthodox Church Camp which was rezoned 

approximately ten years ago to permit a retreat camp with an assembly 

hall, dormitories and recreation facilities. It should be properly zoned 

Community Facility (CF-3) to permit this use. 
 

iii) Part of Lot 10, Concession XII. The Scouts Canada Otter Lake Camp 

located at the end of Salmon Lake Road beside Frontenac Park is zoned 

Rural (RU). Planning had discussions with the owners of this land in the 

past and the proper zoning for the land was discussed. This property 

should be zoned Community Facility (CF) to recognize its long standing 

use as a scout camp. 

 

Attachment #1 shows the locations of these three properties. 
 

Storrington Mapping Change 
 

9. Schedule “C” the zoning map for Storrington District has an error that should be 

corrected as follows: 

 

i) Part Lot 20, Concession X; A large rural lot at Dog Lake, accessed by 

Osborne Lane and Christel Lane, is incorrectly zoned as partially Rural 

(RU) and partially Limited Service Residential-Waterfront (RLSW). 

Recently three severances were approved on this land which necessitates 

the proper delineation of these zones. The zoning boundaries of the RLSW 

zones should now properly conform to the lot lines of the new waterfront 

lots that were created.  
 

Attachment #2 shows the location of this property. 

 

Bedford Mapping Change 
 

10. Schedule “D” the zoning map for Bedford District has an error that should be 

corrected as follows: 

 

i) Part Lots 25 & 26, Concession X; A flag-shaped lot at Wolfe Lake, 

accessed by Lee Road, is technically incorrectly zoned as Limited Service 

Residential-Waterfront (RLSW) to recognize that it is accessed by a 

private lane. However, because the long finger of land (or handle of the 

flag) extends all the way south (approximately 861 metres) to Lee Road, 
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the lot technically has frontage on a public road and, thus, should be zoned 

Waterfront Residential (RW) and not RLSW. 

 

Attachment #3 shows the location of this property. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The Planning Department expects to advertise these changes and bring them forward to a 

public meeting with Council within the next month.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee receive the Planning Report dated January 18, 

2016, regarding corrections to minor errors/omissions to the Comprehensive Zoning By-

law for information. 
 

Submitted/Approved by: Lindsay Mills   Prepared by: Lindsay Mills 
attachment 

 
 

 

HouskeepingReportToCofW2016 

 

 

 

Page 153 of 179



ISSN 1181-9006


The Digest of 
MUNICIPAL & PLANNING LAW


Editor in Chief: John Mascarin, M.A., LL.B. 
Aird & Berlis LLP 

Cited 4 D.M.P.L. (2d) (2010) 4 D.M.P.L. (2d), January 2010, Issue 13 

Published 12 times per year by Production Editor: Tara Russell Subscription Rate is $480 for 12 issues per 
CARSWELL, A DIVISION OF annum 
THOMSON REUTERS CANADA LIMITED 
One Corporate Plaza 
2075 Kennedy Road 

© 2009 Thomson Reuters Canada Limited 
Printed in Canada by Thomson Reuters. 

Toronto, Ontario Customer Relations 
M1T 3V4 Toronto 1-416-609-3800 

Elsewhere in Canada/U.S. 1-800-387-5164 
Fax 416-298-5082 
www.carswell.com 

E-mail www.carswell.com/email 

THE EVOLUTION OF LEGAL NON-CONFORMING RIGHTS 

by Michael Polowin and Elad Gafni 

cial Plan of the City, which was adopted on May 14, 2003 
and amended in July 2005. 

Introduction Over seventy appeals regarding the enactment of the CZBL
Many, if not most, municipalities across Ontario have provi- were received by the Ontario Municipal Board. One of these
sions in their zoning by-laws that purport to limit repair, ren- appeals was brought by The TDL Group Corp. (“TDL”) to
ovation or use of buildings that are non-conforming as to use challenge the validity of section 3 of the CZBL which con­
or non-complying as to performance standards. The intent cerned non-conformity and non-compliance. TDL alleged
and effect of these by-laws are to “encourage” property own- that section 3 of the CZBL was contrary to section 34(9)(a)
ers to bring non-conformity or non-compliance to an end. of the Planning Act and was outside the City’s authority.
Two recent decisions, TDL Group Corp. v. Ottawa (City), 
2009 CarswellOnt 7336 (O.M.B.), striking out a portion of Legislation 
the City of Ottawa’s zoning by-law regarding non-con- Section 34(9)(a) of the Planning Act creates an exemption to 
forming rights, and Ottawa (City) v. TDL Group Corp., 2009 the scope of zoning by-laws that municipalities may enact. 
CarswellOnt 7168 (Ont. Div. Ct.), which denied the City of The effect of section 34(9)(a) is to establish legal non-con-
Ottawa’s leave to appeal of an order of the Ontario Munici- forming uses which are lawful violations of current zoning 
pal Board (OMB or Board), signifies a clear and unambigu- by virtue of the fact that the use of the land or structure ex­
ous ruling that municipalities may not limit or coercively isted in compliance with applicable by-laws before the by­
bring to an end non-conforming or non-complying rights be- laws with which there is non-compliance was passed. Sec­
yond the narrow constraints permitted by the Planning Act, tion 34(9)(a) provides: 
R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13 and at common law. 34. (9) No by-law passed under this section applies, 

Background (a) to prevent the use of any land, building or structure for any 
purpose prohibited by the by-law if such land, building or struc-

In 2001, the new City of Ottawa (the City) was created by ture was lawfully used for such purpose on the day of the pass­
the amalgamation of the Region of Ottawa-Carleton and 11 ing of the by-law, so long as it continues to be used for that

local municipalities. On June 25, 2008, following approxi- purpose;


mately five years of public consultation, the City enacted The impugned section 3 of the CZBL reads, in part, as

Comprehensive Zoning By-Law 2008-250 (“CZBL”). The follows:

CZBL harmonized the existing 36 zoning by-laws from the 3. (1) Nothing in this section affects subsection 34(9) of the Planning
former municipalities comprising the new City, into a single Act, R.S.O. 1990, Excepted Lands and Buildings, which addresses 
zoning by-law, and was designed to implement the new Offi- non-conforming uses. 
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(2) No person will repair or rebuild any part of any building housing 
or otherwise used in connection with a non-conforming use, except as 
set out in subsection (3). 

(3) When a building, structure, facility or otherwise, including septic 
and other servicing systems, used in connection with a non-con­
forming use is damaged or demolished, the non-conforming right is 
not extinguished if: (By-law 2008-462) 

(a) the damage or demolition was involuntary; 

(b) the building is repaired or re-occupied before the expiry of 
two years; and 

(c) the building continues to be used for the same purpose after 
it is repaired as it was used before it was damaged or 
demolished. 

(4) Non-conforming rights are extinguished: 

(a) where the damage, demolition or removal of a building is 
not involuntary; 

(b) where a damaged building is not repaired or re-occupied 
before the expiry of two years; or 

(c) where the non-conforming use, 

(i) is abandoned, or 

(ii) is changed without permission from the Committee of 
Adjustment. 

(5) This section applies, with all necessary modification, to a non­
complying building.


. . . [Emphasis added]


Ontario Municipal Board Decision 
The position of TDL before the Board was that section 3 of 
the CZBL unlawfully attempted to narrow, amend and re­
strict the non-conforming rights of property owners beyond 
the jurisdiction of the City pursuant to the Planning Act. Spe­
cifically, TDL took issue with the fact that subsections 3(3) 
and (4) of the CZBL purported to extinguish property own­
ers’ legal non-conforming rights where “damage, demolition 
or removal of a building is not involuntary”, as contrasted to 
circumstances where repair or rebuilding is done as a result 
of “involuntary” damage, demolition or removal (i.e. causes 
beyond the control of the owner). 
TDL referred the Board to numerous cases standing for the 
proposition that as long as the intention of an owner is to 
continue a long-established pattern of usage, then there can 
be no loss of a non-conforming use as a result of damage or 
demolition, whether it was voluntary or non-voluntary. 
Moreover, TDL took the position that the decision of the Su­
preme Court of Canada in Saint-Romuald (Ville) c. Olivier 
(2001), [2001] 2 S.C.R. 898, 22 M.P.L.R. (3d) 1, 2001 Car­
swellQue 2013, 2001 CarswellQue 2014, [2001] S.C.J. No. 
54, REJB 2001-25834, 2001 SCC 57, 204 D.L.R. (4th) 284, 
275 N.R. 1 (S.C.C.) stood for the proposition that non-con­
forming and non-complying uses are not fixed, but can 
evolve over time, provided that the impact on the surround­
ing neighbourhood was minimal. As Binnie J. held, “[u]nder 
the doctrine of “acquired rights”, the respondents were not 
only entitled to continue to use the premises as they were 
when the new by-law was passed, but was given some flexi­
bility in the operation of that use”, including the right to 
“normal evolution” and to “adapt to the demands of the mar­
ket or the technology that are relevant to it” (para. 19). Sec­
tion 3 of the CZBL unlawfully frustrated this right to the 

“normal evolution” of non-conforming uses by prohibiting 
activities such as the installation of energy-saving windows 
or the repair of a decrepit roof because such renovations 
would run afoul of the prohibition on voluntary damage, 
demolition or removal contained in subsections 3(3) and (4). 

In contrast, the City argued that section 3 was an appropriate 
vehicle to encourage or “cause” the “evolution” of land use 
over time from “a legal non-conforming use to one in con­
formity with the zoning by-law” (pages 8-9). In oral evi­
dence before the Board, the City’s land use planner con­
firmed that the effect of section 3 of the CZBL was that “if a 
property owner repairs or rebuilds voluntarily, to maintain, 
upgrade or modernize the building, the non-conforming or 
non-complying right is lost” (page 3). In fact, according to 
the City’s planner, the City’s intent [of section 3 was] to 
gradually phase out existing legal non-conforming uses 
(page 3). 

The OMB rejected the City’s argument in this regard and de­
termined as follows at page 10: 

[O]n a clear reading of section 34(9)(a) of the Act . . . such a munici­
pal intent and effect of a zoning by-law is not permitted by the Act.

[. . .] 


The cases cited by the Appellant, especially the decisions of the Su­

preme Court of Canada, Central Jewish Institute v. City of Toronto 
and Saint-Romuald (City) v. Olivier affirm the right of a landowner to 
continue with a legal non-conforming use. In fact, the Supreme Court 
of Canada decisions stand for the proposition that such a use may be 
expanded within the confines of the building, may be intensified as 
part of the pre-existing activity, and finally, of particular relevance to 
the case at hand, may see “renewal and change” (Saint-Romuald 
(City) v. Olivier). 

The Board finds that section 3 of the CZBL specifically operates to 
prohibit such “renewal and change”. [Emphasis in original] 

The City also argued that voluntary cessation of use, includ­
ing for voluntary repair or replacement of elements of the 
building, brings legal non-conforming and non-complying 
uses to an end, and that such will not be the case only if such 
cessation is beyond the control of the property owner. How­
ever, once again, the Board disagreed, holding that the inten­
tion of the property owner was paramount. The Board stated 
at pages 10-11: 

The appellant would not lose its rights to its legal non-conforming use 
during a closure for a voluntary repair or even replacement of the 
building. The Board notes the words of the court in Rotstein v. Oro-
Medonte (Township of): “. . . intention is a relevant factor to be con­
sidered in the case of a long-established pattern of use.” 

Finally, the Board rejected the two-year limitation period for 
repairing and reoccupying specified in sections 3(3)(b) and 
3(4)(b) of the CZBL. The Board wrote at page 11: 

Again, there is nothing in section 34(9)(a) which allows for the extin­
guishment of a landowner’s right to a legal non-conforming use if re­
pairs or renovations are not completed before the expiry of two years. 
As noted above, “intention” is determinative. If a landowner demon­
strates a continuous intention to continue a long-established pattern of 
usage, there is no loss of its right, regardless of the time it takes to 
complete repairs. 

The Board then ultimately concluded that “section 3 of the 
CZBL, in its entirety, improperly narrows, amends and re­
stricts the right of a property owner to a legal non-con-
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forming use, contrary to section 34(9)(a) of the Planning Act. 
Section 3 is beyond the jurisdiction of the City” (page 11). 

Divisional Court Decision 

The City sought leave to appeal the decision of the Board 
repealing section 3 of the CZBL to the Divisional Court. As 
a preliminary matter, the City sought that subsections 3(6) to 
(8) of the CZBL be restored. There was no evidence before 
the Board that these three subsections were unlawful pursu­
ant to the Planning Act. In fact, both the planners for the City 
and TDL supported these provisions. Justice Toscano Roc­
camo ordered, on consent of both parties, that subsections 
3(6) to (8) be remitted to a rehearing of the matter before the 
OMB pursuant to section 43 of the Ontario Municipal Board 
Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.28. 

After reviewing the parties’ submissions with respect to the 
standard of review, the court held the appropriate standard of 
a review of a decision of the Board to be reasonableness, 
given that “the Board has specialized expertise in interpret­
ing the provisions of the Planning Act, including Section 34, 
and in applying its underlying policies” (para. 19). 

While admitting that “the interpretation of Section 3 of the 
CZBL is open to considerable debate, such as to arguably 
run afoul of Section 34(9) of the Planning Act” (para. 28) 
and that its position with respect to the definition of “dam­
age” in the CZBL was “evolving” (para. 29), the City never­
theless asserted that: 

[V]oluntary “demolition” of a structure as under Section 3(4) of the 
CZBL justifies termination of legal non-conforming rights in the ab­
sence of any intention to continue the non-conforming use at the time 
the by-law was passed, coupled with an interruption in continuity or 
physical existence of the structure. (para. 29) 

TDL argued that the Board’s reasoning was an appropriate 
application of the Ontario Court of Appeal decision in Ot­
tawa (City) v. Capital Parking Inc. (2002), 28 M.P.L.R. (3d) 
223, 212 D.L.R. (4th) 342, 2002 CarswellOnt 1197, 158 
O.A.C. 174, 59 O.R. (3d) 327, [2002] O.J. No. 1511 (Ont. 
C.A.), which concerned whether the defendant, which en­
joyed a legal non-conforming use as a public garage, could 
be subject to performance standards in the City of Ottawa’s 
zoning by-laws. 

All zoning by-laws fall under one of either of two categories: 
(1) land use provisions; or (2) performance standards provi­
sions. In Capital Parking, Doherty J.A. applied the reasoning 
of the Supreme Court in Saint-Romuald and held that per­
formance standards will fail where they are found to interfere 
with acquired rights, in that they alter the nature of a legal 
non-conforming use or interfere with the real and reasonable 
expectations flowing from a legal non-conforming use (para. 
35). TDL took the position, supported by the Court, that sec­
tion 3 of the CZBL, which was a performance standard be­
cause it did not purport to regulate the types of uses of land, 
ran afoul of the holding in Capital Parking because the pro­
hibition on voluntary repair or renovation unlawfully inter­
fered with the real and reasonable expectation for the right to 

“renewal and change” of non-conforming uses as articulated 
in Saint-Romuald. 

After reviewing the submissions of both parties, Toscano 
Roccamo J. found that “the Board’s decision in this matter 
was well reasoned and correct” (para. 39), and stated at 
paragraphs 36-37 that: 

In specific reference to Capital Parking, supra, where it engaged the 
reasoning applied in Saint-Romuald, the Board concluded that ac­
quired rights entitled property owners to some flexibility in the opera­
tion of the use, including normal evolution of some uses. The Board 
concluded that normal evolution of use could encompass demolition 
and rebuilding of a property within its footprint with the intention to 
continue the use of the building or structure as it existed prior to the 
enactment of a by-law. I find no error in the Board’s reasoning in this 
respect. 

In concluding that Section 3 of the CZBL operated to frustrate the 
normal evolution of a legal non-conforming use through renewal and 
change, the board accepted the reasoning in Rotstein v. Oro-Medonte 
(Township of) (2002), 34 M.P.L.R. (3d) 266 (Ont. Sup. Ct.) and Mo­
hammed v. Dysart (Municipality) Building Official (2003), 45 
M.P.L.R. (3d) 282 (Ont. Sup. Ct.) in support of the proposition that 
where a landowner demonstrates a long established pattern of use, 
there is no loss of rights that flows from interruption in use for reno­
vations or repairs, whether or not within the control of the property 
owner, and regardless of the time needed to effect repairs. Again, I 
find no cause to doubt the Board’s reasoning in this regard. 

Accordingly, the City’s motion for leave to appeal to the Di­
vision Court was dismissed. 

Discussion 
As noted above, municipalities across Ontario purport to re­
strict property owners’ rights to repair, renovate or use build­
ings that are non-conforming as to use, in apparent (and now 
confirmed) contravention of section 34(9)(a) of the Planning 
Act. This is not surprising given that acquired rights are a 
thorn in the side of municipal planners since they interfere 
with the achievement of the City’s vision articulated in mu­
nicipal official plans. 
The decision of the Board and the Divisional Court in the 
matter of the Ottawa (City) v. TDL Group Corp. represents a 
warning to cities across the province that the courts will not 
tolerate attempts by municipalities to overreach their powers 
under the Planning Act and the law to contravene legal non­
conforming rights. As noted by Killeen J. in 382671 Ontario 
Ltd. v. London (City) Chief Building Official (1996), 32 
M.P.L.R. (2d) 1, 1996 CarswellOnt 1388, [1996] O.J. No. 
1352, 28 O.R. (3d) 718 (Ont. Gen. Div.) by-laws that seek to 
restrict non-conforming rights are “nothing more nor less 
than a clever attempt by the municipality to trench upon and 
even disembowel section 34(9) of the [Planning] Act” (para. 
25). 
Indeed, many municipalities across the province of Ontario 
are arguably running afoul of the law with respect to non­
conforming rights. At the time of writing, zoning by-laws in 
the City of Orillia, the Town of Haldimand, the City of 
Sudbury, and the Town of Dunnville all essentially permit, 
with minor variances in wording, the strengthening or resto­
ration to a safe condition of any non-conforming building or 
structure, while restricting the right to rebuild or repair only 
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for situations where the non-conforming building or structure 
is damaged or destroyed by causes beyond the control of the 
owner. See City of Orillia’s By-laws No. 2005-72, ss. 3.4.3 
and 3.4.5; the Town of Haldimand’s By-laws 1-H 86, ss. 
6.3.1 and 6.3.2; the City of Sudbury’s By-laws No. 95-500Z, 
s. 4(4)(a); and the Town of Dunnville’s By-laws 1-DU 80, 
ss. 6.3.1 and 6.3.2. The effect of these by-laws is to prohibit 
voluntary repair or renovation other than for the purpose of 
improving the safety condition of a non-conforming building 
or structure. Consequently, renovation for upgrading or mod­
ernizing a building, such as the installation of energy-saving 
windows, would arguably not be permitted. However, as the 
Board noted in the TDL decision, such restrictions on volun­
tary repair and renovation are in direct conflict with Binnie 
J.’s ruling in Saint-Romuald that municipalities cannot frus­
trate the normal evolution of non-conforming uses through 
“renewal and change”. 
Even more egregious violations of non-conforming rights 
can be found in zoning by-laws that prohibit the restoration 
of non-conforming buildings or structures when they are 
damaged or destroyed even in cases where the destruction is 
due to causes beyond the control of the owner. For example, 
the City of Guelph prohibits “the rebuilding of a non-con­
forming use if it should be destroyed” (Zoning By-law 
(1995) — 14864, s. 2.5.3.4). No definition is provided for 
the term “destroyed”. The City of Barrie prohibits the resto­
ration of any non-conforming building or structure “other 
than a single detached dwelling, converted dwelling or a 
multiple family dwelling which has been destroyed to the ex­
tent of more than fifty percent of the structure (exclusive of 
walls below grade)” (Zoning By-law 85-95, s. 4.2.6). While 
residents of the City of Thunder Bay who own legal non­
conforming “occupied dwellings” that are “damaged or de­
stroyed by accidental fire or a natural disaster” are permitted 
to reconstruct their buildings, owners of legal non-con­
forming buildings or structures “other than a dwelling . . . 
which has been damaged by accidental fire or natural disas­
ter to the extent of more than sixty percent (60%) of its value 
are precluded from restoring their buildings or structures” 
(Zoning By-law 177-1983, s. 5.11.1(a) and (b)). 
Such attempts are contrary to Toscano Roccamo J.’s holding 
in the TDL Group Corp. case that “where a landowner dem­
onstrates a long established pattern of use, there is no loss of 
rights that flows from interruption in use for renovations or 
repairs, whether or not within the control of the property 
owner” (para. 37). It should be noted that nowhere in the 
Planning Act are distinctions made with respect to repair and 
renovation rights between different types of non-conforming 
uses, and therefore such attempts in the above noted by-laws 
are unjustified and unlawful. 
Finally, there are also examples of zoning by-laws from 
across the province that place time limits on the repair or re­

construction of a non-conforming building or structure simi­
lar to the two-year limitation period in subsections 3(3)(b) 
and 3(4)(b) of the City of Ottawa’s CZBL that were repealed 
by the Board and the Court. The City of Kingston permits 
the replacement of a non-conforming building destroyed by 
any means beyond the control of the owner “provided that 
construction is commenced within one year from the date of 
destruction and provided that the building is completed 
within a reasonable time thereafter” (Zoning By-law No. 
8499, s. 5.24(a)). Similarly, the City of Orillia allows the re­
building or repair of any building or structure that is dam­
aged or destroyed by causes beyond the control of the owner 
“provided such rebuilding or repair is conducted within two 
years” (Zoning By-law 2005-72, s. 3.4.5). However, as the 
Board held in its decision at page 11, and which was af­
firmed by the Divisional Court, “[i]f a landowner demon­
strates a continuous intention to continue a long-established 
pattern of usage, there is no loss of its right, regardless of the 
time it takes to complete repairs.” 

The above examples of zoning by-laws from across Ontario 
demonstrate the extent to which municipalities attempt to 
“encourage” or cause the “evolution” over time from legal 
non-conforming uses to ones in conformity with current zon­
ing by-laws. The judgment in Ottawa (City) v. TDL Group 
Corp. represents for the first time a clear and unambiguous 
ruling that such efforts by municipalities are contrary to sec­
tion 34(9)(a) of the Planning Act and are, therefore, beyond 
their jurisdiction. Municipalities must ensure that their zon­
ing by-laws conform to the law with respect to legal non­
conforming rights. 

Michael Polowin is a partner with Gowling Lafleur Hender­
son LLP in Ottawa, practicing in Development and Planning 
Law. Mr. Polowin advises and represents clients through the 
full spectrum of the development process. He has acted for 
some of the largest developers in Canada, and has been in­
volved in developments throughout the Ottawa area and 
Eastern and Southern Ontario. Mr. Polowin also acts on be­
half of municipalities in Eastern Ontario on planning and 
development and public-private partnership matters. 

Elad Gafni is an Articling Student with Gowling Lafleur 
Henderson LLP in Ottawa, where he also worked as a Sum­
mer Student. He graduated in 2009 with an LL.B. (Cum 
Laude) from the English Common Law Program at the Uni­
versity of Ottawa. Prior to law school Elad attended Queen’s 
University on a Chancellor’s Scholarship where he received 
a B.A. (Hons.) in Economics, as well as the University of To­
ronto on an Ontario Graduate Scholarship where he re­
ceived an M.A. in Economics. 
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Friends and Neighbours, 
 
AIM 
 
SF Township Planning Department recently proposed a number of changes to the Comprehensive Zoning 
Bylaw (CZBL).  They did this as part of a routine “Housekeeping Amendment”.  I would suggest that the 
proposed changes to s.5.10 and s.5.11 of the CZBL are not routine and not simple “housekeeping”.   If passed 
they will have significant ramifications for those of you who have legal non-complying structures on the water. 
 
The intent of this email if three-fold: 
 
1 - If you are not already aware, to inform you of the recent proposed SF Township Bylaw Amendment, 
 
2 - To offer you my (unsolicited) opinion on the matter, 
 
3 - To offer suggestions on what you can do if you share my concerns. 
 
Please note that the following opinion is strictly mine.  I welcome/encourage anyone to contact me if they have 
any questions, or want to discuss, or disagree.  My intent is to encourage better decision making through 
informed dialogue 
 
 
BACKGROUND - WHAT DO I THINK? 
 
Currently any new build has to be constructed outside the 100ft setback.  However, there are many  “legal non-
complying structures” within the setback.  These are structures that were already in existence at the time the 
CZBL was enacted.  For example, they include houses, cottages, boathouses, & bunkies.   (I will refer to these 
as “grandfathered” structures).    If the bylaw passes, the proposed changes would seriously affect the rights of 
property owners who have one of these grandfathered structures on their property.   My best guess is that this 
would affect approx 30-35% of the residents on Sydenham Lake.   
 
I have attached the proposed “Housekeeping" Amendment below.  Please read. 
 
This is my assessment of the changes: 
 
s.5.10.2 - The township is proposing additional language be inserted in this Section to provide clarity.  I believe 
the proposed additional language would make it easier for SF to extinguish grand-fathered rights once a wall is 
removed from a grandfathered structure.   I do not have any issue with this policy if the building is derelict and 
has not been used for a period of time.  However, most grandfathered structures are used.  There are many 
reasons why the owner might want to remove a wall.  For example - install new windows, update from 2x4 to 
2x6 construction and/or replace a log in the wall.   
 
I have personally been involved in a file where an applicant simply wanted to put in 2 big windows.  They were 
told, that since the windows were so large, it meant a wall would essentially be removed, and therefore the 
grandfathered footprint would be lost.    
 
This proposed amendment goes too far.  If the concern is derelict structures, then the bylaw should be written 
that way.  It should not be so broad as to affect all of us who have used our structures consistently and just 
want to update them. 
 
s.5.11 -  The township wants to remove this section of the CZBL.  This section allows for any grandfathered 
structures to be re-built in the event an Act of God (Fire, Fallen Tree, etc) in the same location as long as it 
keeps the same footprint.  The proposed changes would take away this automatic right of 
rebuild.  Instead,  property owners would have to make an application before the Committee of Adjustment 
(CoA) and seek its approval prior to any re-build. Going to the CoA costs money (approx 1k without a lawyer) 
and takes time (best case 2 months, but not unusual to take 6 months +).    In the end your right to rebuild is 
not automatic and the CoA may deny your application and recommend moving your structure to another 
location. From having gone through the CoA process and having followed it for the last 7-8 years,  my opinion 
is that if there is another footprint available, planning staff will recommend that the building be moved.  
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WHAT DOES THE LAW SAY? 
 
As many of you know I am a lawyer.  Full disclosure: I am not a property/planning lawyer, nor do I profess to be 
one. I cannot/will not give anyone legal advice on this matter.   However, I have done extensive research on 
this issue over the past 5 years.  
 
My assessment is that the law is on our side.  I have attached an article that I used as part of an OMB file I was 
involved in a couple of years ago.  It is a nice summary of this situation.   Please read.  It explains the law 
better then I can. 
 
In summary - s.34.9 of the The Planning Act says that no Municpal By-law can be passed: 
 
(a) to prevent the use of any land, building or structure for any purpose prohibited by the by-law if such land, 

building or structure was lawfully used for such purpose on the day of the passing of the by-law, so long as it 
continues to be used for that purpose. 

OMB and Court decisions have provided clarity to this issue and have confirmed that grandfathered rights 
cannot be frustrated through the drafting or rigid interpretation of municipal bylaws.  As long as a land owner 
can demonstrate consistent use of a structure,  they are able to continue to use and improve.  Many of our 
existing bylaws (and their interpretation) already violate this section of the Planning Act. 
 
Looking at the other side of the story, there is some case-law where grandfathered rights were 
extinguished.  However, if you look at the facts of those cases, they are easily distinguishable because there 
was not consistent use.  For example, in the Ontario Court of Appeal decision,  Feather v Bradford (Town), the 
applicants had submitted an application to raise a sunken boathouse which had been uninhabitable for over 14 
years.  The applicants were not the original owners at the time the boathouse sank, and the property had 
changed hands numerous times in the successive years.  In this case, the court held that the “intention to use” 
was not good enough to maintain the grandfathered right.  Instead, owners must demonstrate continuous 
use.  I have no problem with this decision and think it is an excellent example of when we can deem a structure 
as having lost its grandfathered status. 
 
Bottom-line - as long as you can demonstrate consistent use of a grandfathered structure, then you 
should have the ability to renovate/reconstruct as long as the use/footprint remain the same.  Any 
Bylaws, or interpretation of Bylaws that frustrate this right should be voided. 
 
 
WHAT ARE OTHER MUNCIPALITIES DOING? 
 
In preparation, I have done research across multiple Ontario jurisdictions, predominately in cottage country.   I 
am confident that South Frontenac has one of the strictest CZBL regarding shoreline development.  In addition, 
how these CZBL are interpreted and applied by staff are also more strict.   
 
Generally, I think this is a good thing.  As waterfront owners, we are all stakeholders in the environment.   
 
However, I do believe a balance can be achieved between the environment and the rights of property owners 
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MY PROPOSAL 
 
This issue reveals the tension between property rights and environmental concerns.  I do think the two can be 
balanced.  I would suggest the following approach with the Township: 
 
1 - We agree on the importance of the environment, 
2 - SF recognizes the legal rights of grandfathered property owners and our ability to use/maintain them, 
3 - We concede that derelict buildings, which have not been used or maintained for a period of time (i.e no 
consistent use) have lost their grandfathered rights, 
4 - We agree that any time you re-construct/renovate your grandfathered structure, best building/environmental 
practices are to be used.  For example, attach conditions ensuring septics are updated, run-off water collection 
is installed, steel roofings, etc. 

  
 
SO WHAT?  - WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
 
I was recently informed that SF Council will hear delegations on this issue at their next Committee of a Whole 
Meeting on 26 April and 10 May (if required).  A decision will be made at the Council Meeting on 17 May. 
 
I have to be honest.  The cards are stacked against us.  At this point in time, I think we may only have 1-2 
councillors who are receptive.  We need to make them aware that this issue is extremely important to us and 
may determine how we vote.    
 
 How can we do this? 
 
1 - Become informed 
 
2 - If you are not a public speaker or you are a seasonal resident - Email/Write your councillor and 
Town CAO  (Take a look at the SF website to get their email address) 
 

SF CAO - Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 
 
3 - Ask to be a delegation at one of the upcoming CoW Meetings.  (You will have 10 minutes) 

 
The full process for attending as a delegation can be found on the SFT website 

at: http://www.southfrontenac.net/en/town-hall/delegations-and-deputations.asp?_mid_=13131 
  
Basically, you need to do the following 
  

1.       Submit a letter to the CAO stating that you would like to appear before Council with a 
summary of your concerns.   E-mail to worr@southfrontenac.net 
2.       Provide a written summary of your presentation by 12:00 noon on Thursday, April 21st. 

 
Many delegations across the districts will hold weight 

 
4 - Attend the CoW meeting and show your support. 
 
5 - Please fwd this email to your lake associations/friends/neighbours in SF.  Spread the word. 
 
 
 This is a real opportunity to have your voice heard and effect change.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Peck 
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From: Gary Kielo [mailto:gary.kielo@sympatico.ca]  

Sent: April-15-16 1:59 PM 

To: patbarr1@aol.com 

Cc: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net>; savesfpropertyvalues@gmail.com; 

rvanewal@southfrontenac.net 

Subject: Bylaw Housekeeping Amendment 

 

Hello Pat 

 

I have read some communications from the Greater Bobs and Crow Lake Association concerning 

grandfathered buildings within the setback allowance. You will know the details. 

 

The Association does make a good case concerning the clarification of the bylaws being called an 

amendment. It’s quite an impactful change as I read it.   

 

As an landowner, along with my wife, of such a building I am interested is hearing your position, as our 

councillor, on this at this point in time? 

 

Can you email me in a timely manner as several deadlines for this are quite soon  

 

Gary Kielo 

15A Demerling Ln. 

Bedford-South Frontenac Twnshp. 
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From: Barry Black <b2bblack@gmail.com> 
Subject: Comments on Housekeeping Amendment to the Township of South 
Frontenac Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw 
Date: April 18, 2016 at 2:26:18 PM EDT 
To: rvanewal@southfrontenac.net, 7846elbe@gmail.com, 
markschjerning@outlook.com, wor@southfrontenac.net, lmils@southfrontenac.net 
Cc: larryarpaia@gmail.com 
 
Although I will not be able to attend upcoming Council meetings in person, as a property 
owner, I would like to voice my perspective on the proposed Housekeeping Amendment 
to the Township of South Frontenac Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw.  
 
Specifically, section s.5.11 appears to remove the right of property owners of 
grandfathered, legal non-conforming or non-complying structures to be rebuilt in the 
case of Act of God destruction without going through the process of applying to the 
Committee of Adjustment to seek approval. This process would be arbitrary and costly 
for property owners as well as contrary to section s.34.9 of The Planning Act. 
 
I ask that you give careful consideration to balancing the need for environmental 
protection with the needs and rights of your constituency property owners.  
 
regards…. Barry Black 
85 Rainbow Lane RR #2, Godfrey 
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Sent: April-19-16 10:10 AM 
To: rvanewal@southfrontenac.net; 7846elbe@gmail.com; 
markschjerning@outlook.com; patbarr1@aol.com; Wayne Orr 
<worr@southfrontenac.net>; Lindsay Mills <lmills@southfrontenac.net> 
Cc: Mac Prescott <macprescott@bell.net> 
Subject: Proposed Bylaw Changes 5.10.2 & 5.11 
 
Good morning.  Please find below a letter which as a property owner in South 
Frontenac Township represents my concerns in this matter.   As a resident of Bobs and 
Crow Lake I endorse the position taken by The Greater Bobs and Crow Lake 
Association.  
 
I encourage you as the representatives of this Township to demonstrate the type of 
leadership that is required in this matter and withdraw the proposed changes to bylaws 
5.10.2 and 5.11 and replace the current faulty process with one that is more inclusive, 
transparent and involves all stakeholder groups. 
 
Best regards 
 
Mac Prescott 
481 Bob’s Lake Road  

To Members of South Frontenac Council and Staff 

 I am writing to you as a property owner on Bobs Lake to express my disagreement and 
strong concerns with both the substance and the manner in which the proposed “ 
“Housekeeping Changes” to by laws 5.10.2 and 5.11 are being processed by the staff 
and political representatives of this township. 

 In the first place to suggest that these changes are merely housekeeping is grossly 
inaccurate and misleading.   These changes dramatically reduce property owner’s rights 
and diminish their property value.  Secondly, I am incredulous that Council would move 
to change the property rights of possibly thousands of property owners without making 
any effort to inform them - beyond a posting on the Township website.   This process is 
undemocratic and fraught with legal difficulties should these proposals be implemented.  

 Our cottage property has been in the family for five generations.   We have paid taxes 
in this area for over 75 years.   We are proud owners, and like the vast majority of 
“grandfathered property” owners we maintain our property to a high standard.  We have 
always felt a part of this Township and have supported its programs and 
activities.  Unfortunately, as a result of these proposed bylaw changes we feel 
disenfranchised and under attack from the very political system which we have 
supported.   

 The intent of the proposed change to Section 5.10.2 seems to further restrict the rights 
of “grandfathered” property owners.  If the intent is to prevent derelict buildings from 
being rebuilt then the wording should reflect this.  As it stands the issue of when walls 
have been removed from an existing structure is unclear as to it meaning.  The 
proposed wording does not provide any clarity and in fact leads to more confusion. 

 The effect of the proposed removal of section 5.11 is to dramatically alter the property 
rights and lower the property values of the affected properties.   Currently, 
“grandfathered “ properties are clearly protected under 5:11 to rebuild should they 
experience a calamitous event such as “ fire, lighting, etc.”  This section of the bylaw 
reflects a measure of fairness to permit property owners to rebuild after destruction that 
is beyond their control.   To take away this protection and replace it with the minor 
variance process is to remove a guaranteed right and replace it with a political process 
from which no one can predict the outcome.   This suggested change is an unnecessary 
intervention by the Township into the area of property rights and if approved, will result 
in a flurry of hostile legal action and a fracturing of the political process in South 
Frontenac.  
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 I would encourage you to withdraw the proposed changes to bylaws 5.10.2 and 5.11 
and replace this process with one that is more inclusive, transparent and that involves 
all stakeholder groups.  

 Yours truly, 

 Mac Prescott 

481 Bobs Lake Road  
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From: Parker, Andrew [mailto:APARKER@MCCARTHY.CA]  
Sent: April-20-16 7:11 PM 
To: Lindsay Mills <lmills@southfrontenac.net>; Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 
Cc: patbarr1@aol.com; councillorrevill@gmail.com; lparker@edc.ca 
Subject: RE: Objection to Proposed “Housekeeping Changes” to the Bylaws of South 
Frontenac  
 
Hello Lindsay,  
 
Thanks for the note but I respectfully disagree. 
 
Our view is that the proposed changes are of course about the use of land. The 
proposed changes can be interpreted to say that if a grandfathered property is 
renovated by taking down one wall (even if it is an interior wall) then the owner is not 
permitted to do it because it becomes vacant and must be moved. Or if one exterior wall 
is damaged or in need of repair it cannot be repaired or replaced unless the building is 
moved.  In our view that is limiting the use of the property.  A property owner should be 
able to renovate their property within the existing foot print in accordance with the 
current by-laws and the proposed amendment goes too far by restricting an owner’s 
rights to do that, which we believe is against the Planning Act.  
 
Also, I have heard from other sources that your view is that the removal of section 5.11 
will just require a minor variance application in the future if a property is involuntarily 
destroyed. Removal of such a section from the by-laws will only provide a future 
regulator or official the opportunity to say “rebuilding of a structure that is destroyed by 
an involuntary event on the same footprint is of course not allowed because there is 
nothing in the by-law that permits it” or “silence in the by-laws means it is not permitted 
and that is supported by the fact that there was an amendment to remove it”. Your 
proposal will also require an owner to hire a lawyer and apply for that variance which is 
expensive and time consuming and has an uncertain outcome. The interpretation of the 
legislature, by-laws, rules and regulations is based on the wording of such 
documents.  Without any words there is nothing to interpret. That then leaves a property 
owner with no recourse in a situation that was not their fault. So, if there is some 
concern over the wording in that section to deal with derelict buildings, deleting the 
section is not the answer. By the way, our view is that the language in the current bylaw 
does not need to be changed in any event. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Andrew and Lisa Parker 
 
 
From: Lindsay Mills [mailto:lmills@southfrontenac.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2016 12:54 PM 
To: Parker, Andrew; Wayne Orr 
Cc: patbarr1@aol.com; councillorrevill@gmail.com; lparker@edc.ca 
Subject: RE: Objection to Proposed “Housekeeping Changes” to the Bylaws of South 
Frontenac  
 
Dear Lisa and Andrew Parker, 
 
Thanks for your letter. 
 
Just to be clear, we are not talking about the use of the land. We are only talking about 
the placement of buildings on the land. 
 
If there is a structure that pre-dated our by-laws that is now located within the 30 metre 
setback from a waterbody and the owner voluntarily takes it down then we would want it 
rebuilt according to the setbacks of the day. If it can’t meet the 30 metre setback 
because of certain restrictions on the land then we would consider it as part of a minor 
variance application. 
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Either way it is very unlikely that it could not be rebuilt somewhere on the lot. 
 
I hope this helps. 
 
Lindsay Mills 
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From: Lindsay Mills  
Sent: April-19-16 12:54 PM 
To: Parker, Andrew <APARKER@MCCARTHY.CA>; Wayne Orr 
<worr@southfrontenac.net> 
Cc: patbarr1@aol.com; councillorrevill@gmail.com; lparker@edc.ca 
Subject: RE: Objection to Proposed “Housekeeping Changes” to the Bylaws of South 
Frontenac  
 
Dear Lisa and Andrew Parker, 
 
Thanks for your letter. 
 
Just to be clear, we are not talking about the use of the land. We are only talking about 
the placement of buildings on the land. 
 
If there is a structure that pre-dated our by-laws that is now located within the 30 metre 
setback from a waterbody and the owner voluntarily takes it down then we would want it 
rebuilt according to the setbacks of the day. If it can’t meet the 30 metre setback 
because of certain restrictions on the land then we would consider it as part of a minor 
variance application. 
 
Either way it is very unlikely that it could not be rebuilt somewhere on the lot. 
 
I hope this helps. 
 
Lindsay Mills 
 
 
 
From: Parker, Andrew [mailto:APARKER@MCCARTHY.CA]  
Sent: April-19-16 10:26 AM 
To: Wayne Orr 
Cc: Lindsay Mills; patbarr1@aol.com; councillorrevill@gmail.com; lparker@edc.ca 
Subject: Objection to Proposed “Housekeeping Changes” to the Bylaws of South 
Frontenac  
 
Please see attached letter for your consideration. 
 

 

Andrew Parker 
Partner | Associé 
Business | Affaires 
T: 416-601-7939 
C: 647-286-7939 
F: 416-868-0673 
E: aparker@mccarthy.ca
   
McCarthy Tétrault LLP 
Suite 5300 
TD Bank Tower 
Box 48, 66 Wellington Street West
Toronto ON M5K 1E6 
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Lisa and Andrew Parker
Home - 25 South lea Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4G 3L8

Cottage - 191 Burns Lane North, Bobs Lake

April 18, 2016

Mr. Wayne Orr
CAO Township of South Frontenac
4432 George Street
Sydenham, Ontario
KOH 2TO
worr@southfrontenac.net

Dear Mr. Orr,

Re: Proposed "Housekeeping Changes" to the Bylaws of South Frontenac

We are writing to you to express our significant concerns and disappointment over the blatant
attempt to remove fundamental property rights of owners of property in the Township of South
Frontenac by way of a so called "housekeeping bylaw" which will likely negatively impact the
value of historic cottages and add to their expense in that such cottages should be allowed to be
repaired, renovated or strengthened without having to be moved and rebuilt to meet the 30
metre setback.

We are of the view that the proposed "housekeeping bylaw" is regulation that has gone amok
and is illegal by virtue of it violating The Planning Act (Ontario) which provides that no Municipal
By-Law (such as the proposed amendments) can be passed to prevent the use of any land.
building or structure for any purposes prohibited by the by-law. if such land. building or
structure was lawfully used for such purpose on the day of the passing of the by-law.

As a property owner of a cottage that was built in the 1940's, we should be allowed to lawfully
use our cottage with the ability to repair and replace walls within the structure of our cottage and
on the existing footprint and not be subject to the proposed prohibition. Moreover, we would
point out that any such repair and replacement will have no detrimental effect to the
environment if existing laws are abided by. Forcing cottage owners to rebuild their cottages
beyond the 30 metre set back in such a manner will lower (and maybe destroy) resale value of
the property. It would also add unnecessary expense which could then cause such cottage
owners not to be able to afford such a rebuild and therefore have to abandon the property.

We are appalled and outraged that a municipal government would be of the view that it is within
their rights to dictate that if a cottage is destroyed (including partially) by fire, lightening,
explosion or a tree falling on it through no fault of an owner, that the owner of that cottage
cannot repair such damage and instead must be rebuilt outside the 30 m setback. This suggests
to us that we do not live in a democracy and instead live in a totalitarian state. Telling someone
that through no fault of their own an owner had to remove all of the historical memories of
generations of a family when a cottage is so damaged or destroyed is shocking to us. Again, we
are of the view that if a cottage is rebuilt on an existing footprint in accordance with existing
laws, rules and regulations there will be absolutely no detriment to the environment and so there
in no reason to destroy those memories.

You MUST NOT pass the amendments to section 5.10.2 and 5.11 of the bylaws. These
amendments are outrageous and were not part of any of the councillors' mandates when they
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were elected that we are aware of. If councillors feel strongly about such changes, they should
include the changes in their platform when they are up for re-election so voters can properly
consider them. This should not be a unilateral action by the Council with no electorate mandate
to do so.

Respectfully,

do, a: ff>'\..icv.- j~~
Lisa and Andrew Parker
191 Burns Lane North - Bobs Lake

cc. Lindsay Mills (Planner/Deputy Clerk) - Imills@southfrontenac.net
Pat Barr (Councillor - Bedford District) - patbarr1 @aol.com
Alan Revill (Councillor - Bedford District) - councillorrevill@gmail.com
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April L9,20L6

Mr. Wayne Orr

CAO Township of South Frontenac

4432 George Street

Sydenham, ON

KOH 2TO

Dear Mr. Orr:

l'm writing to express my concerns with the proposed "housekeeping changef to sections 5.10.2 and

5.L1 of the By-Laws of South Frontenac Township. I strongly objecf to the proposed changes because

they are arbitrary, haven't been reviewed with the majority of stakeholders and violate the rights of the
property owners. The Lake associations were not consulted nor were the significant numbers of
property owners that would be affected if the proposed changes to the By-laws were enacted.

Moreover, theTownship has not provided/promulgated a driving rationale for making such a significant

change, a change that over time could potentially impact over thirty (30) percent of the property owners

on the lakes and waterways in South Frontenac Township.

Ergo,l'm recommending that the Township proceed as follows:

1. lmmediately stop the enactment of the proposed changes as drafted.

2. Do not implement the proposed change to section 5.10.2. lnstead:

a. lf the Township has a governing rationale and changes must be made to con$ol derelict

structures, then the by-law should be re-written to target only these derelict structures and

not encompass the rnaintained structures of other property owners. Through neglect the
owner of the derelict structure has forfeited the privilege of using the grandfathered

footprint.
b. Where the grandfathered building is in continual use and maintained, the owner should be

allowed future upgrades and improvements inside the footprint.

c. lmprovements to the grandfathered buildings should not be e)ftended to include

demolishing the total building and then rebuilding on the footprint-
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3. Do not replace 5.11 with the expensive and cumbersome Minor Variance Process.

4. Retain Section 5.ll considering the points below:
a. ln the case where a fire, storm or act of God destroys the building, the By-Laws should

continue to allow the landowner to rebuild on the existing footprint.
b. The reconstruction/replacement building must be located on and not increase the footprint.

5. Recognize the legal rights of the grandfathered property owners.

l'm certainly aligned with the Township on the importance of the environment and assume protection of
the environment is the impetus for these proposed changes. As such, any time a grandfathered

structure is reconstructed or renovated on the existing footprint, best practices should be used including

a septic review, and upgrading if require d, grey water management, along with gutters, downspouts and

runoff water management. lt should be strongly considered for inclusion, that these sources of possible

environmental contamination to the waterways, be channeled back beyond the thirty meter {30m}
setback even if the structure is not. Moreover, a strong position on the retention of the forest canopy to
the waters edge is required.

Considering the above, and during a moratorium on the proposed changes the Township shoutd

convene a series of meetings embracing the stakeholders (representatives from the property owners

and the presidents of a good number, if not all the lake associations in South Frontenac Township), to
present the Township's rationale and objective(s) for any proposed changes or suggested revisions. Also,

to glean from the stakeholders, in a non-combative scenario, what they believe is a workable position on

these issues.

Norman Mole

942 Sunset Shores Lane

Green Bay of Bobs Lake

Cc, L. Mills, Planner/Deputy Clerk

Pat Barr, Councillor, Bedford District

Alan Revill, Councillor, Bedford District

Page 171 of 179



-----Original Message----- 
From: John Seidenspinner [mailto:seidenspinner123@yahoo.com]  
Sent: April-15-16 2:53 PM 
To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 
Subject: April 26  
 
As a property owner in TSF I am worried about the changes that are proposed.  I think 
that they will be harmful to the owners affected(I am not one) but also to he rest of us 
TSF. I will be at the meeting and look forward to listening to why you feel the changes 
are good and fair and hope you will extend the same courtesy to those of us who 
disagree.  
I look forward a resolution that is good for all John Seidenspinner  
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20 April 2016 
 
Wayne Orr 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Township of South Frontenac 
4432 George Street 
Box 100, Sydenham 
Ontario, K0H 2T0 
 
 
Dear Mr Orr 

 
Re: Proposed changes to the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw 

 
I have been informed of the proposed amendment to the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw 
(CZBL) s.5.10.2 and removal of s.5.11.  - considered "housekeeping". 
 
Unfortunately, I am unable to attend the meeting on April 26 as I have a prior 
commitment and am away on May 10. 
 
I strongly oppose the amendments which are more than "housekeeping" as they would 
restrict the non-conforming rights of property owners to re-build in case of fire or other 
disaster, or to provide appropriate maintenance to the building without going through the 
Committee of Adjustment which adds additional bureaucracy, time and costs; and could 
be denied. This uncertainty would also impact the value of the property. 
 
Subsection 34(9)(a) of the Ontario Planning Act provides that a municipality's zoning by-
law cannot prohibit any particular use of property (lands, buildings or structures) if that 
use lawfully existed on the date that the zoning by-law was passed, provided that the 
use has continued since then. 
 
The aim of the township to protect the environment is recognized and can be part of the 
building permit application. 
  
In the future, it would be appreciated that property owners be informed by mail of 
proposals that could affect them, especially since many live out of the area, rather than 
finding out by word of mouth. 
 
Your attention to our concerns is appreciated, and I trust will result in a win-win 
situation. 
 
Your truly 
 
Carol Whyman 
1037 McCallum Lane 
Sydenham 
Ontario    
K0H 2T0 
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From: Mark Cooke [mailto:mncooke@sympatico.ca]  
Sent: April-17-16 4:58 PM 
To: Mayor Ron Vandewal: <rvanewal@southfrontenac.net>; Wayne Orr 
<worr@southfrontenac.net>; Lindsay Mills <lmills@southfrontenac.net> 
Cc: Larry Arpaia <larryarpaia@gmail.com> 
Subject: Concerns regarding Proposed Amendments 5.10.2 and 5.11 

 
Good afternoon to our Township Council, 
 
I have just leaned of the proposed amendments to sections 5.10.2 and 5.11 of the 
Comprehensive Zoning By-law with regard to rebuilding or maintenance of cottages 
which had been grandfathered to remain within the 30 metre set-back from waterbodies. 
 
If one's cottage was destroyed by an act of god, it does not make sense that a variance 
needs to be applied for to rebuild. The variance application allows the Township to deny 
rebuilding of the cottage which is preposterous.  A building permit allowing the rebuild to 
within the same grandfathered footprint should be permitted without the vote of 
council.   
 
Cottages are typically held in families for generations. Some generations of families 
have differing financial resources. If a cottage is passed down to a son or daughter who 
is in a better financial state then there should be no restrictions to allow improvements 
to the building as long as it stays within the same grandfathered footprint. Specific 
clauses already exist for replacement of septic systems which protects the waterfront. I 
do not understand how restrictions on maintenance could affect the waterfront as long 
as one stays within the footprint. 
 
As responsible cottage owners, we understand the need to protect the waterfront and 
are making efforts through our GBCLA to improve the quality of our lake. We fully agree 
to restrictions on new construction.  The proposed amendments are based in trying to 
protect the lake which is a good cause, however these amendments as worded give 
sufficient power to council to strip our cottage from my family.  
 
Mark Cooke 
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From: edge.x@sympatico.ca [mailto:edge.x@sympatico.ca]  
Sent: April-02-16 6:31 PM 
To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 
Subject: zoning changes 
 
my apologies for writing to you wayne....i was trying to get to the mayor but cant find his 
email address anywhere. 
 
i have just returned to canada following several months in the us, only to find that the 
south frontenac is in the process of changing its zoning bylaws for waterfront property, 
without any consultation with your property owners. 
if i hadnt just met a fellow property owner who outlined the changes, i would never have 
known until it was too late to present my own opinions. 
 
i have tried to discover the proposals on your website....to no avail....perhaps i am not 
sufficiently technically adept to handle sf's website. 
 
would you please pass this along to the mayor. 
 
i request a detailed description of the proposals and a phone call from the mayor to 
explain how the process has got this far without my knowledge 
 
tim edge 
214 zimmerman lane 
613 824 0581 
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Mr. Ron Vandewal April 19, 2016
Mayor of South Frontenac Township
P.O. Box 100

4432 George Street
Sydenham, ON
KOH ISO re: Collins Lake Subdivision Proposal

Dear Mr. Vandewal:

I raised a number of concerns at the public meeting held on April 5, 2016. I look forward to hearing
answers to my questions.

Since April 5th I have learned of many residents who were not aware of the public meeting. Some who
were aware did not have enough information to fully appreciate the proposal.

The proposed developer has had many months to prepare a case for proceeding with a subdivision.
Those of us who are nearby residents and taxpayers have had one public meeting and approximately
one month to respond to the subdivision proposal.

I request that the Council of the Township of South Frontenac conduct another Public Meeting to
discuss the Collins Lake Subdivision Proposal. I would like to hear at that public meeting what our
representatives and council as a whole feel about the proposal.

Would Council tell us how many homes may ultimately be built in the area bordered by Lakefield
Drivn Holmes Road, Perth Road and Spooner Road?

As a Council would you please share with us the identity of MAYBACH GROUP INC. Is the group
local with a vested interest in this community?

Thank you once again for considering my requests.

Sincerely,

f.

y?.. ^2 *

R. Brace Pritchard

3757 Maple Crest Court
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From: Margaret Boucher <boucher.peggy@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2016 2:51 PM 
To: Wayne Orr; 7846elbe@gmail.com 
Subject: Proposed by law changes 

 
Dear Ross and Wayne,  
 
We are concerned about the proposed By Law  changes mandating a 30 meter set back 
from the water.  We own a small one acre island on Loughborough Lake.  It  has been a 
family treasured summer home serving four generations for  54 years. We take great 
pride and enjoyment in having this beautiful retreat on Loughborough Lake.  
 
The proposed By Laws changes could affect our property and the future value of the 
property. Given the shape and contours of our island, there is no place  a replacement 
structure could be built 30 meters from the shoreline.  We do work very hard to maintain 
our buildings on the property, however an act of nature, or vandalism causing a 
structural fire,  is always a high  risk on a remote seasonally used property.  We urge 
the South Frontenac Township Council to continue to permit rebuilding 
cottages/‘bunkies” using the historical footprint of buildings on a lakefront property.   
 
Additionally,we urge the Council to  consider the affect on property values if the 
proposed By Laws were approved . Using our property as an example, the value of the 
property would drop dramatically if we were not allowed to rebuild our cabins. 
Ultimately,the assessed value would be affected, altering the tax structure for the 
property. 
 
We are unable to attend the meetings. Please share our opinion with the other council 
members. 
 
Thank you. 
  Sincerely, 
 Edward and Margaret Boucher 
 
Peggy Boucher 
boucher.peggy@gmail.com 

 
 

Page 177 of 179



April 20, 2016 

 

To Wayne Orr, Lindsay Mills, Angela Maddocks, Ron Vandewal and Ross Sutherland, 

 

Recently, it has come to our attention that the Township of South Frontenac is proposing to change the 

bylaw regarding buildings within the 30m setback of the lake.  

Although we recognize a need for standards and environmental stewardship, we feel the proposed 

bylaw infringes on our right to improve a structure on our property.    If a resident wishes to enhance 

their waterfront home or cottage, they should be able to do so.  This will not only maintain the beauty 

of individual properties, but will also add to the overall standard of the lakefront community. It is 

frustrating to see the township upgrade ‘the point’ and the athletic fields, but not allow individuals to 

update their properties. 

Thanking you in advance for taking the time to further consider the bylaw amendment.  

 

Sincerely, 

Troy and Natasha Buchanan 

1249 Retreat Lane  
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From: Lyle Turner [mailto:turnerlyle@hotmail.com]  
Sent: April-21-16 9:41 AM 
To: Wayne Orr <worr@southfrontenac.net> 
Cc: patbarr1@aol.com; councillorrevill@gmail.com; Kathy Turner 
<kathy@nexicom.net> 
Subject: Proposed blylaw changes - taxpayer concerns - 
 
 
Wayne, thanks for your time on the phone earlier this week. 
 
Please accept this email expressing our concerns with respect to proposed clauses  to 
cottage properties currently grandfathered within 30M of the water. 
 
The ‘Act of God’ clause should be maintained and allow the lakeshore owner to rebuild 
on their grandfathered footprint. It should not take a minor variance or appearing in front 
of a municipal board to allow such an action.   
 
Future improvements on the existing footprints should remain grandfathered. 
 
The "housekeeping amendments”, of “continually neglected buildings”, connotes that 
cottages within the 30 M set back are all subject to undo discrimination.  These clauses 
should apply to all properties not just those within 30M or apply to NONE at all as this 
criteria is very subjective and open to challenge. 
 
Lyle Turner, P. Eng.  
office:- 705-932-2865 
cell:-    416-427-3748 
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